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Berks-Lancaster-Lebanon Service Area 13 

Lebanon County Partners Network cross-training 
Meeting 

 December 6, 2019 Meeting Minutes  
 

Brian Long, 
Link 
coordinator, 
convened the 
December 
meeting to 
order at 8:30 
am at PA 
Career Link – 
Lebanon 
County, 243 
Schneider 
Drive. 
Lebanon, PA 
17046-4875. 

He introduced 
Sam Primak, 
facility 
administrator, 
PA Career Link 
– Lebanon 
County who 
welcomed 
everyone and proceeded to facilitate the safety briefing particulars. 

I. Old Business: 
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In a brief overview of “standing items, Brian reminded everyone to: 

 Remember to check the website for meeting (and other) information and 

changes to meeting notices. 

 Remember to send information items from your agency for inclusion on 
the Link Website’s “events” tab.  

Brian skimmed over the old business items and announced that the Lebanon 
County Link partners had reached the 142 – all partner agencies are listed here. 
Brian also reminded everyone to review their agency’s listing for accuracy and 
completeness and to send a narrative to him for posting if none was listed. 

He asked the participants to introduce themselves (bold face type indicates a 
first-time attendee): 

Linda Bittman, Cedar Haven Healthcare Center 

Lori Brandt, AlbrightLIFE – Lebanon 

Carla Cyr, Veterans Affairs - Lebanon 

Joan Groh, Hospice & Community Care 

Jordan Hall, Elmcroft of Lebanon 

Amy Klink, Q.U.E.S.T., Inc. 

Joe Kwiatkowski, Pleasant View Retirement Living 

Stephen Lew, Disability Rights PA 

Nicole Maurer, Community Health Council of Lebanon County 

Paula Moyer, Disability Empowerment Center 

Sam Primak, Pennsylvania CareerLink of Lebanon County 

Steve Schafebook, VisionCorps | Alley Center 

Debra Schuyler, Specialty Home Care 

John Shott, County of Lebanon Office of Probation Services 

Teresa Simaska, Cedar Haven Healthcare Center 

Amanda Southall, Hospice for All Seasons 

Jocelyn Stakem, Lebanon County MH / ID /EI Program 

https://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/lebanon-county/collaborative-partners/
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Michele Stehman, Patriot Home Care 

Rafael Torres, CareerLink of Lebanon County (DVOP) 

 

II. Cross-training presenters –  

Carla Cyr, Veterans Affairs (VA) – Lebanon | Carla’s new role with 
Veterans Affairs is to serve as the Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist. 

Her presentation specifically overviewed the Veterans Justice Outreach 
program.  
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The aim of the Veterans Justice Outreach (VJO) program is to avoid the 
unnecessary criminalization of mental illness and extended incarceration 
among Veterans by ensuring that eligible, justice-involved Veterans have 
timely access to Veterans Health Administration (VHA) services, as 
clinically indicated. VJO specialists provide direct outreach, assessment 
and case management for justice-involved Veterans in local courts and 
jails and liaison with local justice system partners.  

In January 2019, Lebanon County began a veterans court program ; Carla 
and Jocelyn Stakum stressed the importance of veteran mentors for the 
program and asked the partners present to spread that message in their 
contacts with Lebanon County veterans.  

Carla provided handouts of her presentation for everyone. 

presentation included a comprehensive portrait of the huge array of 
services the VA has aggregated to help address veteran homelessness 
situations in Lebanon County and the eight other counties in VA – 
Lebanon’s service footprint. 

Carla asked everyone to complete a VA survey assessing their 
understanding of VA services. Carla said that Project Challeng will 
return in 2020.  

Sam Primak, Pennsylvania CareerLink Lebanon County | In his role 
as administrator for Career Link’s Lebanon and Gettysburg sites, Sam 
oversees several partner entities that assist persons seeking employment.  

“PA CareerLink is part of the Pennsylvania Department of Labor & 
Industry’s initiative to transform the landscape of how job-seekers find 
family sustaining jobs and how employers find the skilled candidates that 
they need. Through this initiative, a user-friendly, premiere job-
matching system has been created to help bridge the gap that currently 
exists between job-seekers and employers.” 

He reinforced that his agency is not an employment venue; rather it is a 
destination that provides employment training and connectivity for 
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people. He identified several agencies that are staffed and located at the 
Lebanon site to provide targeted assistance.  

Stephen Lew, Disability Rights PA | In a five minute “pop-up” 
presentation, Stephen re-introduced himself and spoke about his role as 
Advocate/Veterans Project Lead.  

His program is a special one focused on the needs of veterans; the 
Disability Rights Network PA helps people with disabilities in many areas 
such as abuse and neglect, access to community services, discrimination, 
ADA compliance issues, education, assistive technology, voting access, 
and access to Medical Assistance services. It provides assistance for 
people with developmental disabilities, physical and sensory disabilities, 
brain injury, and people in mental health recovery.  

Stephen passed out his contact information and a targeted brochure. 

III.  New Business 

 Brian asked the meeting participants to look at the 2020 meeting 
dates and (1) volunteer or suggest a cross-training presenter and/or 
(2) suggest or volunteer a venue for a meeting. Jordan Hall 
volunteered Elmcroft of Lebanon as a meeting venue as did Linda 
Bittman with Cedar Haven Healthcare Center. 

 Brian previewed the upcoming events that are listed at the Website.  

 Several partners shared information about what’s happening at their 
agencies.    

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Brian L. Long, December 15, 2019 | Accepted January 10, 

2020.  

 


