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Berks-Lancaster-Lebanon Service Area 

Lebanon County Partners Network cross-training 
Meeting 

January 5, 2018 Meeting Minutes  
 

Link coordinator, Brian Long convened the cross-training meeting at 8:30 am at 

WellSpan | Good Samaritan Health Care in meeting room 2. He welcomed 

everyone, thanked Lina Mercer and WellSpan for hosting the meeting and 

providing coffee.  

Brian conducted the safety briefing. 

Brian asked the meeting attendees to introduce themselves to everyone at the 

meeting. These partners were in attendance (bold face type indicates a first-time 

attendee): 

Steve Batchelor, WellSpan Health 

Mary Bell, Community Homes of Lebanon County 

Lori Brandt, AlbrightLIFE – Lebanon County 

Casey Davis, Hospice & Community Care 

Cheryl Deitz, Hamilton Technology 

Roberta Geidner, WellSpan Health 

Brian Green, Compeer of Lebanon County / Vet 2 Vet 

Christine Heibel, Juniper Village of Lebanon 

Kathleen Hetrick, Age Wage Initiative 

Michael Lapinsky, Traditions of Hershey 

John Lockard, Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services 

Lina Mercer, WellSpan | Good Samaritan Health System 

Mark Panassow, Mark’s Helping Hand 
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Brittany Ponessa, T.W. Ponessa & Associates Counseling Services, 

Inc. 

Mike Ritter, Domestic Violence Intervention 

John Shott, County of Lebanon Office of Probation 

Kay Shuey, Kay L. Shuey Enterprises, LLC. 

Alane Stief, Compeer of Lebanon County 

Lisa Swanger, Lebanon County Area Agency on Aging 

Lorita Valente, LutherCare 

Darrell Weaver, Humana | MarpetPoint 

Marisa Williams, Traditions of Hershey 

Jessica Zepp, Caring Hospice Services 

I. Old Business 

Brian breezed through over the standing “repetitive and routine” 

announcements, but did announce that the Lebanon Link partners’ network 

now totals 104.  

These items were addressed: 

 Sign in on the sign-in sheet 

 Remember to check the website for meeting (and other) information 

and changes to meeting notices. 

 Remember to send information items from your agency for inclusion 

on the Link Website’s “events” tab. 

 Ask people you know from other agencies to consider becoming a Link 

partner. 

II. Cross-training presenter –  
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Roberta Geidner, Horizon/Advance care Planning | WellSpan Health – 
“Advance Care Planning:  The Importance of Having A Conversation.” 

Roberta’s cross-training session was a 
compelling look at the Horizon Planning® 

advance care planning initiative. Advance care 
planning ought to include (1) learning about the 
types of decisions that might need to be made; 
(2) considering those decisions ahead of time 
and (3) letting others know about your 
preferences.  

She reinforced that a medical crisis could leave 
anyone too ill to make your own health care 
decisions … incidental of age.  

She provided each participant with an information packet that included thes 
resources available online: 

 A living will is written instructions for care in the event that you 
are not able to make medical decisions for yourself. 

 Durable power of attorney for health care is a document that 
appoints a particular person to make health care decisions for you 
if you are unable to do so. 

 Physician orders for life sustaining treatment is a document 
that effectively communicates your wishes when you are seriously 
ill to have or limit medical treatment as you move from one care 

setting to another. 

 Other documents that can be used to create your Horizon Plan 
include the Five Wishes booklet and the Conversation Starter 
Kit. 

More about WellSpan Health’s Horizon Planning is here: 
http://www.wellspan.org/patients-visitors/patient-guide/horizon-planning/ 

III. New Business  

http://www.wellspan.org/patients-visitors/patient-guide/advance-directives/living-wills/
http://www.wellspan.org/patients-visitors/patient-guide/horizon-planning/advance-directives/durable-power-of-attorney/
http://www.polst.org/
https://pages.wellspan.org/fivewishes/
http://www.wellspan.org/media/1477854/horizon-planning-conversation-starter-kit.pdf
http://www.wellspan.org/media/1477854/horizon-planning-conversation-starter-kit.pdf
http://www.wellspan.org/patients-visitors/patient-guide/horizon-planning/
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 Brian reviewed the upcoming events from the agenda; reminded everyone 
that of the 2018 meeting dates and made another call for presenters and 
asked everyone to think about meeting venues – there are a few 
remaining dates without venues. 

 Several of the partners shared upcoming events at their agencies. 

 Here’s the link for the end-of-year survey 
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/39WW2YT ) Brian asked everyone to 
complete to improve Link’s services and meetings. 

 NEXT MEETING - February 02, 2018 – Pennsylvania Link to Aging and 
Disability Resources Update, Amanda Black – Regional 
Coordinator  and Connect4Life, Christine Heibel, Juniper village at 
Lebanon – This meeting will be held in The Club at Juniper Village at 
Lebanon, 1125 Birch Road, Lebanon, PA 17042. 

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 am. 

Respectfully submitted by Brian L. Long, January 21, 2018.  

Minutes approved and accepted February XX, 2018. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/39WW2YT
https://berkslancasterlebanonlink.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/02-2018-lebanon-link-x-training-info-sheet.pdf
https://berkslancasterlebanonlink.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/02-2018-lebanon-link-x-training-info-sheet.pdf
https://berkslancasterlebanonlink.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/02-2018-lebanon-link-x-training-info-sheet.pdf
https://berkslancasterlebanonlink.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/02-2018-lebanon-link-x-training-info-sheet.pdf
https://berkslancasterlebanonlink.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/02-2018-lebanon-link-x-training-info-sheet.pdf
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