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November 4, 2016 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 
The Connelly Auditorium at Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, provided the setting 
yesterday for the LGBT Elder Initiative Summit, entitled: Caring for Our Community – Building 
Cultural Competence in Aging Services and Healthcare. It was a privilege for me to gather with over 
120 community leaders, healthcare professionals, social workers, etc. - advocates all - to deliver the 
keynote address. In so doing, I recalled that it was September, 2015 when two leaders of the LGBT 
Elder Initiative, Heshie Zinman and David Griffith, journeyed to Harrisburg to meet with me. Mr. 
Zinman is a founding Board Member, while Mr. Griffith is the Director of Programs and Outreach.  
 
That first encounter allowed me the chance to listen and to learn that the LGBT Elder Initiative was 
founded in October 2010 when members of the LGBT community gathered with local government 
officials and representatives of the aging services network to begin a dialogue concerning the unique 
needs of LGBT individuals as they age. A community needs survey was conducted prior to a LGBT 
Senior Initiative Summit. The survey results identified physical and emotional health services, 
housing, case management and social services, and social networking as the most pressing needs 
of LGBT elders in the Delaware Valley. It was then that they shared with me their vision for a second 
LGBT Elder Initiative Summit. I was so impressed with these two amazingly capable and committed 
souls who engaged, enlightened, educated, and encouraged me throughout our conversation about 
the needs of LGBT elders in Pennsylvania. And I will be forever grateful that they also enlisted me 
in a call to action that, I believe, compels us, at every level of government and throughout our social 
service and health care delivery systems to create in Pennsylvania a long-term services and supports 
system that recognizes LGBT individuals at every age and stage of life. As impressed and inspired 
as I was then with the work of the LGBT Elder Initiative, my appreciation for their advocacy with and 
for LGBT elders has deepened with every encounter we have had during the past year. Needless to 
say, to see the LGBT Elder Initiative Summit come to fruition was impressive and to deliver the 
keynote was humbling for me personally and professionally.  
 
The summit served as a meaningful opportunity for aging service providers and community members 
to explore topics related to LGBT aging and to develop strategies to improve services to LGBT 
people as they age. It provided a time for us to imagine – together – what’s possible in a world where 
all aging and health service providers are culturally competent and sensitive to the needs of lesbian, 
gay, bi-sexual, and transgender elders. This effort is incredibly important. We know that our country’s 
aging population is growing, and so is the number of LGBT adults who are moving into their later 
years. By 2030, the number of LGBT adults 65 years of age and older is expected to double to nearly 
3 million, and Pennsylvania’s landscape fits this profile. Moreover, our LGBT seniors are five times 
less likely to access senior services than the general senior population, and 50 percent of LGBT 
seniors would not be welcomed at most senior centers if their sexual orientation or gender identity 
were known.  
 
We at the Department of Aging need to do more to meet the needs of LGBT older Pennsylvanians. 
We need to develop ways to explicitly include LGBT older adults and older Pennsylvanians living 
with HIV/AIDS as populations deserving of specific outreach, support, and services. We need to 
highlight the importance of improving the LGBT cultural competence of the aging services network, 
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and improve the ways that data on sexual orientation and gender identity is collected. Thankfully, we 
are not alone as the LGBT community is willing to walk this journey with us as together we develop 
the strategies needed to ensure that every aspect of our long-term services and supports system is 
culturally competent and that services are inclusive and accessible to all lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and 
transgender individuals as they age in place with the dignity and respect they deserve.  
 
It was a day filled with lots of positive energy, gratitude, and hope. It was also a day of remembrance 
and celebration as the summit paused to remember the LGBT Elder Initiative founding board 
member Ed Bomba. Although I never had the opportunity to meet Mr. Bomba, it was evident to me 
that his efforts to call attention to the needs of LGBT seniors will have a long-lasting and indelible 
impact in the Delaware Valley and beyond. Known as a community advocate, who worked on LGBT, 
HIV/AIDS, senior and disability causes, Mr. Bomba knew that creating conversations among LGBT 
seniors, sharing information and developing advocacy was needed in order to ensure that the voice 
of the LGBT community would be heard and pathways to culturally competent services for LGBT 
seniors would be forged. Mr. Bomba experienced a progressive vision impairment due to HIV, and 
because of situations he was forced to encounter, he began to speak up against the discrimination 
experienced by persons with disabilities. Regretfully, earlier this year, Mr. Bomba died suddenly at 
the age of 61. He was remembered by many as a brilliant, strategic, committed, and passionate 
advocate for LGBT seniors. His memory is being honored through the creation of the Edwin J. Bomba 
Memorial Award for Advocacy. 
 
 During the celebratory portion of the summit, the inaugural awardee, Louis Colbert, was honored. 
Known by the aging network for his work in aging services in Delaware County, and more recently 
with the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging, Louis has always worked to ensure that people of all 
races, ethnicities, income levels, religions, abilities, gender identities, and sexual orientations are 
able to access services and resources that are welcoming, inclusive and culturally sensitive. 
Congratulations to Louis, and thank you to the board and staff of the LGBT Elder Initiative for 
continuing the dialogue to ensure that every Pennsylvanian, including our LGBT seniors, can live a 
healthy, happy life and age in place with the dignity and respect they deserve.  
 
During the summit, I met a number of amazing individuals, including David, who shared with me the 
joys and struggles encountered during his journey of living life with AIDS and how he currently serves 
as a resource and support to younger persons recently diagnosed; and Dawn, who kindly introduced 
me to her friends who also attended the events of the day offering me words of encouragement and 
support we strive to respond to the needs of LGBT seniors; and Lee, who turns 82 years old today, 
and as an LGBT Specialist continues to counsel individuals and couples sharing with them the 
experiences and wisdom she has gathered throughout her life, including the many examples of 
discrimination that she has faced. I also had the good fortune to get acquainted with Serena 
Worthington, Director of National Field Initiatives with SAGE (Services & Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual & Transgender Elders), who described to me one of SAGE’s newest initiatives under their 
2017-2021 Strategic Plan, the SAGE LGBT Elder Hotline. No matter where they live, LGBT elders 
now have a place to call when they need emotional support, information and referral to resources. 
Volunteers on the hotline offer peer-support to callers who are often very isolated, sometimes still 
closeted, and in need of a caring, non-judgmental person to talk with. The SAGE LGBT Hotline is 
live and ready to accept calls at: 1-888-234-SAGE (7243). The hours are: Monday-Friday, 4pm to 
Midnight and Saturday, Noon to 5pm. To learn more visit the SAGE website.  
 
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 
 
 

http://www.sageusa.org/


3 
 

 
 
2016-2017 Senior Community Center Grants 
On behalf of Governor Tom Wolf, the Pennsylvania Department of Aging is proud to announce a 
new grant funding opportunity for Pennsylvania’s Senior Community Centers. The grants, totaling 
$2 million, will be awarded for fiscal year 2016-2017 and are intended for enhancements that 
increase program participation, encourage sustainable and innovative programs, attract a new 
generation of older adults, and enable senior community centers to provide a safe and healthy 
environment for participants. 
 
Grant applications will be evaluated for how effectively they advance one or more of the four goals 
listed in the department’s 2016-2020 State Plan on Aging. The grant application period opens today, 
October 31, 2016. Applications are due no later than December 12, 2016 by 5:00 p.m.  
 
Visit the Department of Aging website for application submission instructions and required 
documents. For questions, please email SCCgrants@pa.gov or call Robert Cherry at 
(717) 772-1221. 
 
Personnel Update 
 
Jason Kavulich started on 11/2/16 as the new Executive Director of the Lackawanna County Area 
Agency on Aging. Jason has over 17 years of experience in the human services field, including 
supervisor and manager positions with the Lackawanna County Office of Youth and Family Services. 
He can be reached at kavulichj@lackawannacounty.org, 570-963-6740. 
 
Congratulations to Troy Celesky on his successful completion of the 2016 Leadership Development 
Institute Program. Troy is the Director of the Bureau of Finance. The Leadership Development 
Institute – now in its 23rd year – is a state program designed to provide formal leadership training 
through monthly educational events and exploration of contemporary leadership topics. Troy and 
other participants met for ten full-day sessions from March through October. 
 
Bureau of Aging Services 
 
Human Diversity and Cultural Competency Online Course  
A training course on understanding diversity and cultural competence is available on the Long Term 
Living Training Institute’s (LTLTI) website. As Pennsylvania becomes more diverse, learning and 
understanding about human diversity and cultural competence can assist staff in delivering services 
to older adults in a culturally sensitive manner. The training course was developed in partnership 
with the department’s Cultural Diversity Advisory Council and is recommended for AAA directors and 
staff, senior community center directors/managers, services and support providers, and individuals 
who administer and provide services to older adults. The course consists of four interactive units. 
Each unit is composed of shorter modules that are between 15 and 30 minutes in length. 
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
Health and Wellness Program 
The Health and Wellness Program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities for 
older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic conditions, fall 
risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring behavioral health, and 
managing medications. Please see upcoming wellness workshops below: 
 

http://www.aging.pa.gov/SeniorCommunityCenterGrants/Pages/SeniorCommunityCenterGrants.aspx
mailto:SCCgrants@pa.gov
mailto:kavulichj@lackawannacounty.org
http://www.ltltrainingpa.org/lms/index.php?option=catalog&task=program&program_id=45
http://www.ltltrainingpa.org/lms/index.php?option=catalog&task=program&program_id=45
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Berks – Healthy Steps in Motion (exercise classes for strength & balance) 
Ongoing classes at the following centers: 
Village Library, Morgantown – Mondays at 9:00 a.m.  
Zion Lutheran Church, Womelsdorf – Mondays at 1:00 p.m. 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Hamburg – Mondays and Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Wyomissing Church of the Brethren, Wyomissing – Mondays and Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. 
Please contact: Ann Bartlett at 610-478-6500 
No charge for this class. 

 
Clearfield – Healthy Steps in Motion (exercise classes for strength & balance) 

Ongoing classes; all activities are posted here. 
Mahaffey Center for Active Living 
958 Market Street  
Mahaffey, PA 15757 
Schedule: Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Coalport Center for Active Living 
851 Rear Main Street 
Glendale Medical Center Complex 
Coalport, PA 16627 
Schedule: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
Clearfield Center for Active Living 
116 South 2nd Street 
Clearfield, PA 16830 
Schedule: Mondays and Thursdays 10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

 
Columbia – Chronic Disease Self-Management (education on living a healthier life) 

Wilburton Senior Center 
Wilburton #2 Fire Company 
411 Main St. 
Wilburton, PA, 17888 
Date: October 11, 2016 – November 15, 2016 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Please contact: Wilburton Senior Center at 570-339-1386 
No charge for this class. 

 
Luzerne – Diabetes Self-Management Program (education on living a healthier life with Diabetes) 

Geisinger South Wyoming Valley 
25 Church Street 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18765 
Schedule: November 9, 16, 30, December 7 and 14, 2016  
Time: 2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Please contact: Maria Welch at 570-214-6538 
No charge for this class 
Weblink: events.geisinger.org/events.cfm  
 
 

Luzerne - Diabetes Self-Management Program (education on living a healthier life with Diabetes) 
Geisinger Kistler Clinic (Wilkes-Barre) 
175 South Wilkes-Barre Blvd. 

http://www.ccaaa.net/
https://events.geisinger.org/events.cfm
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Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
Schedule: Tuesdays, January 24, 2017 - February 28, 2017  
(snow date March 7, 2017)  
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Please contact: Maria Welch at 570-214-9018 
No charge 
Weblink: events.geisinger.org/events.cfm  
 

Luzerne - Healthy Steps for Older Adults (fall risk screening & education) 
Rose Tucker Active Adult Center 
145 East Green St.  
Nanticoke, Pa. 18634 
Schedule: January 12 and 19, 2017 
Time: 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Contact: Gail Voyton at 570-735-1670 
No charge 
Weblink: www.aginglw.org  
 
Healthy Steps in Motion (exercise classes for strength & balance) 
Rose Tucker Active Adult Center 
145 East Green St.  
Nanticoke, Pa. 18634 
Schedule: Tuesdays and Fridays Feb. 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28, 2017 
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Contact: Laura Dorshefski at 570-735-1670 
No charge 
Weblink: www.aginglw.org  

 
Montour – Chronic Disease Self-Management (education on living a healthier life) 

Thomas Beaver Library 
Ferry Street 
Danville, PA 
Date: October 6, 2016 – November 17, 2016 
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Please contact: Library at 570-275-4180 
No charge for this class. 

 
Montour – Diabetes Self-Management Program (education on living a healthier life with Diabetes) 

Maria Joseph Continuing Care Community 
875 Montour Boulevard 
Danville, PA 17821 
Schedule: November 8, 15, 22, 29, and December 6, 2016  
Time: 7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. (Morning and evening sessions) 
Please contact: Maria Welch at 570-214-6538 
No charge for this class 
Link: https://events.geisinger.org/events.cfm  

 
 
Perry – Healthy Steps in Motion (exercise classes for strength & balance) 

Marysville Sr. Center 
198 Leonard Street 

https://events.geisinger.org/events.cfm
http://www.aginglw.org/
http://www.aginglw.org/
https://events.geisinger.org/events.cfm
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Marysville, PA 17053 
Date: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Time: Please call for time 
Please contact: 717-582-5128 
No charge for this class 

 
Philadelphia – Chronic Disease Self-Management (education on living a healthier life) 

Stephen Klein Wellness Center 
2144 Cecil B. Moore Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19121 
Date: November 8, and 15, 2016 
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Please contact: Neva White at 1-800-533-3669 
No charge for this class. 
 
Walnut Street West Library 
201 South 40th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
Date: November 7, 14, and 21, 2016 
Time: 12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Please contact: Aniela Glinski at 267-405-2175 
No charge for this class. 

 
Center in the Park 
5818 Germantown Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 
Date: November 8, 15, and 22, 2016 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Please contact: Delores Palmer 215-848-7722 
No charge for this class. 

 
Snyder – Diabetes Self-Management Program (education on living a healthier life with Diabetes) 

Penns Creek Adult Resource Center 
3551 Richard Road 
Penns Creek, PA 17862 
Schedule: November 10, 17, and December 1, 2016  
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Please contact: Maria Welch at 570-214-6538 
No charge for this class 

 
Union – Chronic Disease Self-Management (education on living a healthier life) 

Evangelical Community Health and Wellness 
2010 JPM Road 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
Date: Thursdays, October 13, 2016 – November 17, 2016 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Please contact: Rebecca Rice 570-768-3210 
No charge for this class. 

 
York – Chronic Disease Self-Management (education on living a healthier life) 

Golden Connections Community Center 
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20C Gotham Place 
Red Lion, PA 
Schedule: Tuesdays, October 4 – November 15, 2016  
(no class November 8, 2016) 
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Please contact: Megan Craley or Diane Gerhart at 1-800-632-9073 
Register: Call center at 717-244-7229 
 

York – Diabetes Self-Management Program (education on living a healthier life with Diabetes) 
Golden Connections Community Center 
20C Gotham Place 
Red Lion, PA 
Schedule: Tuesdays, January 3, 2017 – February 7, 2017  
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Please contact: Megan Craley or Diane Gerhart at 1-800-632-9073 
Register: Call center at 717-244-7229 
 
Windy Hill on the Campus 
1472 Roth’s Church Road, Suite 103 
Spring Grove, PA 
Schedule: Wednesdays, October 26 – December 7, 2016  
(no class November 9, 2016) 
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Please contact: Megan Craley or Diane Gerhart at 1-800-632-9073 
Register: Call center at 717-225-0733 

 
York – 10-Keys to Healthy Aging (education on taking control of your health and Medicare 
Preventative Services) 

York Jewish Community Center 
2000 Hollywood Drive  
York, PA 17403 
Dates: Monday’s, January 9, 16, 23, 30 and Feb 6, 2017 (snow date Feb 20), 2 Keys per session 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Registration: 717-843-0918 
Contact: Diane Gerhart at 717-771-9610 

 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Berks County 
Event: Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources | Berks County partners’ network 
cross-training meeting. 
Description: This month’s cross-training presentation facilitators, Alan McDaniel and Tiffani Cirulli, 
will share information about programs and resources available from NAMI | “grassroots” mental 
health help in Berks County. Meeting is free and open to everyone.  
Location: NAMI office at Calvary UCC Church, (side entrance) 640 Centre Avenue, Reading, PA 
19601 
Date: November 15 | 9:00 am to 10:15 am. 
Contact: If you require accommodation or want more information, call Ann Barlet, Berks County 
Link partners coordinator at 610-478-6500, ext. 5523 or text or call 717.380.9714. 
Registration Deadline: November 11. 
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Clinton County  
Event: Early Stage Alzheimer’s Disease Conference 
Description: PA Link in partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association of Greater PA is hosting a 
half-day professional conference on Early Stage Alzheimer’s Disease. The conference will feature 
Candy Yingling, CTRS on Early Stage Issues, Fran Decker, LSW and Kitty Oechler on the role of 
socialization in early stage dementia and Eric Ladley, Esq. on the importance of legal documents. 
Registration is $40 and includes lunch and CEUs.  
Location: Clinton County Community Center, 124 East Walnut Street, Lock Haven  
Date: November 16, 2016 
Time: 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Contact: Melissa Bottorf, Lead Link Coordinator 

 Email – mbottorf2016@gmail.com  
  Phone – 570-428-3521 
Registration Deadline: November 16, 2016. Register online at act.alz.org/EarlyStage2016 or 
contact Hilary Harry at hharry@alz.org or 814-954-5990x.6102. 
 
Cumberland County 
Event: Community Partner Meeting and Cross Training on Senior Centers and Adult Day 
Programs 
Description: The bimonthly United Way Community Needs Meeting and Cumberland Link 
Community Partner Meeting will start at 8:30 AM. The Cross Training session will follow the 
meeting and will focus on services that are available to older adults and to people with 
disabilities through the County’s six Senior Centers and through two Adult Day Programs. 
Location: United Way of Carlisle and Cumberland County, 145 S. Hanover St., Carlisle, PA 
Date: Friday, November 18, 2016 
Time: 8:30 to 11:00 AM 
Contact: E-mail – thelink@ccpa.net 

 Phone – 717-240-7887 
  

Franklin County 
Event: PA Link Partner Meeting Franklin County   
Description: Franklin County Housing Authority, Service Coordinator Sonja Payne will be sharing 
information about Public Housing, Section 8, Tax Credits, & Family Self-Sufficiency Program. Also 
presenting, Andrea Niedererr from Respective Solutions will be providing information on “The 
Incredible Years” program.  
Location: Franklin County Area Agency on Aging Norland Ave. Chambersburg   
Date: Tuesday December 13, 2016 
Time: 1:00pm 
Contact: For additional information please contact Angie Pickel 717-261-0631 or 
arpickel@franklincountypa.gov 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Greene County 
Event: “Being Mortal”- A Special Screening of the Groundbreaking Film 
Description: FREE training for community members and providers. This workshop will feature an 
interactive discussion on having more effective and successful conversations with patients and 
families facing a serious or life-limiting illness. CME/CE credits are available to physicians, PAs, 
NPs, RNs, and SWs. 
Location: Gateway Senior Housing, 330 Nazer Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

mailto:mbottorf2016@gmail.com
http://act.alz.org/EarlyStage2016
mailto:hharry@alz.org
mailto:thelink@ccpa.net
mailto:arpickel@franklincountypa.gov


9 
 

Time: 9:00 am- 10:30 am, registration begins at 8:30 am. Light refreshments will be provided 
courtesy of Amedisys Hospice. 
Contact: Email - mrockwell@tripil.com  

  Phone - 724-223-5115 x1215. 
Registration Deadline: November 11, 2016 

 

Lancaster County 

Event: Red Rose Council of the Blind monthly meeting. 
Description: Persons with vision loss along with family members and friends are invited to attend 
monthly chapter meetings. The group’s goal is to encourage and assist people who are blind or 
vision impaired in seeking independence through employment, the learning of blindness skills, 
personal and social adjustment, and making significant contributions to society at 
large. Participants are invited to bring a brown bag lunch to the meeting. 
Location: Community Room on the ground floor of Lancaster House North, 335 N. Prince St., 
Lancaster. 
Date: November 14 | 12:00 noon to 1:30 pm. 
Contact: For information, call John Horst at 717-367-6346. 
Registration Deadline: n/a 
 
Event: FREE Senior Fitness classes sponsored by Signature Living in Lititz 
Description: Strengthen muscles and improve flexibility, balance and stability using chairs, 
resistance bands and dumbbells. Light refreshments and healthy snacks will be provided. Free. 
Location: 80 West Millport Road, Lititz, PA. 
Date: November 15 | 10:30 am to 11:15 pm. 
Contact: Call for information, Signature Senior Living Lititz – 717.283.4255.  
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Event: Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources | Lancaster County partners’ network 
monthly cross-training meeting  
Description: TRIPLE-FEATURE cross-training presentations: This month’s partners’ network 
includes three TEDTalk-like presentations: Pennsylvania’s Adult Protective Services – The Islamic 
Community Center of Lancaster (ICCL) – Lancaster County Medical Reserve Corps. 
Location: Columbia Crossing River Trails Center, 41 Walnut Street, Columbia, PA 17512. 
Date: November 17 | 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm. 
Contact: Call or text, 717.380.9714 or email blllink@mail.com. Please let us know if you require 
accommodation. Meetings are free and open to everyone. RSVP required. 
Registration Deadline: November 15 
 
Lebanon County 
Event: Meet the author event at Linden Village | “I will never forget” – One woman’s 
incredible journey through dementia.” 
Description: Elaine Pereira, is the author of an incredible true story of the author’s talented 
mother’s poignant and often humorous journey through the mystifying hazed of dementia. Learn 
about Elaine’s dementia care giving journey through her superb stories. 
Location: Linden Village, 100 Tuck Court, Lebanon, PA. 
Date: November 10 | 11:00 am to 12:30 pm. 
Contact: To RSVP or for information, call (717) 274-7400 or emailing LindenVillage@hcr-
manorcare.com. 
Registration Deadline: n/a 
 

mailto:mrockwell@tripil.com
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Lycoming County  
Event: Scam Jam  
Description: Scam Jam is a free event co-sponsored by PA Link and UDS/Independent Living 
Services. It is targeted at helping seniors understand current financial scams. The morning 
includes a free breakfast and fraud bingo. Guest speakers include Lycoming County District 
Attorney Eric R. Linhardt and Lycoming County President Judge Nancy L. Butts. Representatives 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Banking and Securities and the Pennsylvania Office of 
Attorney General will also be presenting.  
Location: RiverWalk Senior Center is located at 423 East Central Avenue, South Williamsport 
Date: November 15, 2016 
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
Contact: Melissa Bottorf, Lead Link Coordinator 

 E-mail – mbottorf2016@gmail.com  
    Phone – 570-428-3521 
Registration Deadline: November 12, 2016. Please call UDS/Independent Living Services at 1-
888-837-4235 to RSVP. 
 
Schuylkill County  
Event: Schuylkill PA Link Partner Meeting  
Description: Join PA Link to meet other like-minded professionals who are working to help local 
seniors and individuals with disabilities. Topic will be “Veterans Benefits” and guest speakers will 
include Brenda Zechman, Veteran’s Affairs Director, Schuylkill County and Ann Uzupis, 
Community Support Services with Catholic Charities, Diocese of Allentown. 
Location: Heritage Mills, 846 East Wiconisco Avenue, Tower City, PA 17980 
Date: November 10, 2016 
Time: 9:30a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Contact: Melissa Bottorf, Lead Link Coordinator 

E-mail – mbottorf2016@gmail.com  
Phone – 570-428-3521 

Registration Deadline: November 9, 2016 
 
Announcements 
 
PA Culture Change Coalition’s 12th Annual ACCORD “NOPT ABOUT ME WITHOUT ME!” 
The PA Culture Change Coalition’s (PCCC) 12th Annual ACCORD “NOPT ABOUT ME WITHOUT 
ME!” will be held Monday November 14, 2016 at the Best Western Premier Central Hotel & 
Conference Center, 800 E. Park Drive Harrisburg. Please visit paculturechangecoalition.org for 
more details about the conference. PCCC is working to transform elder care across the 
Commonwealth to be person-directed, life affirming, satisfying and individually meaningful. 
ACCORD helps demonstrate to providers that a shift toward culture change is a practical 
application that is being supported by the CMS and implemented in organizations across the 
country. For more information or if you have questions, please contact Tina Hess at 717-843-1504 
or thess@goodnewsconsulting.com.  

 

 

 
The Farnese Symposium - "Aging in Place: What is the Future?" 
The Farnese Symposium - "Aging in Place: What is the Future?" - is a free, half-day forum for policy 
makers, professionals and organizations who are on the front lines providing services to older adults 

mailto:mbottorf2016@gmail.com
mailto:mbottorf2016@gmail.com
mailto:thess@goodnewsconsulting.com
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in the five-county Philadelphia Region. We are an anticipated biennial event, celebrating our ten year 
anniversary and our partnership with Drexel University College of Nursing and Health Professions. 
The inaugural Farnese Symposium In 2006 used a series of articles in the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
which examined the plight of older adults residing in the Philadelphia suburbs, as a springboard for 
its ongoing discourse on aging in place challenges: legal, mental and behavioral health, housing and 
medical.  
Date: November 17, 2016 
Time: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Location: Drexel University, Bossone Enterprise Research Center, 3125 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104.  
Visit/Register: www.farnesesymposium.org for more information  
Contact: MaryPat Scorzetti, Farnese Symposium coordinator, 610-733-0955 
 
DMVA Veterans’ Trust Fund Grant Opportunities 
The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA) has announced the availability of up to 
$650,000 in competitive grants from the Veterans’ Trust Fund (VTF). Grants will be considered in 
the following areas: 

 Up to $500,000 in competitive grants to 501(c)(19) veterans service organizations and 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organizations with a mission of serving Pennsylvania veterans, focusing on four areas 
of emphasis: homelessness; post-traumatic stress injury (PTSI); behavioral health initiatives; 
unique veteran health services; and other programs or services that address newly identified, 
unmet or emerging needs of veterans and their families. 
  

 Up to $150,000 in competitive grants to County Directors of Veterans Affairs or the Pennsylvania 
Association of County Directors of Veterans’ Affairs, focusing on three areas of emphasis: 
veteran outreach initiatives; veterans’ court initiatives; and other programs or services that 
address newly identified, unmet or emerging needs of veterans and their families.  

Grant information can be found at www.vtf.pa.gov. Grant applications must be received at DMVA by 
4 p.m. Eastern Standard Time on Friday, November 18, 2016. Late submissions will be 
administratively rejected without review. 
 
7 Week Online Peer Support Group for Caregivers offered by the Copeland Center Begins in 
November 
Giving care and support to a loved one can be very rewarding; yet it can also be challenging. Many 
caregivers are attempting to balance taking care of a loved one while working, taking care of 
household needs, and/or paying attention to other family members. This 7-week peer support group 
will offer a safe environment to focus on YOU. During the first session, we, as a group, are going to 
explore a new way of looking at 'caregiving' in terms of giving and receiving support. We will have 
the opportunity to share our challenges, but just as importantly learn (from each other) coping 
strategies and skills to stay as well as possible. We will meet once a week for a live session online 
for 7 weeks. Each session is 2½ hours in duration with optional opportunities to ‘chat’ with the 
facilitator throughout the week. More information is available here.  
 
 
 
 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program Application Deadline Extended 
The Property Tax/Rent Rebate program deadline for older adults and residents with disabilities to 
apply for rebates of rent and property taxes paid in 2015 has been extended from June 30 to 
December 31, 2016. The rebate program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65 and older; widows 
and widowers age 50 and older; and people with disabilities age 18 and older. The income limit is 

http://www.farnesesymposium.org/
http://email.prnewswire.com/wf/click?upn=J6qBPRVgziwoCR2OIJDNfUI30iaXnClnuO-2BfJ-2FexREU-3D_ce2PxEuJ21-2Bqox252E0gtnjriC3FjZBx1bUXRoeYvxGMea7uPZuZFZzvCz73ua5toh3lQLhk6WMqsYtoQ-2FPW4-2FGH-2BDJG5kGFsdh4BFqFbkJLg9-2F43O0TNz0Jx24-2FWLX1f3yktE-2FiDZD5iPK8GGiBHtA8bgfriVavynUL4mNOqf9JP6-2BgteV7saNqQrn2dlnUSRFfJ7inWRRLGTWG-2BP47aEsQBE7TbuwTlMb6Qsn9SVULMSGeaxyndvjB9jUvSam9gh6ChzcyiMIyxtOvs-2BSJ2Hf-2FXiNrRkQGcVppoCzoIgXcQ93FB302M7N-2BUngYzGHq7Ex5L5hJryq70WNZjh-2BDQQ-3D-3D
https://copelandcenter.com/sessions/online-support-group-caregivers
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$35,000 a year for homeowners and $15,000 annually for renters, and half of Social Security income 
is excluded. Applicants may obtain Property Tax/Rent Rebate claim forms (PA-1000) and related 
information online at www.revenue.pa.gov or by calling, toll-free, 1-888-222-9190. For the full press 
release, click here. 
 
Senior Community Center Online Training Available 
PDA through the Long Term Living Training Institute (LTLTI) is pleased to make available two on-
line senior community center (SCC) trainings geared for SCC managers and staff. Each session 
includes a video training session and resource file including presentation slides and training 
materials: 
 

 How to Ignite Positive Word of Mouth Marketing by Mapping your Service Experience – 
presented by Tobi Johnson, MA, CVA – “Customer service” is well-charted territory in the 
business world but how can it be effectively translated to the social sector. This training maps 
and analyzes your senior community center current service practices and pinpoints areas that 
require attention. Learn how to map the journey of the people you assist at the center, from the 
time they first hear about your services all the way through to the enthusiastic recommendations 
they make about your center to others. 

 Grant Writing from A - Z – presented by Lisa Davis, MPH, PA Office of Rural Health – Writing 
a successful proposal is based on knowing where to find funding that supports the vision of the 
organization and submitting a winning proposal. During this hands-on training, participants will 
gain skills and learn tips for writing a strong application, developing a budget and evaluating 
funding options. 

  
The training videos and accompanying resource files are available here and following the path: 
Course Catalog > Senior Community Centers (SCC) > Senior Community Centers (SCC) Training
 
Webinars 
 
Understanding Risk & Protective Factors for Dementia 
On November 15, 2016, the Alzheimer's Association - Greater PA Chapter and The University of 
Pittsburgh are presenting a webinar for healthcare professionals titled "Understanding Risk & 
Protective Factors for Dementia.” Presented by Dr. Oscar Luis Lopez, MD, Professor of Neurology 
and Psychiatry, Director of Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, University of Pittsburgh, 
registration for this webinar is free low/no cost CE's for a variety of health professionals are 
available. Registration 
 
AARP Online Family Caregiving Fair 
On November 17, 2016 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., connect with fellow family caregivers and view 
helpful tips, resources, and information to help you care for a loved one at the AARP Online Family 
Caregiving Fair. You’ll also have an opportunity to chat one-on-one with representatives from 
various government agencies, non-profit organizations, and AARP programs. Plus, you can check 
out other free resources, videos, and presentations, including a live webinar featuring Sherri 
Snelling and Holly Robinson Peete. Registration 
 
 

http://www.revenue.pa.gov/
http://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Revenue-Details.aspx?newsid=165
http://www.ltltrainingpa.org/lms/index.php?option=auth&task=login
https://sbs.ucsur.pitt.edu/gwep/reg/_submit_msg.php?t=20160930151024660846&v=1
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=registration.jsp&eventid=1251382&sessionid=1&key=7F4E2D428EDB1037BAD4FEE7CA41D72A&partnerref=CMS-Booth-register-Virtual_Caregiving_Fair&sourcepage=register

