
THE PATH AHEAD
Youth Transition is changing the role of a student in the school
environment to becoming an adult who participates in the community.
This participation includes holding down a job, getting a post secondary
education, living independently, socializing with friends, getting married
and raising a family and being a productive member of your community.
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PROGRAM NOTES

The Path Ahead!
2016

Lancaster-

Lebanon

Youth Transition Summit

Today’s event is especially for youth with
disabilities transitioning from High School
to living as adult members of their
community. This includes a job, building
relationships, going to college, living
independently and being a part of their
community.

This first annual Summit will include:

● Information and resources on ABLE
Accounts, Benefits Counseling, 211,
Housing, Transportation and more
with presenters from local
resources' and services providers.

● Keynote Addresses - David De
Notaris and Steve Suroviec

● Breakout sessions and panel
discussions

● Local resources and exhibits
featuring information for youth in
transition and their families

● An opportunity to network and
meet new people

SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHO WILL SPEAK AT THE SUMMIT

David De Notaris
Keynote Speaker

Mr. De Notaris is the
Executive Director of
the Pennsylvania
Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation. He is a
nationally known
speaker, radio host,
world champion
athlete and he also
happens to be blind.

Stephen H. Suroviec
Speaker

Mr. Suroviec is the
Special Advisor to the
Secretary, PA
Department of Human
Services. He is the
former Executive
Director of The Arc of
Pennsylvania and the
PA Office of
Vocational
Rehabilitation.

Maureen Westcott
Presenter

Ms. Westcott is the
executive director of
The Arc of Lancaster
County. The Arc
provides advocacy,
navigation and
trainings on disability
related topics such as
funding, employment,
guardianship, etc.

A collaborative initiative presented by the partners’ network

of the Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources |

Berks-Lancaster-Lebanon Service Area.

Matthew Seeley
Speaker

Mr. Seeley is the
Executive Director of
the Pennsylvania
Statewide
Independent Living
Council. He is an
attorney and a former
assistant district
attorney.

Melissa Hawkins
Moderator / speaker

Ms. Hawkins is the
Executive Director of
the Disability
Empowerment
Center - the Center
for Independent
Living in Lancaster
and Lebanon
Counties.



Today’s schedule of events
8:30 am …  Registration at the front entrance to the Winter Center - continental breakfast snacks in the Murley Room
  and you can visit with resources exhibits and displays along the halls of the Winter Center.

9:00 am … Welcome to the Youth Transition Summit. Join Melissa Hawkins, Executive Director, Disability
  Empowerment Center in Clair Performance Hall.

9:10 am … David De Notaris, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, will start
  the Summit with the opening “keynote remarks.”

9:25 am … Matthew Seeley, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Statewide Independent Living Council, “Let’s
  Start the Summit!”

9:40 am … BREAKOUT SESSIONS - Engage with these professionals in one of these informational  breakout sessions.

(1) EMPLOYMENT (Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act) - Denise Verchimak, Director of the
Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation Services in Room 202, second floor.

(2) BENEFITS COUNSELING (Work Incentives Planning and Assistance - WIPA), Jenni Kistler,
 WIPA Program Manager, Goodwill – Keystone Area  in Biemesderfer Conference Hall.

10:15 am … Take a break and visit with area resources providers in the resources exhibits and displays area.

10:30 am … BREAKOUT SESSIONS - Engage with these professionals in one of these informational breakout sessions.

(3) ABLE Accounts, Maureen Westcott, Executive Director, The Arc of Lancaster County in Room
202 - second floor.

(4) PA 2-1-1 EAST - is a free, confidential, non-emergency, comprehensive information and referral
service that connects callers with the health and human services they need. Toni Gainer, Director, PA
2-1-1 East in Biemesderfer Conference Hall.

(5) EDUCATION “Charting a New Path: Post-Secondary Education Today” in Clair Performance Hall.
Shirley Keith Knox, Deputy Administrator for Intellectual Disabilities and Early Intervention Services
at the Dauphin County Mental Health and Intellectual Disabilities Program - Dr. Ann Marie Licata,
Director of the Pennsylvania Inclusive Higher Education Consortium - Sherri Landis, Executive
Director, D.R.E.A.M. Partnership - Flavel Rogers, advocate and parent - Christopher Rogers,
Millersville student enrolled in Career & Life Studies program.

11:15 am … Take a break and visit with area resources’ providers in the resources exhibits and displays area.

11:45 am …  It’s time for a networking, get-to-know-someone buffet lunch in the Murley Room. Then, network and get
information from the exhibitors in the Resources’ exhibits and displays area.

12:30 pm …  Reconvene in Biemesderfer Conference Hall for some compelling “after lunch “keynote comments” by
Stephen H. Suroviec - Special Advisor to the Secretary PA Department of Human Services.

12:50 pm … Take a break and visit with area resources’ providers in the resources exhibits and displays area
  before the afternoon BREAK OUT SESSIONS BEGIN.

1:15 pm … BREAKOUT SESSIONS - Engage with these professionals in one of these informational breakout
  sessions.

 (6) HOUSING PANEL In Clair Performance Hall - Nathan Roth, Housing Resource Center Director,
Lancaster Housing Opportunity Partnership (LHOP) - Laurie Kleynen, Director of Residential
Services, Excentia - Shirley Keith-Knox, Deputy Director, Intellectual Disabilities and Early
Intervention Services at Dauphin MH/ID Program - Kathy McCarthy, Regional Housing Coordinator,
Self-Determination Housing Project of Pennsylvania, Inc.

(7) TRANSPORTATION PANEL in room TBD - Marchal Simmons, Assistant Director of Shared Ride
Services, Red Rose Transit - Theresa L. Giurintano, Executive Director of Lebanon Transit - Marcy
Simpson, Director of Paratransit Services, Lebanon Transit - In Biemesderfer Conference Hall.

1:50 pm … SUMMIT END NOTES / COMMENTS - In Biemesderfer Conference Hall.- Jan Bechtel

2:00 pm … Everyone is invited to remain for a free screening of the film, I GO HOME. In Biemesderfer Conference Hall.



special invitation
At the conclusion of today’s Summit at 2:00 pm, you are invited to a special screening of the

WITF-produced film in the theatre,

“I GO HOME.”
“Imagine living somewhere you didn’t choose, with someone you didn’t choose to live with.
Being told you can’t love – or leave. For decades that was reality for people with intellectual
disability. In some cases – it’s still a
reality today. It’s a history that must
be remembered... a story that must
be told.” - witf.org

Ralph Trainer, Executive Director,
Abilities In Motion, has vivid
memories of his visits to Pennhurst
State School as he and his family
visited his cousin.

Mr. Trainer will share some of those
memories and introduce the film at
the conclusion of the Summit.

“Contrary to myth, Pennhurst was not a place where

evil people wrought intentionally evil schemes. But

that makes the meaning even more relevant and the

danger even more real: the neglect rising to the level of abuse

described in the groundbreaking Pennhurst litigation excerpted

below was perpetrated by our own society, in our own backyard,

within our own lifetimes. As a former Special Assistant to

Pennhurst's Superintendent has said, ‘Pennhurst was a mistake

from day one, but it was a mistake made by all of us, following the

dictates of the best minds of its time.’

Against the backdrop of the state's neglect, countless

unremarked acts of kindness from workers and families

added bits of humanity to institutional life. It is, no doubt,

the resilience of Pennhurst's residents themselves that is the most

inspiring part of the institution's story.”

SOURCE: The Pennhurst Memorial and Preservation Alliance

Website - www.preservepennhurst.org



Presenters/ Speakers / Panelists
David De Notaris is the
Executive Director of the Pennsylvania
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation
(OVR). David leads an amazing team
of over 1100 dedicated professionals,
investing approximately $200M in
state & federal resources to assist
individuals with disabilities in
achieving competitive integrated
employment. Last year, OVR assisted
over 5,000 employers and helped
8,800 customers find jobs, returning
$54M in state and federal taxes. David
believes that access equals success:
when we can help individuals access
the same information as their
classmates, neighbors, colleagues
and peers, they can get the same
education, training opportunities and
jobs!

ddenotaris@pa.gov
717.787.6176

Toni Gainer is the director of
PA211 East, a program of the United
Way of Lancaster County. 2-1-1 is an
easy to remember number that quickly
connects people with critical services
and volunteer opportunities in their
local community. 2-1-1 is a free,
confidential telephone number that is
available 24 hours a day, seven days
per week. Professionally trained
specialists provide information and
assistance by connecting individuals
to the most appropriate services
available in their community. PA211
East currently serves Lancaster,
Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, Northampton
and Schuylkill Counties.

gainer@UWLanc.org
717.824.8118

Theresa L. Giurintano is
the Executive Director of Lebanon
Transit, a regional public transit
provider, offering transportation
services to the residents of Lebanon
County, Commuter Service to Dauphin
County and Saturday service to
Lancaster County. Theresa was
responsible for guiding Lebanon
Transit through the process of
transitioning from a rural to small
urban transit property. Theresa is a

Certified Community Transportation
Manager and is active in several
organizations and groups whose
purpose is to advance the cause,
goals and funding of her chosen field.

tgiurintano@lebanontransit.org
717.273.3664

Melissa Hawkins is the
Executive Director of the Disability
Empowerment Center since April of
2013. Having worked in the not-for-
profit field for over 12 years, she has
been working in the disability field for
ten years. She attended The
Pennsylvania State University where
she graduated with her Bachelor’s
degree in Applied Behavioral Science.
She then attended Virginia Tech
University where she graduate with a
dual Master’s of Science in Human
Resources and Adult Learning. She
also earned a Certification in
Leadership Studies from Temple
University.

mhawkins@decpa.org
717.394.1890

Shirley Keith Knox is
the Deputy Administrator for
Intellectual Disabilities and Early
Intervention Services at the Dauphin
County Mental Health and Intellectual
Disabilities Program.   She is
responsible for the management of
services to individuals enrolled in the
intellectual disabilities system and
infants and toddlers eligible for early
intervention services.

sknox@dauphininc.org
717.780.7050

Jenni Kistler is the Program
Manager for the Goodwill Keystone
Area Work Incentives Planning and
Assistance Program (WIPA) program
and a Certified Work Incentives
Coordinator (CWIC).  She began
working for Goodwill Keystone Area in
September of 2010 and became the
WIPA program manager in 2013.  The
Goodwill Keystone Area WIPA
program is funded by a grant from
Social Security and covers 35
counties in Pennsylvania.

jkistler@yourgoodwill.org
717.682.0656

Laurie Kleynen is Director of
Residential Services for Excentia,
Lancaster, PA. Laurie began working
towards a career in the field of intellectual
disabilities in 1981, while still in high
school.  Working direct care with children
in York County through Prospectus
Associates, Inc. (PAI), Laurie continued
to work all through high school and while
attending college full time at York College
majoring in Therapeutic Recreation.
Laurie began working in Lancaster
County in 1990 and in 1991 headed up
the Residential program, which has now
more than doubled in size with a wide
array of services. Recently Excentia
started an exciting and innovative
transitional apartment program in
conjunction with Lancaster County
BHDS.

Lkleynen@ourexcentia.org
717.519.6740

Sherri Landis is the Executive
Director of The D.R.E.A.M. Partnership.
Prior to her joining DREAM, Sherri was
the Executive Director of the
Pennsylvania School Bus Association
and worked as a lobbyist for the law firm
of Tive, Hetrick & Pierce. The mission of
the DREAM Partnership is to develop a
selection of post-secondary educational
opportunities, including dormitory
options, which lead to independent living
and employment opportunities for
students with intellectual disabilities in
Pennsylvania.

slandis@dreampartnership.org
717.975.0611

Dr. Ann Marie Licata is the
Director of the Pennsylvania Inclusive
Higher Education Consortium, developed
as a result of Millersville University’s
successful receipt of a competitive
federal Transition and Postsecondary
Programs for Students with Intellectual
Disability (TPSID) grant.

Annemarie.Licata@millersville.edu
717.871.5915



Kathy McCarthy is the
Regional Housing Coordinator
(Region 9) for Self-Determination
Housing Project of Pennsylvania
(SDHP). She has more than 20 years
of professional experience, having
worked in Chester County
government administering funding for
programs and activities that benefit
low-income and other disadvantaged
populations, with a focus on housing
affordability and diversity.

kathy@sdhp.org
610.836.2570

Christopher Rogers is
Christopher is a 2nd year student
enrolled in Career & Life Studies at
Millersville University. He graduated
from Hempfield High School.

Flavel Rogers is an
advocate and parent. She has
worked in the health field throughout
her career and is currently with
Southeast Lancaster Health Services
in Lancaster.

Nathan Roth is the Director
of the Housing Equality & Equity
Institute at the Lancaster Housing
Opportunity Partnership.  The
Institute ensures civil rights and
empowerment in housing throughout
our region by cultivating relationships
between neighbors, community
benefit organizations, and
governments.  Prior to this work,
Nathan oversaw multifamily real
estate for a housing developer and
manager, and also investigated
discrimination in housing on behalf of
the local and Federal governments.

nroth@lhop.org
717.682.0656

Matthew Seeley is the
Executive Director for the Pennsyl-
vania Statewide Independent Living
Council. He has been involved in the
Independent Living movement for

the past 12 years.  After a life-
changing car accident and
subsequent rehabilitation in a
nursing home, Matthew graduated
Magna Cum Laude from DeSales
University in Center Valley
Pennsylvania in 2004, with a degree
in Political Science. During this
period, Seeley also was appointed
as the PASILC representative to the
Pennsylvania Rehabilitation Council
where his advocacacy helps
individuals with disabilities get back
to work through the services of the
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

mrseeley@pasilc.org
717.364.1732

Marchel Simmons is the
Assistant Director of Shared Ride
Services  shared-ride (paratransit)
program - Rose Transit Authority’s
Access program - for senior citizens
and persons with disabilities in
Lancaster County. This door-to-door
transportation service, known as Red
Rose Access, is available to those
who are unable to use Red Rose
Transit Authority’s fixed-route bus
system. Red Rose Access provides
door-to-door shared ride service for
persons with disabilities, senior
citizens, and others throughout
Lancaster County.

msimmons@redrosetransit.org
717.397.5613

Marcy Simpson is Director
of Paratransit Services with Lebanon
Transit; a position she’s had since
joining the agency in 2010. She
supervises ten drivers and three staff
members.  Lebanon Transit
Paratransit provides approximately
225 trips a day. Marcy currently
serves on the Age Wave Steering
Committee, 50+ Committee,
Lebanon County Council on Human
Services and Berks-Lancaster-
Lebanon LINK to Aging and Disability
Resources, she also served as Vice

Chair of the Lebanon County Area on
Aging.

msimpson@lebanontransit.org
717.273.3664

Steven H. Suroviec is the
Special Advisor to the PA Secretary of
Human Services where his focus is on
promoting and increasing employment
outcomes for people with a disability.
Within DHS, Steve is working with the
Office of Developmental Programs and
Office of Long-Term Living to increase
employment outcomes for their
program participants. He also co-chairs
the Governor’s Employment First
executive order interagency workgroup.
Steve’s past professional experience
includes leadership roles at the PA
Office of Developmental Programs, PA
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, and
The Arc of Pennsylvania.

stsuroviec@pa.gov
717.783.8422

Denise Verchimak is
Director of the Bureau of Vocational
Rehabilitation Services. She is
responsible for the management of 15
District Offices statewide providing
rehabilitative services to individuals
with disabilities to further our agency
goal of assisting our customers to
obtain employment and independence.

dverchimak@pa.gov
717.772.3511

Maureen Westcott is
Executive Director of The Arc of
Lancaster County. Prior to that she was
Policy Advocate for The Arc of PA.
Maureen lives in Lititz and has children
and grandchildren in Lititz, Oxford PA,
and Baltimore MD.

mwestcott@thearcoflancasterco.org
717.394.5251

Jan Bechtel is Interim Director
of the Career & Life Studies Program at
Millersville University.

Presenters/ Speakers / Panelists



notes



PA 2-1-1 is a statewide collaborative for health and
human service information for Pennsylvanians. This
easy-to-remember 2-1-1 phone number will link PA

residents with human services throughout Pennsylvania.

T.W. Ponessa &
Associates is
dedicated to

providing
guidance and

nurturance for the
safety, well-being,
and permanency

for children,
adults, families,

and communities.

Lancaster Lebanon Intermediate Unit 13 is an
education service agency dedicated to delivering
irresistible services to schools and communities

across the state and beyond.

The Disability Empowerment Center is the Center for
Independent Living serving Lancaster and Lebanon
Counties. DEC is a private, nonprofit, nonresidential
organization run by and for people with disabilities.

Empowering people with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities to lead full,

independent lives of their choice through
advocacy, family support, and programs.

Independent Living
Services, a division of

Accessing Independence, is
a nonprofit organization

committed to helping people
with disabilities, including
veterans and the elderly,

lead more independent and
fulfilling lives.

Goodwill provides a variety of services to youth
including benefits counseling, work based
learning and employment services including

discovery and customized employment services.

Infobility
Sharing Information on Disability Issues.

Millersville University is both a top-notch university
and a vital part of the Central Pennsylvania town
of Millersville and its surrounding communities.

Millersville University of Pennsylvania is one of the
most highly regarded universities in the northeast

region of the United States.

Career & Life Studies

Lindy and Philip Malin have been marketing  their
adorable and inspiring pet images worldwide for
over 25 years. The Malins use these images to

help children and adults overcome inner
obstacles and redirect self limiting thoughts.

Excentia provides comprehensive services that are warm,
caring and respectful. Services are available from

childhood through adulthood and are utilized as needed.
Excentia is recognized as a center of excellence for all
services offered. Visit www.ourexcentia.org for more

information.

Please be sure to visit with
these resources and information

providers while you’re here today

The Lebanon County
Libraries provide
quality resources
and services for all

ages. As the
recipients of a

FINRA grant, we are
focusing on financial

literacy for young
adults transitioning to
independent living.

The Self Determination Housing Project of
PA., Inc. Is a statewide non-profit organization

that works to expand housing options for
people with disabilities in Pennsylvania.

Self-Determination Housing Project
of Pennsylvania, Inc.

PENNSYLVANIA LINK
TO AGING AND DISABILITY

RESOURCES
Aging and Disability Resource

Centers (ADRC) are a nationwide
effort to take a seamless approach
in the way we assist seniors and
adults with disabilities who need

help with activities of daily living. The
ADRC in Pennsylvania is known as
the Link. The Path Ahead Youth
Transition Summit  is a special
project of the Berks-Lancaster-

Lebanon Service Area.

TOLL FREE HELPLINE:
 1-800-753-8827

The Pennsylvania Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, or OVR,
provides vocational rehabilitation services to help persons

with disabilities prepare for, obtain, or maintain employment.
OVR provides services to eligible individuals with disabilities,
both directly and through a network of approved vendors.

Services are provided on an individualized basis.

Adult Enrichment is a
nonprofit program under

Accessing Independence, a
UDS Foundation entity, that

provides important social
and educational

opportunities to individuals
18 and older with physical
or intellectual disabilities.


