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December 11, 2015 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 
Several opportunities presented themselves this week which allowed the Department to 
collaborate with a variety of our aging network partners as well as our sister state government 
agencies.   On Monday, the Eastern Pennsylvania Geriatrics Society held their annual dinner 
and awards presentation in Philadelphia.  It was a privilege to gather with them and to offer the 
keynote address at the end of the evening.   Most of all, it was impressive to be in the presence 
of so many dedicated professionals who are committed to improving the health and well-being 
of the elderly in the Delaware Valley.  Among those recognized with special awards were: 
 

 Diane A. Menio, Executive Director of CARIE, who received the Charles Ewing 
President’s Award for extraordinary accomplishments in improving the lives of the 
elderly; 
 

 George M. Wohlreich, MD, FCPP of The College of Physicians of Philadelphia, who 
received the Barbara Bell, MD Award for distinguished service in the field of Geriatric 
Medicine; 
 

 Teresa R. Clark, BSN, RN-BC of Cathedral Village, who received the Nancy Tatum, RN 
Award for distinguished service in the field of Geriatric Nursing; and  
 

 Joseph Townsend, NHA, who received the Grace W. Harrison Award for extraordinary 
accomplishments in advancing education for nursing home administrators and staff. 
 

Congratulations to each awardee and many thanks to David Hoffman, President of the Eastern 
PA Geriatrics Society, for his kind invitation allowing me to be part of such a special evening.  
 

On Wednesday, Governor Tom Wolf joined state officials, government employees and the 
members of the Pennsylvania National Guard for the 26th annual Holiday Wish Program, which 
provides donated gifts to about 200 families and 100 seniors across Pennsylvania.  The 
program began in the Department of Human Services and now involves several state agencies, 
including the Department of Aging.  It was an honor to join Governor Wolf and several fellow 
cabinet members and executives from the departments of Human Services, Aging, General 
Services, Health, Transportation, and Labor and Industry to kick-off the event, which included 
children from a local child care provider and a visit by Santa Claus.  Thanks to all who 
contributed their time and treasure to benefit other Pennsylvania families and seniors.In 
particular, thank you to our own Laura Conrad for coordinating our Department’s participation in 
this year’s Holiday Wish Program.   
 

On Thursday, we proudly announced that the Department of Aging will host the 27th annual 
National Adult Protective Services Association (NAPSA) conference, which is slated to take 
place in Philadelphia on Monday, August 29 to Wednesday, August 31, 2016 at the Loews 
Philadelphia Hotel.  The event will feature the nation’s leading adult protective services (APS) 
professionals and provide an opportunity for them to share their expertise. Our partnership with 
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NAPSA comes at a time when elder justice has made its way to the forefront of an 
administration, as Governor Tom Wolf has listed his senior initiative as a top priority. When 
asked to comment on the upcoming event, Governor Wolf replied, “Pennsylvania currently has 
the 4th highest percentage of individuals age 60 and over, tallying nearly 2.7 million statewide.  
This reality only heightens our commitment to protecting our seniors from all forms of abuse and 
neglect, strengthening the safety net for all vulnerable adults and providing the platform where 
professional education and practice can take root and flourish in communities throughout the 
nation.”   We are incredibly excited to work collaboratively with NAPSA, along with our sister 
state agencies and community partners to plan for a successful conference.  Save the dates… 
more details on the 2016 NAPSA Conference will follow in the days ahead!  
 
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 
 
We Want to Hear From You! 
We would be incredibly grateful if you would take a few minutes to participate in a survey 
regarding the Department of Aging’s Friday Wrap-Up. Whether positive or negative, your reply 
will truly impact our ability to ensure we produce a purposeful newsletter that includes timely 
and helpful information.  
 
The survey is anonymous and can be accessed by clicking here.   
 
Legislative Update  
 
This Pennsylvania General Assembly continues negotiations regarding a 2015-16 PA State 
Budget. The House is scheduled to return to session tomorrow December 12 and the Senate on 
Monday December 14. 
 
Senate Activity 

This week the PA Senate has passed HB 777 by a vote of 50-0. This will now proceed to 
Governor Wolf for consideration.   
 
HB 777 - By  Rep. Seth Grove:  This bill This bill amends the State Lottery Law to 
provide that anyone enrolled in PACE or PACENET as of December 31, 2015 shall 
remain eligible if the maximum income limit is exceeded due solely to a Social Security 
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA.)   Since 2002 several amendments have passes to 
protect people enrolled in PACE and PACENET from losing benefits due to their Social 
Security COLA.  The most recent one was Act 12 of 2014 which extended this 
“moratorium” until December 31, 2015. 
 
To view HB 777, click here. 

 
Pending Legislation in the Senate 

HB 1329 by Hal English: Known as the “CARE Act”, this bill will require certain hospitals 
to allow patients an opportunity to designate caregivers in patients' medical records. The 
bill is currently on the Senate Calendar for second consideration.   
 
To view HB 1329, click here.  

 
House Activity 
No aging related bills were considered or introduced this week. 

https://form.jotform.com/53367355652158
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0777&pn=0877
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1329&pn=1883
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Upcoming Committee Hearings 

House Aging and Older Adult Services: On December 15 the committee will hold an 
informational meeting that will include a discussion with hospice providers, palliative care 
specialists, caregivers and various options offered to older adults and their families in 
dealing with chronic medical issues and terminal illness. The meeting will be held from 
9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in room B-31 of the Capitol.  

 
General Assembly Update 

State Representative Tim Krieger (R-Westmoreland) will resign from the House on 
December 29 to be sworn in for a decade long term on the Westmoreland County 
Common Pleas Court.   
 
State Representative Thaddeus Kirkland, (D) Delaware County, has been elected mayor 
of the City of Chester and plans to retire from the PA House on December 31.   
 
Senator Dominic Pileggi, (R) Delaware County, who has been elected as a judge will 
leave office at the end of December.   

 
Personnel Update 
 
Pat Rumberger is retiring today as Administrator of the Northumberland County Area Agency 
on Aging.  Pat has been with Northumberland County AAA for almost 32 years.  She held 
various progressively responsible positions, including serving as Deputy Administrator for 12 
years and as Administrator since 2008.  We wish Pat a wonderful retirement and thank her for 
the good work she has done for older adults in Northumberland County.   
 
Karen Leonovich, who served as the Deputy Administrator since 2012, will take over as the 
new Administrator.  Karen can be reached at karen.leonovich@ncaging.org, 570-495-2395.   
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here.  

2016 Volunteer Spotlight Award 
National Volunteer Week, which was established and signed into law by President Nixon in 
1974, is an opportunity to engage, inspire and encourage people to seek out innovative ways 
to make a difference in their communities. This important initiative also provides individuals and 
their respective communities an opportunity to take action to be at the center of social change – 
discovering and actively demonstrating their collective power to make a difference. In 
Pennsylvania as well as in other states across the nation, our volunteers are a vital resource for 
organizations to draw upon to help those in need.  
 
April 10-16, 2016 marks the celebration of National Volunteer Week throughout the U.S. and 
2016’s theme is “Celebrate Service.”  To celebrate the amazing volunteers who make an 

mailto:karen.leonovich@ncaging.org
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1615089/december_4%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
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indelible impact within Pennsylvania’s aging network each day, the Department of Aging (PDA) 
is proud to announce the nomination process for its third annual “Volunteer Spotlight” award.  
 
Nominees for the PDA Volunteer Spotlight Award can be associated with any of the volunteer-
related programs administered through the Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) and nominations 
are limited to two individuals per county.  
 
Interested AAAs should return the completed nomination form to Troy Dunston by 5:00 PM, 
Friday, January 15, 2016.  Submissions must be as detailed as possible and include all of the 
required documentation. 
 
Submissions and/or questions may be sent via email, tdunston@pa.gov.   
 
2016 award recipients will be announced early 2016 and will be honored during various 
activities and events throughout the month of April.   
 
Ombudsman Office 
 
Pennsylvania Empowered Expert Residents (PEER) 
The Jefferson County Area Agency on Aging recently held a PEER graduation ceremony at 
Mulberry Square Elder Care and Rehabilitation Center. The PEER program trains residents to 
advocate for themselves and on behalf of fellow residents in order to improve the quality of life 
and care in long-term care facilities.  
 
The six PEER graduates were Jim Gilson, Fred Kerr, Fran McMichael, Grace Rouillard, Donna 
Weaver and Bill Wolfe.   
 
Welcoming remarks were made by Tawnia Norris, Volunteer PEER Trainer and Mindy Sivanich, 
Ombudsman Coordinator. Guest speakers included Richard Alexander, the Mayor of 
Punxsutawney, Joanna Boartz, a representative from Cris Dush’s office within the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives, Molly McNutt, Deputy Executive Director of the Jefferson County 
Area Agency on Aging and Jan Brown, Ombudsman Specialist. The PEERs received 
graduation certificates from the Jefferson County Area Agency on Aging, Representative Dush’s 
office and the Jefferson County Commissioners.  
 
These six new PEERS joined the five existing PEERs at the facility. Jefferson County now has a 
total of 36 PEERs and 9 volunteers who support the state’s Ombudsman Program.  
 
Congratulations to the new PEER class and welcome to the team! 
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Franklin County 
Event: Reaching Out for Resources Day  
Description: Franklin County Human Services and Cumberland County Aging and Community 
Services staff will be available to answer residents’ questions and make referrals. 
Location:  Katie’s Place, 130 South Penn Street, Shippensburg, PA 
Date:  Tuesday, December 15 
Time:  10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Contact:  E-mail – thelink@ccpa.net 

     Phone – 717-240-7887 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1615931/2016_pda_volunteer_spotlight_award_nomination_form_docx
mailto:tdunston@pa.gov
mailto:thelink@ccpa.net
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Berks County 
Event: HealthNet Holiday Event 
Description: Networking, fun and games are on tap for this event. FREE for anyone who has 
attended a 2015 HealthNet meeting; others, $5.00. 
Location: The Heritage of Green Hills, Brandywine Room, 200 Tranquility Lane, Shillington, PA 
19507  
Date: Thursday, December 17, 1:00 – 3:00 pm 
Contact: Email Selena Darrough, Healthnetberks@gmail.com 
Registration Deadline: Monday, December 14 
 
Lancaster County 
Event: Red Rose Council of the Blind monthly meeting  
Description: Persons with vision loss along with family members and friends are invited to 
attend. The group’s goal is to encourage and assist people who are blind or vision impaired in 
seeking independence through employment, the learning of blindness skills, personal and social 
adjustment, and making significant contributions to society at large. 
Location: Vision Corps, 244 North Queen Street, Lancaster, PA  
Date: Monday, December 14, 4:00 – 6:00 pm. 
Contact: John Horst, 717.367.6346. 
 
Event: Lancaster County Link partners’ network cross-training meeting  
Description: This month’s meeting features two cross-training presenters and a pecha kucha. 
Bev Via, APPRISE coordinator of Lancaster County, and Cynthia Gartman, co-principal, Seniors 
Blue Book of Southcentral Pennsylvania, and pecha kucha presenter, Susan Schaffer, principal, 
Infobility. Meeting is free and open to everyone. Please let us know if you need 
accommodations. 
Location: The Long Community at Highland, 600 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 
Contact: 717.380.9714, blllink@mail.com 
Registration Deadline: Tuesday, December 15. 
 
Lebanon County 
Event: SARCC Solstice Benefit  
Description: Spend some time on the shortest day / longest night to find some quiet time. We 
will do some gentle stretching and movement and have a wonderful guided relaxation to get us 
into the calm and quiet spirit of the season. Donation with all proceeds benefitting the Sexual 
Assault Resource and Counseling Center – SARCC. 
Location: Quittie Glen Pavilion, 417 Reigerts Lane, Annville, PA 17003.  
Date: Monday, December 21, 10:00 – 11:15 am or 6:30 – 7:45 pm. 
Contact: Denise Smith, 717.867.4517, kdsmity502@comcast.net 
 
Grant Opportunities 
 
Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) Grant Program 
The National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture (NIFI) is 
requesting applications for the Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) Grant Program for the 
federal fiscal year 2016. This program supports projects to increase the purchase of fruits and 
vegetables among low-income consumers participating in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) and improve the nutrition and health status of participating 
households. For more information, click here. 
 
 

http://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/food-insecurity-nutrition-incentive-fini-grant-program.
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Announcements 
 
Statewide Plan on Independent Living Comment Survey 
The Statewide Independent Living Council is gathering information about the concerns and 
ideas that people with disabilities have about living independently in Pennsylvania.  This 
information will be used to conduct planning and to use resources to improve the quality of life in 
the future. The survey can be accessed by clicking here. 
 
ASA’s 2016 Leadership Institute 
ASA’s 2016 Leadership Institute will be held from March 20-24, 2016, in Washington, D.C. This 
is an opportunity to uncover your unique leadership qualities and become an agent of change 
within your organization and the field of aging. 
 
This five-day leadership development intensive offers assessment of your communication and 
leadership styles, a review of major shifts in the field of aging, as well as presentations and 
networking opportunities with leaders in the field of aging. 
 
Successful candidates are professionals in the field of aging with at least three years’ 
experience and a strong interest in building leadership skills. Full participation in pre-institute 
assessments, February webinar, and onsite activities is required to be awarded a certificate of 
completion. Learn more and enroll before February 18 at http://asaging.org/leader. 
 
York County Community Foundation's Embracing Aging Initiative 
York County Community Foundation's Embracing Aging Initiative will be holding an event called 
The Journey to Embracing Aging with Bill Thomas. It will be held Monday, January 25 at 3 pm in 
the Waldner Performing Arts Center at York College. Thomas’ riveting message will challenge 
the way we think about aging, which is a perfect complement to the Community Foundation's 
Embracing Aging Initiative.  
 
The event is FREE, but registration is requested here. 
 
In the News 
 
Penna. encourages older drivers to assess their skills behind the wheel 
insurancejournal.com 
 
Department of Aging Secretary Teresa Osborne Named to National Association of States 
United for Aging and Disabilities (NASUAD) Board of Directors 
Aging Pressroom 
 
Pennsylvania to Host the 2016 National Adult Protective Services Association Conference 
Aging Pressroom 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RT8DKGS
http://members.asaging.org/members_online/utilities/emailct.asp?6c7f45a997bf1eef2fd16ac9d3355d98df8cb11115190f6e2ef5e94ca0c568cc7ee20e494cc7c803
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fTvN5hKqV45o3iQEDLUPSRWNGwInGWok0ntA7IaKb1CB2ScH5nu6XK6S3wsivI3Kk5UBh85RyXZ71JrAwWlS8Jqq61e8-BHsz1Z3mhFldJ3YFWoQJ9BvJONOJReV9YTa8T1QtiMlFwGnG7ktP_9aNFR7A9KEDiGyx0v10OSWY4FGXbN6Ng3KBk7hYcmDesIwFuiXOyOle5jxeWYK9X-k3Q==&c=i4ndOimej7gl4ui-6eKc3awWw_IrKcZnYPtxANnMQtThOrCgSuAMdQ==&ch=uNfgzCydfD-punG-YFaS7YuUwZyKfLLKBpbV0npSu4Rj2TBjtZGXgQ==
http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/east/2015/12/10/391495.htm
http://www.media.pa.gov/pages/aging_details.aspx?newsid=118
http://www.media.pa.gov/pages/aging_details.aspx?newsid=118
http://www.media.pa.gov/pages/aging_details.aspx?newsid=119
mailto:drwilburne@pa.gov

