
 
  
November 20, 2015 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 

an irreversible, progressive brain disease that affects nearly 47 million people worldwide.  In the 
United th leading 
cause of death in the United States and is the only cause of death in the top ten that cannot be 

research and supports a broad portfolio of research as part of the National Plan to Address 

Project intended to: create and maintain an 

research and services across all federal agencies; accelerate the development of treatments 
that would prevent, halt, or re

Alzheimer's disease for ethnic and racial minority populations that are at higher risk for 

services.  In 2012, the 1st put forth 

enhance public awareness and engagement; and 5) track progress and drive improvement.   
For more information on the National Plan and the 2015 update, click here. As I reviewed these 
national goals and compared them to the recommendations made by those who worked so 

Disorders, like many others, I recognize that additional work and effort is needed to ensure that 
we continue to respond to, plan for and implement services and programs that will address the 

levels.  During my review, however, I could not stop thinking about former President Ronald 
R

today, the number of people with the disease has soared to more than 5.3 million.  On 
November 5, 1994, 11 years after making this National designation, President Reagan himself 

suffered from this disease for nearly a decade.  As we commit ourselves to working to improve 

share with you for your own reflection the words of President Reagan when he announced to 
America on November 5, 1994 the news of his diagnosis:    
 

will be afflicted with Alzheimer's disease. Upon learning this news, Nancy and I had to decide 
whether as private citizens we would keep this a private matter or whether we would make this 
news known in a public way. In the past, Nancy suffered from breast cancer and I had my 
cancer surgeries. We found through our open disclosures we were able to raise public 



awareness. We were happy that as a result, many more people underwent testing. They were 
treated in early stages and able to return to normal, healthy lives.  So now we feel it is important 
to share it with you. In opening our hearts, we hope this might promote greater awareness of 
this condition. Perhaps it will encourage a clearer understanding of the individuals and families 
who are affected by it.  At the moment I feel just fine. I intend to live the remainder of the years 
God gives me on this Earth doing the things I have always done. I will continue to share life's 
journey with my beloved Nancy and my family. I plan to enjoy the great outdoors and stay in 
touch with my friends and supporters. Unfortunately, as Alzheimer's disease progresses, the 
family often bears a heavy burden. I only wish there was some way I could spare Nancy from 
this painful experience. When the time comes, I am confident that with your help she will face it 
with faith and courage. In closing, let me thank you, the American people, for giving me the 
great honor of allowing me to serve as your president. When the Lord calls me home, whenever 
that day may be, I will leave with the greatest love for this country of ours and eternal optimism 
for its future.  I now begin the journey that will lead me into the sunset of my life. I know that for 

 
 
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 
 
Legislative Update  
 
House & Senate Action  

This week the Senate passed the following bills: 
 
HB 753 by Rep. Schlegel-Culver:  This bill will establish the PA Long Term-Care Council 
under the Department of Aging.  The bill now goes to Governor Wolf for 
consideration.  The final day for action (approval of the bill) is Nov. 28th.  
 
To view HB 753, click here. 
 
SB 609 By Sen. Mensch.  This legislation will establish a task force on prostate cancer 
and related chronic prostate conditions.  The Secretary of Aging will be a member of the 
task force which will be under the oversight of the Department of Health.  The bill is now 
before Governor Wolf for consideration. The final day for action is Nov. 29th.  
 
To view SB 609, click here. 

 
Pending, New and Approved Legislation 

Senate Pending 
HB 1329 
to allow patients an opportunity to designate caregivers in patients' medical records. The 
bill is currently on the Senate Calendar for second consideration on Monday, Nov. 
23.   
 
To view HB 1329, click here. 
 
HB 683 by Rep. Kathy Rapp: This bill amends the Senior Citizens Property Tax and 

  The bill is currently on the Senate calendar for a 
third and final vote on Mon. Nov. 23rd.  



 
To view HB 683, click here. 

 
HB 406 by Rep. Jim Cox: This bill amends the definition of income, clarifies the eligibility 
and time to file a claim on behalf of an estate for a PTRR. The definition of income for 
the Property Tax and Rent Rebate (PTRR) program currently includes the gross amount 
of insurance benefits, life insurance benefits and proceeds, except the first $5,000 of the 
total of death benefit payments. This legislation increases the exemption threshold from 
$5,000 to $10,000 for death benefit payments. The bill is currently on the Senate 
calendar for second consideration on Mon. Nov. 23rd.  
 
To view HB 406, click here. 
 
Sen.-Elect Reschenthaler will be sworn into the Pennsylvania Senate on Nov. 24th. He 
replaces Sen. Matt Smith, Senate District #37 which is part of Allegheny and 
Washington Counties.  
 
The following bills are on the House Calendar for second consideration on 
Monday Nov. 23. 
HB 190  By Rep Curt Sonney: The bill will amend the State Lottery Law which funds 
the states PACE / PACENET Program to further define the definition of income to 
exclude  US Savings Bond principal and interest from income when determining an 

  / PACENET program. 
 
To view HB 190, click here. 
 
HB 493  By Rep. Neil Goodman:  

state 
when calculating eligibility for the PACE / PACENET program 
 
To view HB 493, click here. 
 
HB 777 - By  Rep. Seth Grove:  This bill This bill amends the State Lottery Law to 
provide that anyone enrolled in PACE or PACENET as of December 31, 2015 shall 
remain eligible if the maximum income limit is exceeded due solely to a Social Security 
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA).   Since 2002 several amendments have passes to 
protect people enrolled in PACE and PACENET from losing benefits due to their Social 
Security COLA.  The most recent one was Act 12 of 2014 which extended this 

 
 
To view HB 777, click here. 
 
The following House Resolutions were adopted this week. 
HR 587 by Rep Adam Ravenstahl: A resolution recognizing the month of November 

   
 
To view HR 587, click here. 
 
HR 589 by Rep. Donna Bullock: A resolution designating the week of November 8 

caregivers who provide assistive and personal in-home care.  



To view HR 589, click here. 
 
New Legislation 
HR 595 by Rep. Steve Samuelson: A resolution designating the month of November 

 
 
To view HR 595, click here.  

 
Upcoming Committee Hearings 

House Health Committee- On Mon. Nov. 23rd the committee will hold a joint 
informational hearing on Managed Long Term Services and Supports (MLTSS). The 
purpose of the hearing is to acquire information on the proposed roll out of Community 
HealthChoices. Groups asked to provide testimony include the Dept. of Aging, 
Department of Human Services Office of Long-Term Living (DHS-OLTL), and the PA 
Association of Area Agencies on Aging (P4A).  

 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here.  

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Lancaster County 
Event: Dancing with the Stars Lebanon  
Description: A special benefit for Domestic Violence Intervention of Lebanon County. Come 
out and watch six local celebrities compete for glory and bragging rights, not to mention your 
votes.  For $40, you get an evening of fun, including raffle, silent auction, cocktails, dinner, and 
of course lots of dancing  all while helping your neighbors live free from abuse. Cocktail hour 
begins at 6:00pm, followed by dinner at 7:00pm and the dance competition at 8:00pm. Call for 
tickets. 
Location: All About Your Catering, 302 E. Lehman Street, Lebanon, PA. 
Date: November 21, 6:00 pm  10:00 pm 
Contact: 717.507.4356 or 717.679.7866 
 
Lehigh/Northampton Counties 
Event:  Future Care Planning and Fair Housing 
Description: PA Link and North Penn Legal Services are partnering to hold a workshop on 
future care planning and fair housing. Limited to 60 participants. 
Location:  Fowler Family Southside Center, Room 605, 511 E. Third Street, Bethlehem, PA 
Date:  December 3, registration 8:30 am, workshop 9:00 am  12:00 pm 
Contact:  E-mail  kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org
          Phone  610.782.3096 
Registration Deadline: November 27 
 
 
 



Grant Opportunities 
 
Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) Grant Program 
The National Institute of Food and Agriculture; U.S. Department of Agriculture (NIFI) is 
requesting applications for the Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) Grant Program for the 
federal fiscal year 2016. This program supports projects to increase the purchase of fruits and 
vegetables among low-income consumers participating in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) and improve the nutrition and health status of participating 
households. The appropriated amount available for NIFA to support this program in 2016 is 
approximately $16.8 million. Grants will be awarded for $100,000 - $500,000.  Eligibility to 
receive this grant is limited to government agencies and non-profit organizations.  Matching 
contributions are required. Applications will be accepted until December 16, 2015. For more 
information, click here. 
 
2016-2017 Pennsylvania AmeriCorps State Competitive Grants Request for Applications 
A Notice of Intent to Apply is required to be eligible for this competition and is due by Friday, 
November 13, 2015 by 5:00 p.m. Grant Applications are due Tuesday, December 8, 2015 by 
5:00 p.m. All information regarding this grant will be posted to the PennSERVE website. 
 
Announcements 
 
Statewide Plan on Independent Living Comment Survey 
The Statewide Independent Living Council is gathering information about the concerns and 
ideas that people with disabilities have about living independently in Pennsylvania.  This 
information will be used to conduct planning and to use resources to improve the quality of life in 
the future. The survey can be accessed by clicking here. 
 
 
ASA’s 2016 Leadership Institute 

-24, 2016 in Washington, D.C. This 
is an opportunity to uncover your unique leadership qualities and become an agent of change 
within your organization and the field of aging. 
 
This five-day leadership development intensive offers assessment of your communication and 
leadership styles, a review of major shifts in the field of aging, as well as presentations and 
networking opportunities with leaders in the field of aging. 
 
S
experience and a strong interest in building leadership skills. Full participation in pre-institute 
assessments, February webinar, and onsite activities is required to be awarded a certificate of 
completion. Learn more and enroll before February 18 at http://asaging.org/leader. 
 
York County Community Foundation's Embracing Aging Initiative 
York County Community Foundation's Embracing Aging Initiative will be holding an event called 
The Journey to Embracing Aging with Bill Thomas. It will be held Monday, January 25 at 3 pm in 
the Waldner Performing Arts Center at York College. 
 

complement to the Community Foundation's Embracing Aging Initiative. Embracing Aging aims 
to make York County a great place to age through age-inclusive thinking and removing barriers 
to aging well. 



 
The event is FREE, but registration is requested here. 
 
In the News 
 
Residents for advocacy program honored by Department of Aging 
municyluminary.com 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 


