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October 9, 2015 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 
Earlier today, it was my pleasure to share some lunchtime remarks to those who gathered in 
State College for the Pennsylvania Association of Senior Centers (PASC) Annual Conference.  
While the conference afforded many educational opportunities, it also allowed PASC to honor a 
few folks with awards in recognition of their outstanding service.  I was privileged to share 
special moments with Jessica Gettig who was recognized as the Senior Center Professional of 
the Year, and Clarence and Mary Anne Brewer who were recognized as the Senior Center 
Volunteers of the Year.  The theme of this year’s PASC conference – “Building a Strong 
Foundation” – was quite fitting as we purposefully commit ourselves to building upon the 
foundation which began fifty years ago when President Lyndon B. Johnson signed three 
landmark pieces of legislation into law: Medicare, Medicaid and the Older Americans Act.  
Legislation that has shaped the lives of generations of older Americans and provided a 
framework for ensuring that older Americans would be able to live with dignity in their own 
homes and communities for as long as possible.  At the closing of the PASC Conference, we 
recognized that throughout the Commonwealth, senior centers are safe-harbors and community 
focal points that provide helpful resources, nutritious meals, wellness programs, educational 
opportunities, social and civic engagement and so much more so that older Pennsylvanians can 
age well.  Hat tip to PASC, its board and members, especially those who were recognized for 
their incredible service … thank you for continuing to add layers to a strong foundation that is 
committed to serving, protecting, enabling and empowering older Pennsylvanians.   
 
Having just recognized Medicare as one of the landmark pieces of legislation that is celebrating 
its 50th ‘birthday’ this year … we look ahead to next week when Medicare beneficiaries have the 
opportunity to change their Medicare Advantage Plan, which provides health coverage, and 
their Medicare Part D Plan, which provides prescription drug coverage.  This year, from 
October 15 to December 7, Medicare’s Open Enrollment Period takes place.  With over 2 
million Medicare beneficiaries in Pennsylvania accessing either Medicare (which is provided 
directly by the federal government) or Medicare Advantage (which is offered by private health 
insurance companies), or the prescription drug benefit (Medicare Part D), this once-a-year 
window is an important time.  Not everyone needs to switch their health or prescription plan, but 
every Medicare beneficiary should take time to review their current health or drug plan to ensure 
that the plan fits their needs.  Things to consider include: What coverage does the plan provide 
and what does it cost?  Are the services or drugs you need covered?  Do you have or are you 
eligible for other health and drug coverage?  What are the premiums, coinsurance, co-payment 
or deductibles?  What is the out-of-pocket limit for medical care?  Are your doctors/hospitals in 
your plan’s network?  Are your prescriptions covered?  What are the plan’s quality ratings?  In 
Pennsylvania for 2016, there are 168 Medicare Advantage plans and 29 Medicare Prescription 
Drug Plans available.  While shopping available plans and comparing costs is strongly 
encouraged, with so many choices the task can seem daunting.  But, help is available.  Calling 
1-800-MEDICARE connects you with a customer service representative 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week with the exception of Christmas and Thanksgiving Days when the service is closed, and 
support is offered in many languages.  TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.  Additionally, free 
health insurance counseling is available to Medicare beneficiaries and their families through the 



2 
 

SHIP (State Health Insurance Assistance Programs).  SHIP is a year round program, not 
affiliated with any insurance company, and counselors do not sell or solicit any type of 
insurance.  Rather, SHIP counselors educate and answer questions about Medicare Parts A, B, 
D and Medicare Advantage plans (Part C), Medicare Supplement policies, Extra Help for Part D, 
Medicare Savings Program, long term care insurance, and how employer/retiree health plans 
work with Medicare.  In Pennsylvania, SHIP counseling is made available through the 
Department of Aging’s APPRISE Program.  Trained counselors provide free, objective, in-
person or telephone assistance to help guide Medicare beneficiaries through their Medicare 
health insurance and prescription plan options.  To access this assistance, contact the 
APPRISE Program at 1-800-783-7067 from 9am to 4pm, Monday through Friday; or contact 
your local Area Agency on Aging.  In addition, during Medicare’s Open Enrollment Period, 
special Open Enrollment events are taking place throughout the 67 counties of the 
Commonwealth.  To find an Open Enrollment event near you, click here. 
 
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 
 
Legislative Update 
 
House & Senate Action 

On October 7th the House met to consider Governor Wolf’s latest tax proposal. After 
much debate the bill was voted down by a vote of 127 No -73 Yes. Leadership of the 
General Assembly and the Governor will continue to meet to try to come to an 
agreement on the budget. The Senate is scheduled to return on Tue. October 13th and 
the House on Mon. October 19th. 

 
New Legislation 

HB 1599 By Rep Steve McCarter: The bill amends the Taxpayer Relief Act, in senior 
citizens property tax and rent rebate assistance, further providing for property tax and 
rent rebate.  The bill proposes to change income limits and increases the amount of real 
estate taxes allowed as a rebate.  The bill has been referred to committee on House 
Finance for possible consideration.  

 
To view HB 1599, click here. 

 
Upcoming Committee Hearings 

House Aging and Older Adult Services Informational Hearing   
On Wed. October 21 the committee will hold an informational hearing on LBFC’s June 
2015 report on the Commonwealth’s Elder Abuse Task Forces. To view the LBFC 
report, click here. (The meeting time and location is to be announced). 
 
The informational hearing was postponed from October 7 until October 21. 
 

Committee Meetings Held Recently  
House Health Committee Hearing: On October 7, 2015, the Committee passed SB 609 
by Sen. Bob Mensch. This bill will establish a task force on prostate cancer and related 
chronic prostate conditions and provide for powers of the task force under the 
Department of Health.  The Secretary of Aging would serve as a member of the task 
force.  The bill now goes to the full House for consideration.  
 
To view SB 609, click here. 

http://www.aging.pa.gov/local-resources/Pages/AAA.aspx#.VhP00Zcpp2w
http://pda-apprise.org/meetings/index.php?MeetingType=PRESCRIPTION.
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1599&pn=2306
http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.us/Resources/Documents/Reports/521.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0609&pn=0892
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Personnel Update 
 
Abby Fox is starting on 10/13/15 as an Administrative Officer with the Operations and 
Management Office.  Abby can be reached at 717-783-6128, abfox@pa.gov.  
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here.  
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Berks County  
Event: 2015 Harvest Fest and 5K Run/Walk for Sight | a color fun run  
Description: A fun day for all, a great fall day with friends, neighbors, Vision Resource Center 
staff & volunteers, and the community featuring food, pumpkin decorating, a petting zoo, face 
painting, music and much more.  
Location: Vision Resource Center, 2020 Hampden Boulevard, Reading, PA  
Date: Saturday, October 10 – 10:00 am – 2:00 pm  
Contact: Vision Resource Center provides programs and services to blind and visually impaired 
individuals in Berks County. Call 610-375-8407 for more information 
 
Chester County 
Event: Link to Aging & Disability Resources Center Collaborative Partner Meeting 
Description: A community partner meeting featuring speaker Carol Hann from the Chester 
County Community Care Coalition. 
Location: The Government Services Center, 601 Westtown Rd, Rm.170, West Chester PA 
19380 
Date: October 14, 2015 
Time: 9 am to 10:30 am 
Contact:  E-mail – Elizabeth Doan at buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com 
           Phone – 484-364-6981 
Registration Deadline: October 13, 2015 
 
Event: Brandywine Hospital Open House 
Description: The event will celebrate the 6th year Anniversary of the Behavioral Health 
program, introduce the new VP of Behavioral Health, and display artwork that the program’s 
individuals in care have created, including written expression, tactile pieces and paintings, in 
honor of National Recovery Month. 
Location: 201 Reeceville Rd, Coatesville, PA 19320 
Date: October 20, 2015 
Time: 3 pm to 6 pm  
Contact:  E-mail – Cathy Copley,  cathy_copley@chs.net,  
               Phone – 610.383.8701 
Registration Deadline: October 13, 2015 
 

mailto:abfox@pa.gov
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1549125/sept_25%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
mailto:cathy_copley@chs.net
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Crawford County 
Event: Advanced Care Planning Educational Symposium 
Description: Sponsored by PA Link partner Hospice of Crawford County, Inc., this event will 
feature up to 4 hours of Continuing Education Credits and will feature a keynote address on 
Palliative Care from David J. Rickard, DO, as well as the opportunity to attend 3 breakout 
sessions (see registration form for more information on this event including descriptions of 
breakout sessions) 
Location: New Beginnings Church of God – 13226 Leslie Rd., Meadville, PA  
Date: Wednesday, November 4th 
Time: 1pm to 5pm (registration begins at 12noon) 
Registration: $10 (students are FREE with their student ID). Please pre-register by 10/30 by 
mailing registration form and fee to Hospice of Crawford County, Inc. – 464 Pine St., Meadville, 
PA 16335 
 
Lancaster County  
Event: Lancaster County Link partners’ network monthly cross-training meeting  
Description: Monthly community partners’ cross-training meeting features two presenters this 
month, Roger Steffy, Tabor Community Services and Laurie Reichert, Humana. Also a “pecha 
kucha” – Rodney Hulsey, AmRamp Lancaster, All about Ramps. Meeting is FREE and open to 
everyone; please let us know if you need accommodations.  
Location: Tabor Community Services, 308 East King Street, Lancaster, PA  
Date: Thursday, October 15 – 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm  
Contact: To RSVP, to let us know you need accommodation or for more information, call or 
text, 717.380.9714 or email blllink@mail.com.  
Registration Deadline: RSVP by October 13.  
 
Lebanon County  
Event: Veterans Appreciation Day Symposium & EXPO  
Description: FREE event that features a schedule of presentations and a vendor fair including 
informative, interactive and networking opportunities with veterans service organizations, 
colleges and military covering a broad array of key veteran topics.  
Location: Recreation Hall / Strickler Field, Fort Indiantown Gap, PA  
Date: Saturday, October 10 – 8:00 am – 5:00 pm  
Contact: 814.255-0355, Veterans Community Initiatives, Inc.  
Registration Deadline: Call 814.255.0355 for more information. 
 
Luzerne County 
Event: Welcoming and Affirming Practice: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning 
and Intersex (LGBTQI) Individuals 
Description: In this seminar we examine the effects of language, culture, and power dynamics 
on the developing personhood of those who carry the labels represented in LGBTQI, the focus 
will be on ways to become more truly welcoming and affirming to all persons who differ from us 
and learn from them how to be helpful as part of a healing community of support. 
Location: Heinz Rehab Hospital, 150 Mundy Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA         
Date: Wednesday, November 18, 2015 
Registration: 8:30 a.m. 
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Contact:  E-mail - Dawn Edwards  adrc@aginglw.org for registration form 
                 Phone - (570) 371-7540 
Registration Deadline: November 12  
 

mailto:adrc@aginglw.org
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Montgomery County 
Event: Montco SAAC Health Fair 
Description: The Montgomery County Adult Activities Center will host a health fair providing 
free health screenings, giveaways and information about services available to older adults. 
Location: 536 George St., Norristown, PA 19401 
Date: October 21, 2015 
Time: 9:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Contact:  E-mail – Susan Edgren at sedgren@montcosaac.com 
               Phone – 610-275-1960 
  
Event: Link to Aging & Disability Resources Center Collaborative Partner Meeting 
Description: A community partner meeting featuring speaker Sean Halbom, Director of 
Montgomery County Veteran’s Affairs. 
Location: 1430 DeKalb St, The Community Room, Norristown, PA 19404 
Date: October 29, 2015 
Time: 9 am to 10:30 am 
Contact:  E-mail – Elizabeth Doan at buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com 
       Phone – 484-364-6981 
Registration Deadline: October 28, 2015 
  
Event: The Economics of Caregiving 
Description: The symposium will bring together more than 200 people to provide insights into 
the economic burdens borne by caregivers and will stimulate solutions and reforms for an 
improved economic support system in the Commonwealth. 
Location: Montgomery County Community College, 340 DeKalb Pike, Blue Bell PA 19422 
Date: October 30, 2015 
Time: 8:15 am to 3:15 pm 
Contact:  E-mail – Donna Byrne at dbyrne@womenscentermc.org 
                Phone – 215-290-3122 
Registration Deadline: Register online at bcwac.org/upcoming-events 
 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 
 

mailto:drwilburne@pa.gov

