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August 21, 2015 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 
One of Governor Tom Wolf’s top priorities is to increase opportunities for older Pennsylvanians 
and individuals with physical disabilities to remain in their homes.   As a means to fulfill this 
commitment, the governor directed the Departments of Human Services (DHS) and Aging 
(PDA) to develop a plan to implement a Managed Long Term Services and Supports (MLTSS) 
program.  The MLTSS  goals are: promote health, safety and well-being of seniors and 
individuals living with disabilities, strengthen health care and long-term services and supports, 
enhance opportunities for home and community based services, more fully incorporate person-
centered planning, advance program innovation, and ensure efficiency, transparency and 
accountability.   
 
In June, a MLTSS Discussion Document was released and six stakeholder public input sessions 
were held across the commonwealth which afforded stakeholders opportunities to provide 
comments on how MLTSS should be implemented in the commonwealth.  During this first 
episode of stakeholder engagement, more than 800 comments were received which provided 
valuable insight and many common themes, specifically on the importance of consumer choice, 
ensuring access to a full continuum of services, integrating services and improving the 
participant and provider experience.    
 
As a result of our efforts thus far, steps are already being taken to ensure our goals are met, 
including increasing the number of staff assigned to work on Nursing Home Transition so that 
we advance opportunities for individuals to either avoid premature placement and/or transition 
back into the community; and several existing commonwealth contracts are being restructured 
in order to provide more choice for consumers, including a Home Modification Quality 
Improvement Program, Financial Management Services and Independent Enrollment Broker 
Services.  Additionally, we heard quite clearly that participants, providers and advocates desire 
more education, desire to be involved and seek consistent communication opportunities as the 
commonwealth moves to a MLTSS environment.    
 
To this end, two critical steps are being taken.  First, a MLTSS advisory committee will be 
established under the federally mandated purview of the Medical Assistance Advisory 
Committee (MAAC).  With majority representation of long term living consumers and caregivers, 
along with provider community representation, the MLTSS advisory committee will advise the 
commonwealth on the design and implementation of MLTSS.   This committee will meet bi-
weekly.  While membership will be announced shortly, their first meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015 from 10am to 1pm at Temple University, Strawberry Square, 
Harrisburg.  Second, a monthly webinar will be held on the third Thursday of every month so 
that all stakeholders can continue to be engaged.    
 
As a network of committed advocates and providers who strive to engage, enable, serve and 
protect Older Pennsylvanians, we are faced with many challenges, including budget concerns 
and a growing population.   These areas of concern require us to dig deeper as we look to the 
not so distant future and find innovative and effective ways to respond to and address the needs 
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of older adults and persons with disabilities.  In order to support states in their efforts to meet 
these challenges, the National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities 
(NASUAD) hosts an annual National Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) 
Conference, which convenes over 1,200 advocates, experts and professionals who are working 
to improve the lives of older adults and persons with disabilities.  The 2015 HCBS conference is 
being held in Washington, DC from August 31st to September 3rd and will include federal, state 
and local policymakers along with those who administer, manage and deliver waiver and other 
HCBS programs.   To learn more about the conference, click here. 
 
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 
 
Legislative Update 
 
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION:  

No legislative activity this week. The House plans to return on Tuesday, August 25th.  The 
Senate is currently in recess unless until September 21st unless sooner recalled by the 
President Pro Tempore.  

 
PENDING, NEW and APPROVED LEGISLATION: 

Two bills that passed the House of Representatives in July have been assigned to 
Senate Committees for possible consideration.  
 
HB 271 by Rep. Jesse Topper: Amends the Telemarketer Registration Act requiring 
the Attorney General to establish ongoing communication with the Department of Aging 
in order to ensure that the consumers who are 60 years of age or older have access 
information regarding the prevention of potential patterns of financial exploitation.  
The bill has been referred to the Senate Consumer Protection & Professional 
Licensure Committee for possible consideration.  
 
HB 1210 by Rep. Daniel Deasy: Amends the Older Adults Protective Services Act to 
further define “exploitation” as an act or course of conduct by a caretaker or other 
person, including an individual who is acting under a power of attorney, against an older 
adult or an older adult’s resources, without the informed consent of the older adult or 
with consent obtained through misrepresentation that results in monetary, personal or 
other benefit, gain or profit for the perpetrator or monetary or personal loss to the older 
adult. The bill has been referred to the Senate Aging and Youth Committee for possible 
consideration. 

 
Personnel Update 
 
Jill Campbell is starting on 8/24/15 as a part-time Clinical Dietician contractor with the Older 
Americans Act Services Division, Bureau of Aging Services.  Jill can be reached at c-
jicampbe@pa.gov, 717-772-0371. 
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 

https://www.hcbsconference.org/ehome/index.php?eventid=113072&
mailto:c-jicampbe@pa.gov
mailto:c-jicampbe@pa.gov
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behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here. 
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Adams and York County  

Event Name: 4th Annual Community Recovery and Wellness Conference:  
Empowering Families 
Description:  Guiding Hearts With Hope this year’s Community Recovery and Wellness 
Conference theme is “Empowering Families” and will provide an opportunity for families, 
community members, professionals from a variety of disciplines to convene and learn 
new strategies and individualized solutions to create a positive environment for people in 
recovery. Keynote speakers, workshops, and exhibitors throughout the day. 
PCB Credits  5.50 PCB credits are available through the Pennsylvania Certification 
Board.  Certificates will be provided at the end of the conference. 
Keynote Speaker DEBORAH JIANG-STEIN, author of the memoir, Prison Baby, is a 
national speaker and consultant, and founder of The unPrison Project 
(www.unprisonproject.org) a nonprofit working to empower and inspire incarcerated 
women and girls with life skills and mentoring.  
Location: E.H. Markle Intermediate School, 225 Bowman Road., 
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 
Time: 7:30 AM – 4:00PM   
Registration or more information: www.guidingheartswithhope.org to register online or 
by mail. 

 
 
York County 

Event: PA LINK Collaborative Partner Meeting/Cross-training  
Description:  Greater York Dance (non-profit) will present what they do in the 
community and give us a tour of their facility.  Learn a little about them at 
http://gydance.org/about-york-pa-dance-our-mission-history.htm  
Also, the local author Marion Condon who wrote Thinner, Fitter. Her passion is to spread 
the word about the very significant, but little-known benefits of partner dancing. 
Consequently, she developed a free informational program on that topic. She is 
particularly eager to share it with residents and staff at senior living communities, as 
partner dancing is uniquely well-suited to older people for a number of reasons. 
Location: Greater York Dance, 3524 E Market St, York, PA 17402 
Date: Tuesday, September 15,  
Time: 11:00 AM -12:30 PM 
Contact: Pat Isch, E-mail - adrc@acofa.org  

 
Adams County 

Event: Preparing for Life to the end of life, interactive Resource Fair  
Description:  The End of Life Resource Fair is to provide family and caregivers with the 
tools they need to put plans in place so that end of life care is taken care of before it is 
needed. The resource fair will include three educational presentations by professionals 
covering: in-home and institutional care choices; legal definitions and planning using 
advance care directives and powers of attorney; and funeral pre-planning information.  
At the same time, information tables staffed by providers will give attendees the 
opportunity to ask questions and obtain important information from community partners. 
Information to include, Advanced Directives and/or Living Wills, Pre-Planning for 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1509586/jul_24%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
http://www.guidingheartswithhope.org/
http://gydance.org/about-york-pa-dance-our-mission-history.htm
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Funerals, Estate Planning, Grief Support, Home Care, Nursing Care, Hospice and Much 
More! 
Location: Gettysburg Presbyterian Church, 208 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg, PA 

Date: Saturday, September 26, 2015  
Time: 10 AM – 2 PM 

 
Erie County 

Event Name: “Making $ense of Finance” workshop (supported by members of the PA 
Military Finance Alliance and sponsored by various Erie-area businesses) 
Description: A FREE noncommercial workshop to help with the unique challenges 
facing military and veterans in financial and investment decisions, including tips on 
practical ways to save money, control family finances, reach financial goals, and 
build/preserve a retirement nest egg. 
Location: Zem Zem Banquet and Conference Center  
      2525 West 38th Street 
      Erie, PA 16506 
Date: Saturday, August 22, 2015 
Time: 9:30am – 3:00pm 
Registration: 717-705-2687, or go to: http://bit.ly/msof2015 
 

Franklin County 
Event:  Medication Lock Box Initiative  
Description: The LINK and Franklin Drug and Alcohol Program are working on initiative 
to increase awareness about prescription abuse.  Fifty boxes were purchased and will 
be distributed to home health and in home support agencies to be available for those 
individuals that the agency feels are in a high risk situation for diversion to occur.     
Location: Throughout Franklin County 
Date: Distribution will take place throughout the month of August.  
Contact: Angie Pickel  
     E-mail – arpickel@franklincountypa.gov  
     Phone – 717-261-0631 

 
Announcements 
 
Senior Community Center Promotional Opportunities 
The Pennsylvania Department of Aging (PDA) is proud to announce the return of MindMatters in 
the Fall of 2015. MindMatters is a series of interactive presentations designed to help Senior 
Community Centers across the state provide new and innovative programming that attracts new 
members -- particularly from the sizeable baby boomer generation. This series is produced by 
WITF, Harrisburg’s Public Broadcasting Station and NPR affiliate. Monthly presentations are 
easy to access and only require a computer with broadband internet access and a screen or TV 
to display the broadcast to a group.  
  
The first MindMatters topic is scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 9, from 10 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
and titled "Optical Illusions: A Look at How the Human Eye Works." During the approximately 
45-minute presentation, professional speaker and amateur historian Lou Thieblemont will delve 
into the science behind optical illusions. Lou will also be available during the subsequent “live” 
question and answer period to address participant’s feedback in real-time. 
  
The series is being provided by PDA at no cost to participants along with all the marketing 
materials. To assist with the marketing of this program, click here for monthly posters. To 

http://bit.ly/msof2015
mailto:arpickel@franklincountypa.gov
http://www.aging.pa.gov/publications/Pages/Mind-Matters.aspx#.VdXXYflVhBd
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participate in this program, email RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov. For further details or 
questions, contact Suzanne Bellotti at (717) 772-1221. The program also has a dedicated 
Facebook page that engages a statewide audience. You may access this page by clicking here. 
Any organization or individual with a Facebook page can simply "like" the page and then join the 
conversation. 
 
Pennsylvania Association of Senior Centers Annual Conference  
The conference will be held on October 7-9 at the Nittany Lion Inn, State College, PA.   Pre-
conference workshop on October 7th will be a session on the Co-Pilot:  The Ins and Outs.  
October 8th and 9th the conference will contain workshops on programming, fundraising, 
sponsorships, senior university, crucial conversations, making the most of Facebook, and a 
keynote on “All I Learned About Leadership I Learned from the Movies”. Conference brochures 
will be available soon on the PASC website, www.pascpulse.org.  
 
In the News 
 
OP-ED: Wolf budget protects Pa. seniors 
YorkDispatch.com, Guest op-ed by Secretary of Aging Teresa Osborne 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 

mailto:RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov
http://www.facebook.com/witfmindmatters
http://www.pascpulse.org/
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/opinion/ci_28672725/op-ed-wolf-budget-protects-pa-seniors
mailto:drwilburne@pa.gov

