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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 
June 26, 2015 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 
In an earlier Wrap Up Message (Friday, June 5th to be exact), I focused on the fact that as the 
month of June began, the Commonwealth released a discussion document as a way for the 
Departments of Human Services and Aging to engage and begin a conversation with 
stakeholders as we explore managed long-term services and supports (MLTSS) in 
Pennsylvania.  This exploration is embedded in our commitment to improve the lives of older 
Pennsylvanians and individuals with physical disabilities by streamlining eligibility for and 
access to services while enhancing their coordination and quality.  Simultaneously, this 
commitment is rooted in our desire to increase opportunities for older adults and persons with 
physical disabilities to remain in their homes.  In order to be successful, innovation is necessary 
and a willingness to maintain the status quo is not acceptable.   
 
Since the release of the discussion document, we have met with and heard from consumers of 
care, caregivers, advocates, providers and other stakeholders through the public input process. 
Beginning in Erie and Pittsburgh, to Altoona and Scranton, and wrapping up this week in 
Harrisburg and earlier today in Philadelphia, each session provided a forum where comments 
and recommendations were shared, fears and concerns were expressed, questions were raised 
and hope for the future was palpable. As we began this journey, we stressed the need to hear 
from you.  Like you, we recognize that engaging stakeholders is not a single event it’s a process 
to ensuring that we successfully expand access to home and community based services and 
supports while increasing the quality and experience of care.  While the scheduled public input 
sessions just wrapped up, opportunities still exist for you to share your thoughts, concerns and 
ideas in the days, weeks, months and years ahead.  Comments can be verbally shared or 
submitted in writing.  Details on current and future opportunities are available here.  
 
It’s also important to note that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) recently 
issued a proposed rule that focuses on Medicaid managed care. Recognizing that more and 
more states are exploring MLTSS, this proposed rule is of particular interest to stakeholders.  
The proposed rule provides a solid framework for establishing MLTSS, particularly with the 
preference given to home and community-based care and also provides an opportunity for 
stakeholders to provide comment in order to ensure that MLTSS development is fair to 
beneficiaries and providers of care.  The proposed rule can be viewed by clicking here, and the 
deadline to submit comments to CMS is July 27, 2015.   
 
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 
 
Legislative Update 
 
On June 21 Senator Matt Smith resigned to become the President of the Pittsburgh Chamber of 
Commerce.  He represented Senate District #37 which covers parts of Allegheny and 

http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/cs/groups/webcontent/documents/document/c_183646.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/foradults/managedlongtermsupports/
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/06/01/2015-12965/medicaid-and-childrens-health-insurance-program-chip-programs-medicaid-managed-care-chip-delivered%20.
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Washington Counties.  Lieutenant Governor Mike Stack has announced that a special election 
will be held as part of the general election on November 3, 2015. 
 
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION 
 

On June 17 the House passed SB 622, (Senator Bob Mensch) by a vote of 189-0. SB 
622 would remove certain recurring projects from the Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee (LBFC) to allow personnel to work on new studies. The recommendations 
include elimination of an annual study regarding the impact of slots on the State Lottery. 
Previous reports have shown no impact. The bill now goes to Governor Wolf for 
consideration and if signed will become law.  
 
To view SB 622, click here.  
 

PENDING LEGISLATION /  NEW LEGISLATION 

No new Aging related bills were introduced this week.  

The Senate passed SB 609 by Senator Bob Mensch.  This act would establish a task 
force on prostate cancer & related chronic prostate conditions; & provides for the powers 
of the task force. The Secretary of the Department of Aging would serve as a member. 
Final Passage (Vote: Y: 49/N:  0). The bill will now go to the House of Representatives 
for possible consideration.   

To view SB 609, click here. 

The House Aging and Older Adults Services Committee: met on June 24th to 
consider the following bills:  
 
HB 142 (Rep. Hickernell) - Amends the Older Adults Protective Services Act, in 
administration, providing for statewide registry of perpetrators of abuse in facilities; & in 
reporting suspected abuse by employees, making editorial changes.  The bill was 
brought up to consider an amendment but due to questions from the members, the bill 
was held over pending clarification to the various issues.   
 
To view HB 142, click here. 
 
HB 271 (Rep. Topper) - Amends the Telemarketer Registration Act further providing for 
unwanted telephone solicitation calls prohibited. This bill was amended to add language 
stating the Attorney general shall establish ongoing communications with the 
Department of Aging in order to ensure consumers have access to care.  The bill was 
amended and now goes to the House for consideration. 
 
To view HB 271, click here. 
 
HB 1210 (Rep. Deasy) - Amends the Older Adults Protective Services Act, in 
preliminary provisions, further providing for the definition of "exploitation." The bill 
passed the committee and now goes to the House for consideration.  
 
To view HB 1210, click here. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0622&pn=0644
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0609&pn=0892
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0142&pn=0126
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0271&pn=1882
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1210&pn=1584
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HB 1329 (Rep. English) - This bill would establish the Caregiver, Record and Enable 
“CARE” Act. The bill was amended with some technical changes. The Committee 
passed the bill and it now goes to the House for consideration.  
 
To view HB 1329, click here. 
 
On June 24th the Senate Finance Committee passed HB 683 – By Rep. Kathy Rapp. 
This bill would extend the PTRR -Property Tax Rent Rebate to allow veterans disability 
payments and regular veteran’s benefits to be excluded from income when applying for 
the PTRR. The bill is now before the Senate for consideration.    
 
To view HB 683, click here. 

The Pennsylvania General Assembly continues to work on a State Budget proposal for 
the 2015-2016 State Fiscal Year. The budget is due by midnight on June 30, 2015.  

Personnel Update 
 
Barbara Valaw is starting on 7/6/15 as the new Director of the Bureau of Quality Assurance. 
Barb can be reached at bvalaw@pa.gov, 717-787-4522. 
 
Donna Zimmerman retired on 6/26/15 as Executive Director of the Lehigh County Office of 
Aging and Adult Services.  She has been with the Office for over 37 years.  We thank Donna for 
her many years of commitment and focus on meeting the needs of older adults in the Lehigh 
area.   
 
Robert Shaffer is starting on 6/29/15 as a Program Analyst in the Metrics and Analytics 
Division, Bureau of Quality Assurance.  Robert can be contacted at 717-783-7718, 
robshaffer@pa.gov.  
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging click here. 
 
Ombudsman Office 
 
Pennsylvania Empowered Expert Residents (PEER) 
Lackawanna County – Serving Senior’s Inc.  
Five residents of Mid-Valley Manor Personal Care Center celebrated their PEER Graduation on 
June 5, 2015. Each PEER was presented with Certificates of Recognition from Lackawanna 
County Commissioners, Senator John Blake and PA State Representative Frank Farina, and a 
Proclamation from the Mayor of Blakely, Jeanette Acciare-Mariani.  As participants, residents 
who complete the training receive a badge, a certificate of completion, and other materials to 
help them as PEER graduates.   Like all state-wide PEERs, these five residents were trained to 
be self-advocates and will work with staff and other residents to enhance the quality of care and 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1329&pn=1883
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0683&pn=1427
mailto:bvalaw@pa.gov
mailto:robshaffer@pa.gov
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1506785/jun_26%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
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life in their facility.  Lackawanna County has 17 dedicated volunteer ombudsmen who assist the 
local program.   Since the PEER program’s inception, the Serving Senior’s, Inc. Ombudsman 
Program has trained 280 residents in 20 facilities within Lackawanna County.  The State Long-
Term Care Ombudsman Office welcomes these new PEERs to the program and wish everyone 
the best of luck in advocating for themselves and their fellow residents. 
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Lancaster County: 
Event: Series on balance and fall prevention 
Description:  A four-part series on balance and fall prevention, this program consists of 
identifying what makes up good or poor balance, addressing the fear of falling, why balance 
testing is valuable and exercises for better balance.  The series dates and topics include: 
 July 15 – Exercises for Better Balance 
Location:  The Long Community at Highland, 600 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 in 
the Brightwood Dining Room 
Time:  10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Contact:  Email – blllink@mail.com 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Bucks County 
Event: The Quakertown Center Health Fair 
Description: The Link, in partnership with the Quakertown Center, will sponsor a health fair 
featuring health care vendors, raffles, prizes, giveaways and a special showing of the award 
winning film, "Alive Inside" with guest speaker Robin Lombardo, Regional Director of Music and 
Memory. 
Location: 1020 South Main St. Quakertown PA 18951 
Date: July 15 
Time: 12 pm to 3:30 pm, film shown at 2 pm 
Contact:  E-mail – buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com  
           Phone – 484-364-6981 
 
Announcements 
 
EPA Information on Environment and Healthy Living 
Are you aware that the United States Environmental Protection Agency provides easy-to-read 
fact sheets regarding environmental health issues?  Topics such as Age Healthier & Breathe 
Easier to Disposal of Medicines and Elder Gardening can be found by clicking here. 
Fact sheets are available in large print and in multiple languages.  Fact sheets can be ordered 
online at: http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/order.htm 
 
Innovation in Caregiving Award 
The Innovation in Caregiving Award recognizes individuals who, in the course of caring for an 
older adult in a private home or a residential setting invented a device or technique that solves a 
caregiving challenge, or found a new application for an existing device or technique that 
supports caregiving of older adults and eases the burden on caregivers. Those assisting 
younger individuals with disabilities may apply for the award if their device or technique is 
helpful to the care of adults aged 60 and older. The application deadline is June 30, 2015. 
Apply for the 2015 Award 
 
 

mailto:blllink@mail.com
mailto:buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com
http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/index.htm
http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/order.htm
http://www.benrose.org/award/2015-InnovationAward-Entry.cfm
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National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 40th Annual Conference 
July 11-15, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA 
Please save the date; more information can be found by clicking here.   
 
In the News 
 
Wolf Administration Kicks Off Farmers Market Nutrition Program; Highlights Funding in 
Governor’s Budget 
BradfordToday.com 
 
Residents warned of scams 
Wayne Independent 
 
Lackawanna County offering Farmers Market vouchers for area seniors 
TimesLeader.com  
 
Governor Wolf Issues Statement On King v. Burwell Supreme Court Ruling; Says Administration 
Will Withdraw State Based Health Insurance Marketplace Plan 
PA.gov 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 
 

http://www.n4aconference.org/
http://www.bradfordtoday.com/2015/06/24/wolf-administration-kicks-off-farmers-market-nutrition-program-highlights-funding-in-governors-budget/#.VY21XvlVhBc
http://www.bradfordtoday.com/2015/06/24/wolf-administration-kicks-off-farmers-market-nutrition-program-highlights-funding-in-governors-budget/#.VY21XvlVhBc
http://www.wayneindependent.com/article/20150625/NEWS/150629868/-1/sports
http://timesleader.com/news/local-news-news/154126582/Farmers-Market-vouchers-available-to-area-seniors
http://www.governor.pa.gov/Pages/Pressroom_details.aspx?newsid=1702#.VY26BBNVhBc
http://www.governor.pa.gov/Pages/Pressroom_details.aspx?newsid=1702#.VY26BBNVhBc
mailto:drwilburne@pa.gov

