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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 
June 19, 2015 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 
On Monday of this week, the Pennsylvania Department of Aging joined communities throughout 
the world to recognize World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  Since 2006, June 15th is the day 
designated by the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the World Health 
Organization at the United Nations to provide an opportunity for us to promote a better 
understanding of abuse and neglect of older persons.   As the state unit on aging, the 
Pennsylvania Department of Aging has many responsibilities as we administer, manage, 
design, and advocate for benefits, programs and services for the elderly and their families. 
Under the auspices of the Older Americans Act and Pennsylvania Code, we are responsible to 
provide opportunities and supports for older persons to live independent, meaningful, productive 
and dignified lives while maintaining close family and community ties; and we are duty bound to 
serve and protect older Pennsylvanians from all forms of abuse and neglect.  As we began the 
event, Governor Wolf had just signed a proclamation proclaiming June 15, 2015, as Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day in Pennsylvania and expressed his appreciation to all who are 
committed to standing in voice and in action as advocates for at risk, vulnerable older 
Pennsylvanians.   

It is a privilege for us at the Department to work collaboratively with the General Assembly and 
with our sister agencies as together we strive to promote a better understanding of abuse, 
neglect and financial exploitation of older Pennsylvanians while raising awareness of the 
physical, emotional, social and economic impact of elder abuse and our proactive response to it.   

To this end, as we gathered this past Monday in the Capitol East Wing Rotunda, joining us was 
Robin Wiessmann, Secretary of Pennsylvania Banking and Securities, who partnered with me in 
hosting the event.  Secretary Wiessmann spoke about her department’s involvement with cases 
of financial exploitation through outreach to the public as well as financial professionals, and the 
commitment both our departments share in protecting seniors from financial abuse and 
exploitation.  Also participating with us was Jacqueline Burch, Executive Director of the 
Lancaster County Office of Aging, who shared the real life story of a particular elder abuse case 
that occurred in her planning and service area which involved family members exploiting an 
older adult who had trusted them with her finances.  In addition, State Representative Karen 
Boback sponsored House Resolution 386 designating June 15, 2015, as Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day in Pennsylvania, which was unanimously adopted.   Representative Boback 
was joined by State Representative Tim Hennessey, Chairman of the House Aging and Older 
Adult Services Committee, as the Resolution was read and presented to me.  Chairman 
Hennessey also spoke about his personal and the Committee’s collective commitment to 
ensuring that our most vulnerable citizens are protected from all types of abuse and neglect.   

Although the event had a common theme of financial exploitation, elder abuse can and does 
take many forms, including caregiver neglect, self-neglect, physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
emotional and verbal abuse. No one is immune, and abuse often goes unreported.  To 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0386&pn=1758
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anonymously report suspected abuse, anyone can call the 24-hour hotline at 1-800-490-8505, 
or contact their local Area Agency on Aging.  Pennsylvania law protects those who report 
suspected abuse from retaliation and civil or criminal liability; all calls are free and confidential.  
Further information can be found on our website; you can also view the press release and 
Governor’s proclamation.   

As you may know, at this time, the Department of Aging in partnership with the Department of 
Human Services is engaged in a very important process that will help improve the quality of 
care for Pennsylvania seniors and individuals with disabilities as we explore a Managed Long-
Term Services and Supports program. Over the past two weeks, public meetings have been 
held, with this week’s meetings in Altoona and Scranton.  While it was a privilege to attend 
these meetings and to provide opening remarks and closing comments, the real honor was to 
listen to the voices of stakeholders who provided public comment expressing their concerns and 
posing questions, comments and recommendations about what a Managed Long-Term 
Services and Supports program might look like in Pennsylvania.  The public meetings continue 
through next week in Harrisburg and Philadelphia, and written comments may also be shared 
through July 15.  More details are available here. 

On Thursday, the second class of the Leadership Development Institute (LDI) graduated.  
Nineteen ‘students’ from eleven different Area Agencies on Aging committed themselves to 
participating in a one-year program specifically designed to further develop their leadership 
potential and enhance their capacity to succeed in a position of responsibility in the field of 
aging.  Because of the efforts of the Pennsylvania Association of Area Agencies on Aging (P4A) 
and the Long-Term Living Training Institute in working with the Department, the Leadership 
Development Institute was created.  Thursday’s program was streamed live from the studios at 
WITF to the aging network and included group presentations on three different team projects.  
Their team presentations were insightful and informative; and while it was evident that their time 
together taught them many things, my hope is that each member of this year’s class will 
continue to build  a more expansive and robust professional peer network with which to share 
resources, ideas and helpful information in future years.  It was a privilege to spend time with 
this year’s class. I assured them of my 
support for their continued good efforts as 
individually and collectively we provide the 
leadership necessary to ensure that older 
Pennsylvanians are protected from all forms 
of abuse and neglect and have access to 
services and programs that allow them to 
age in their own homes and communities 
with the dignity and respect they deserve.  A 
special tip of the hat to Art DiLoreto, Deputy 
Director of P4A, and all who worked so 
diligently with him to ensure another 
successful LDI year.   

Lastly, earlier today, the Departments of Agriculture, Health and Aging joined together at the 
West Shore Farmer’s Market, Lemoyne, to announce the availability of the 2015 Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program vouchers and to underscore the importance of providing access to 
fresh, locally-grown produce.  As Secretary of the Department of Aging, I was proud to gather 
with Secretary of Agriculture, Russell Redding, and Secretary of Health, Dr. Karen Murphy, as 
we partnered to support a program that helps WIC program participants and seniors on a tight 
budget enjoy the season’s fresh produce and reap the benefits of healthy eating.  This 

http://www.media.pa.gov/pages/aging_details.aspx?newsid=107
http://www.media.pa.gov/pages/aging_details.aspx?newsid=107
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/foradults/managedlongtermsupports/index.htm
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impressive and important partnership program invests in local economies, supports local 
farmers and encourages healthy living.  Eligible seniors are encouraged to take part in a 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture program that provides on a first come, first served 
basis, vouchers worth $20 that can be used to purchase produce at participating farmers 
markets and roadside stands in the Commonwealth. To qualify, seniors must be 60 or older by 
Dec. 31. Participants must also have a total household income, before taxes, of less than 
$21,775 for a single person and $29,472 for a couple.  Proof of age and county residency are 
required. A Pennsylvania driver’s license is sufficient to prove eligibility for the program, which 
runs from June 1 to Nov. 30. Contact your local area agency on aging for more information on 
how to participate. 
 
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 
 
Legislative Update 
 
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION 
 

On June 17 the House passed SB 622, (Senator Mensch) by a vote of 189-0. SB 622 
would remove certain recurring projects from the Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee (LBFC) to allow personnel to work on new studies. The recommendations 
include elimination of an annual study regarding the impact of slots on the State Lottery. 
Previous reports have shown no impact. The bill now goes to Governor Wolf for 
consideration and if signed will become law.  

To view SB 622, click here. 

This week the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) presented their 
report on Elder Abuse Task Forces in Pennsylvania.  The study was completed as a 
result of HR 929 of 2014 (Rep Jerry Knowles). The report is available via the LBFC 
website. 
 
The Committee also released the report: “Family Caregivers in Pennsylvania’s Home 
and Community Based Waiver Programs”.   This report specifically focused on 
waivers supported by Medicaid.  Report can be found by clicking here.  
 

PENDING LEGISLATION /  NEW LEGISLATION 
 

HB 1329 - by Rep. Hal English and 27 bipartisan co-sponsors 
This bill would establish the Caregiver, Record and Enable “CARE” Act that would 
require that the name of a family caregiver be recorded when a family member is 
admitted into a hospital or rehabilitation facility.  The caregiver will be notified if the 
individual is to be discharged to another facility or home.  The hospital or facility must 
provide an explanation and live instruction of the medical tasks that the family caregiver 
will perform at home.  The bill was assigned to the House Aging and Older Adult 
Services Committee which held an informational hearing on June 17th.  The Committee 
plans to hold a voting meeting to consider this bill next Wednesday, June 24th.   
 
To view HB 1329, click here. 

 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0622&pn=0644
http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.us/Resources/Documents/Reports/521.pdf
http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.us/Resources/Documents/Reports/521.pdf
http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.us/Resources/Documents/Reports/527.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1329&pn=1796
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UPCOMING COMMITTEE HEARINGS 
 

The House Aging and Older Adults Services Committee will hold a voting meeting on 
Wednesday, June 24th at 9:30am in 31-B Main Capitol to consider the following bills:  
 
HB 142 (Rep. Hickernell) - Amends the Older Adults Protective Services Act, in 
administration, providing for Statewide registry of perpetrators of abuse in facilities; & in 
reporting suspected abuse by employees, making editorial changes. 
 
To view HB 142, click here. 
 
HB 271 (Rep. Topper) - Amends the Telemarketer Registration Act further providing for 
unwanted telephone solicitation calls prohibited 
. 
To view HB 271, click here. 
 
HB 1210 (Rep. Deasy) - Amends the Older Adults Protective Services Act, in 
preliminary provisions, further providing for the definition of "exploitation." 
 
To view HB 1210, click here. 
 
HB 1329 (Rep. English) - This bill would establish the Caregiver, Record and Enable 
“CARE” Act 
 
To view HB 1329, click here. 
 
Senate Finance Committee: On June 24th the Committee will meet to consider HB 683 
– By Rep Kathy Rapp. This bill would extend the PTRR -Property Tax Rent Rebate to 
allow veterans disability payments and regular veteran’s benefits to be excluded from 
income when applying for the PTRR.  The bill passed the House 195-0.    
 
To view HB 683, click here. 

 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here. 
 
Lynn Guiser, Dietician, Speaking at Wayne Senior Centers 
Lynn Guiser, MS, RD/LD, Dietitian, will be a new member to the Wayne AAA staff. 
She has been revising menus to include new, creative, and healthier meal options and will be 
meeting with each of our senior groups to talk about the new menus, as well as new Dietary 
Guidelines.   
 
Please join us for lunch, by calling 570-253-4262 at least 2 days in advance. If you need 
transportation please call 570-253-4280.  All programs are 11:30 a.m. – noon on the following 
dates: 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0142&pn=0126
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0271&pn=0270
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1210&pn=1584
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1329&pn=1796
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0683&pn=1427
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1505525/jun_5%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
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July 22- Honesdale Senior Center (323 Tenth Street; 570-253-4262) 
August 07- Hamlin Senior Center (Rt. 590, Township Building; 570-689-3766) 
August 19- Hawley Senior Center (Bingham Park; 570-226-4209) 
 
Wayne Area Agency on Aging offers speaker on Rheumatology 
Dr. Mark Cruciani will present at the following centers on rheumatology, which is a specialty that 
focuses on joint, muscle and bone disorders, including autoimmune diseases (diseases of the 
immune system). Join us at any of our centers to learn more about rheumatology and 
osteoarthritis.  All programs will be from 11:30 a.m. – noon 
 
July 8, 2015  Hawley Senior Center (Bingham Park; 570-226-4209) 
July 30, 2015   Hamlin Senior Center (Rt. 590, Township Building; 570-689-3766) 
August 6, 2015  Northern Wayne Senior Group (Crosstown Hwy, Lakewood) 
August 19, 2015 Honesdale Senior Center (323 Tenth Street; 570-253-4262) 
 
If you would like to join us for lunch, please call 570-253-4262 at least 2 days in advance. If you 
would like transportation please call 570-253-4280. For more information visit our website by 
clicking here. 
 
Bureau of Aging Services 
 
Attract New and Younger Senior Community Center Members with Free Monthly 
Presentations 
Interactive Series Targets Baby Boomers and Beyond 
The Pennsylvania Department of Aging (PDA) is proud to announce the return of MindMatters in 
Fall 2015.  MindMatters, produced by WITF, Harrisburg’s Public Broadcasting Station and NPR 
affiliate, is a series of interactive presentations designed to help senior community centers 
across the state provide new and innovative programming that attracts new members -- 
particularly from the sizeable baby boomer generation.  Monthly presentations are easy to 
access and require only a computer with broadband internet access and a screen/TV.  The 
series was piloted in early 2015 with topics including world history, personal fitness, 
Pennsylvania politics, and travel.  If your center was unable to attend all of the sessions, each 
presentation has been recorded and is available upon request. 
 
Each presentation includes an opportunity to provide feedback on the program and early survey 
responses showed high satisfaction levels as audience members raved about the presentations, 
with virtually all saying they'd attend another, and more than 93 percent saying they'd 
recommend it to a friend. 
 
The series is being provided by the PDA at no cost to participants along with all production and 
marketing materials by PDA and WITF.  More information about the new series is forthcoming.  
 
To participate in this monthly program, email RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov or for further details 
or questions, contact Suzanne Bellotti at (717) 772-1221. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://aging.waynecountypa.gov/
mailto:RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov
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PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Franklin County:  
Event:  Aging and Behavioral Health Issues 
Behavioral health issues in the older adult are involved and complicated.  Discussion includes 
the incidence and characteristics of mental health issues specific to late life including, 
depression, anxiety and the neuropsychiatric symptoms of dementia, as well as assessment of 
the clinical symptoms, needed differentiation and assessments scales. An overview of barriers 
to service provision for older adults will be emphasized.  Evidenced based practices will be 
presented. 
Date: June 24, 2015  
Time: 9:00 am till noon 
Where: Franklin County Human Services Building 425 Franklin Farm Lane, Chambersburg, PA 
17201 
Contact: Angie Pickel LINK Coordinator at 717-261-0631 for additional details 
 
Lancaster County: 
Event: Series on balance and fall prevention 
Description:  A four-part series on balance and fall prevention, this program consists of 
identifying what makes up good or poor balance, addressing the fear of falling, why balance 
testing is valuable and exercises for better balance.  The series dates and topics include: 
 July 15 – Exercises for Better Balance 
Location:  The Long Community at Highland, 600 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 in 
the Brightwood Dining Room 
Time:  10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Contact:  Email – blllink@mail.com 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Lebanon County: 
Event: Advocating for Equality seminars 
Description: Two free seminars on housing rights, fair housing, and empowering individuals 
with disabilities. The morning iteration is designed for case managers, social workers and 
advocates; the evening event is designed for the general community. 
Location: Lebanon Community Library 
Date: June 22, 2015 
Time: 9:00 am to 11:00 am (morning session) and 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm (evening session) 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  

Phone / text – 717.380.9714 or call LHOP at 717.291.9945, ext. 7 
Registration Deadline: To register for the morning session, visit www.lhop.org. It is not 
necessary to register for the evening session. Both sessions are FREE to everyone; email, call 
or text if you require accommodations. 
 
Fayette/Greene/Washington 
Event:  Powerful Tools For Caregivers Series 
Description:  This free program helps family caregivers reduce stress, improve self-confidence, 
communicate feelings better, balance their lives, and increase their ability to make tough 
decisions and locate helpful resources.  Workshop trainers are Michelle Rockwell, Pennsylvania 
Link Coordinator and Kristen Jackson, Southwestern PA Area Agency on Aging. 
Location:  Hickory UEP Church, 210 Main Street, Hickory, PA 
Date:  Tuesdays, June 2 – July 7, 2015 
Time:  1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

mailto:blllink@mail.com
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/lebanon-county/events/june-22-free-seminars-on-housing-rights-fair-housing-empowering-individuals-with-disabilities-at-the-lebanon-community-library/
mailto:blllink@mail.com
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Contact:  Email – staley@hky.com 
                 Phone – (724) 356-4042 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Allegheny County 
Event:  Resources for Individuals with Disabilities under 60 
Description:  Part of the APPRISE/Allegheny Link 2015 Lunch and Learn Series, this 
presentation will cover a number of services that are available to individuals with disabilities who 
are under the age of 60 to help them maintain their independence in the community.  This is a 
panel discussion with time for question and is free of charge.   
Location:  Human Services Building, 1 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
Date:  June 25, 2015 
Time:  11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – mckendreew@fswp.org 
                 Phone – 1-(866) 730-2368       
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Chester County 
Event: Centenarian Birthday Party 
Description: The Link will sponsor the Chester County Department of Aging’s 3rd Annual 
Centenarian Birthday Party and will educate attendees on the Link and the Link’s project, 
“Hospital to Home.”  
Location: The Downingtown Country Club, 93 Country Club Rd, Downingtown, PA 19335 
Date: June 24  
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Contact: E-mail - buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com  
               Phone – 484-364-6981 
 
Announcements 
 
PA Department of Labor & Industry recruiting for Blindness and Visual Services Director 
The director manages the administration and delivery of vocational rehabilitation and blindness 
related services including the Vocational Rehabilitation, Business Enterprise Program, 
Orientation and Mobility, Rehabilitation Teaching, and Independent Living Services for blind and 
visually impaired adults, children and their families within Pennsylvania. 
 
For specific job-related questions, please contact Ann Korb in the Bureau of Human Resources, 
Department of Labor & Industry at (717) 787-5985. Email akorb@pa.gov  
 
EPA Information on Environment and Healthy Living 
Are you aware that the United States Environmental Protection Agency provides easy-to-read 
fact sheets regarding environmental health issues?  Topics such as Age Healthier & Breathe 
Easier to Disposal of Medicines and Elder Gardening can be found by clicking here. 
Fact sheets are available in large print and in multiple languages.  Fact sheets can be ordered 
online at: http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/order.htm 
 
Innovation in Caregiving Award 
The Innovation in Caregiving Award recognizes individuals who, in the course of caring for an 
older adult in a private home or a residential setting invented a device or technique that solves a 
caregiving challenge, or found a new application for an existing device or technique that 
supports caregiving of older adults and eases the burden on caregivers. Those assisting 

mailto:staley@hky.com
mailto:mckendreew@fswp.org
mailto:buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com
mailto:akorb@pa.gov
http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/index.htm
http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/order.htm
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younger individuals with disabilities may apply for the award if their device or technique is 
helpful to the care of adults aged 60 and older. The application deadline is June 30, 2015. 
Apply for the 2015 Award 
 
Messiah Lifeways and Harrisburg Magazine SAGE Awards  
Awards to honor savvy, active, growing, and enlightened older adults, age 55 and better, who 
have made important contributions to the economic, cultural, spiritual, and social progress of the 
Greater Capital Region. We are currently seeking outstanding nominees who are transforming 
the lives of others, who are improving the quality of life for all persons in our region, or who are 
creating a new sense of purpose in the third age of their life. Past winners have included a 
National Geographic instructor, several Peace Corps volunteers, a food pantry founder, a state 
Senator, renowned philanthropists, and "a re-wired" executive. The key to the SAGE Awards is 
that it highlights persons who are changing the conversation about aging and inspiring people to 
think about retirement as a time of purpose and zest! We are especially eager to meet people 
who have done interesting things in recent years - at age 55 or better 
  
Completed applications may be emailed to kbisbee@messiahlifeways.org  or faxed to 717-796-
8155. The deadline for this year’s entries is June 22. After a panel of judges reviews all of 
this year’s nominees, as many as six recipients may be honored at an awards celebration 
dinner scheduled for on Thursday, November 12, 2015 at Messiah Lifeways at Messiah 
Village.  To access the nomination form, click here. 
 
National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 40th Annual Conference 
July 11-15, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA 
Please save the date; more information can be found by clicking here.   
 
In the News 
 
Two groups join to bring awareness to elder abuse  
CBS21 News 
 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day targets theft of funds from senior citizens 
PennLive letters 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 
 

http://www.benrose.org/award/2015-InnovationAward-Entry.cfm
mailto:kbisbee@messiahlifeways.org
https://www.messiahlifeways.org/images/uploads/documents/HBG_SAGEballot3_2015.pdf
http://www.n4aconference.org/
http://www.local21news.com/news/features/top-stories/stories/Two-groups-join-to-bring-elder-abuse-awareness-149999.shtml
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2015/06/world_elder_abuse_awareness_da.html#incart_river_mobile
mailto:drwilburne@pa.gov

