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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 
June 12, 2015 
 
Message from the Secretary 
 
A top priority of Governor Tom Wolf's Administration is to protect seniors and other vulnerable 
populations from all types of abuse and neglect.  As the state unit on aging, the Department of 
Aging is responsible to administer, manage, design and advocate for benefits, programs and 
services for the elderly and their families.  Of the many programs and services under the 
Department's umbrella, is the administration of the Commonwealth's Older Adults Protective 
Services Act, which allows the Department to address the issue of elder abuse, neglect and 
financial exploitation.  
 
Every day there is a headline in the news about senior citizens who have been abused, 
neglected or financially exploited, often times by people they trust.  Elder abuse affects the 
health and human rights of its victims, including over 20,000 older Pennsylvanians.  Elder abuse 
is an issue that deserves and demands our attention; and while great progress has been made 
to enhance our response to elder abuse, so much more needs to be done so that together we 
find the solutions we seek to recognize the signs and symptoms of elder abuse and take action 
to prevent it.   
 
To this end, it is our privilege at the Department of Aging to work collaboratively with the 
General Assembly and with many of our sister agencies in order to promote a better 
understanding of abuse, neglect and financial exploitation of older Pennsylvanians.  One such 
agency is the Attorney General's Office.  Earlier this week, two members of the Attorney 
General's Office, David Shallcross, Elder Abuse Unit Leader and Education & Outreach 
Specialist, and Janene Holter, Senior Supervisory Special Agent, provided an enrichment 
session for Department staff.  During the session, they spoke in particular about how to protect 
older adults from becoming victims of fraud, and focused their presentation on how to avoid 
falling victim to scams involving charities, lotteries, and home improvement issues while also 
touching on the appropriate use of powers of attorney.  The session was informative and 
practical and I encourage others to reach out to the Attorney General's Office, which 
investigates and prosecutes those who cheat, deceive or abuse older Pennsylvanians through 
its Elder Abuse Unit, while also educating the public about senior fraud and teaching them how 
to avoid being victimized.   
  
It is through the Attorney General’s Senior Crime Prevention University that seniors and their 
families are educated on crime prevention and the threat of fraud by teaching them how to avoid 
being victimized and to make sure that they know who to call when they are concerned about 
their safety and wellbeing.  The program is free of charge to community organizations and is led 
by a member of the Elder Abuse Unit using specific examples of real life situations where 
seniors were targeted.  If you would like to attend a Senior Crime Prevention University 
Program, or have your group host a presentation anywhere in the Commonwealth, more 
information is available here.   
  

https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/Quick_Links/Senior_Issues/
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Far too often, older adults are reluctant to report their mistreatment or they are embarrassed to 
report their victimization.  By creating a strong network of dedicated community and government 
organizations that provide vital services to our most vulnerable residents, we are working to 
create safer, more livable communities for all our residents.  I am grateful to Mr. Shallcross and 
Agent Holter for their dedication, commitment, partnership and their willingness to share their 
experiences and knowledge with others in order to ensure that together we protect older 
Pennsylvanians.  
  
This session came at a particularly meaningful time as on Monday, June 15, 2015, the 
Department is hosting an event in the Capitol in recognition of World Elder Abuse Awareness 
Day.  To this end, a bit earlier today I participated in an interview with Radio PA in anticipation of 
Monday's event and its important message of raising awareness of the ramifications of elder 
abuse, neglect and exploitation.  Please join us at 11:00am in the Capitol East Wing as 
Pennsylvania joins communities around the world in taking action in the fight against elder 
abuse.  Every person is needed on this journey towards elder justice!  
  
Teresa Osborne 
Secretary 

Legislative Update 
 
Upcoming Event: Elder Abuse Awareness Day – On June 15 at 11:00am in the East Wing 
Rotunda, Secretary Osborne in association with Sec. Robin Wiessmann (Banking and 
Securities), will hold a World Elder Abuse Awareness Day Program. Rep. Karen Boback will 
present a summary of HR 386 (see below) which recognizes June 15, 2015, as World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day in Pennsylvania.  Rep. Tim Hennessey and Rep. Steve Samuelson will 
provide an overview of the House Aging and Older Adult Services Committee role in addressing 
elder abuse.  
 
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION:  
This week the House passed Resolution, HR 386 by Rep. Karen Boback – This resolution 
designates June 15, 2015 as “Elder Abuse Awareness Day in Pennsylvania”.  
 
To view HR 386, click here. 
 
PENDING LEGISLATION / NEW LEGISLATION: 
Pending: SB 622, by Senator Mensch: SB 622 would remove certain recurring projects from 
the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) to allow personnel to work on new 
studies. The recommendations include elimination of an annual study regarding the impact of 
slots on the PA State Lottery. Previous reports have shown no impact. The bill passed the 
Senate and is now on the House calendar for consideration.  
 
To view SB 622, click here. 
 
New: HB 406- Rep. Jim Cox: This bill would allow family members of a deceased individual to 
file for a Property Tax Rent Rebate (PTRR). This legislation would allow the rebate to be 
distributed to the family as long as the death occurs after the taxes have been paid. The bill has 
been assigned to the House Finance Committee for possible consideration.  
 
To view HB 406, click here. 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0386&pn=1758
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0622&pn=0644
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0406&pn=1762
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Changes in the PA General Assembly this week include: 
John Sabatina (D) was sworn in as State Senator to represent Senate District 5  previously 
held by Senator, now Lieutenant Governor Mike Stack.    
 
To learn more about Senator Sabatina, click here.  
 
Philadelphia based Representatives Ron Waters and Rep. Michelle Brownlee resigned their 
House seats on after pleading guilty to conflict of interest. Representatives Louise Bishop and 
Vanessa Lowery Brown have upcoming hearings on similar charges.   
 
Speaker of the House Mike Turzai announced the date for special elections to fill seats vacated 
by former State Representatives John Sabatina (174th), who’s moved onto the State Senate, 
Ron Waters (191st) and Michelle Brownlee (195th). The elections will be held on August 11, 
2015, so expect candidate announcements in the near future. 
 
On August 4, 2015, a special election will be held in the 87th House District (Cumberland 
County) to replace Rep. Glen Grell who resigned to lead PSERS (Public School Employees 
Retirement System).  The candidates are Republican Greg Rothman and Democrat Robert 
Charles.  
 
August 4, 2015, will also be the day for a special election to fill the 161st House District vacant 
seat due to the resignation of former Rep. Joe Hackett (R) who has returned to a career in law 
enforcement.  The candidates are Republican Paul Mullen and Democrat Leanne Krueger-
Braneky.   
  
UPCOMING COMMITTEE HEARINGS: 
The House Aging and Older Adults Services Committee will hold an informational meeting 
on Wednesday, June 17, 2015, at 9:30am in 31-B Main Capitol to discuss the CARE Act which 
is scheduled to be introduced by Rep. Hal English. The legislation is part of AARP’s Nationwide 
Legislative Agenda for 2015.  
 
Legislative Budget Finance Committee (LBFC) On Wednesday, June 17, 2015, at 9:30am in 
Hearing Room 2, North Office Building, the LBFC will present their report on Elder Abuse Task 
Forces in Pennsylvania.  The study was completed as a result of HR 929 of 2014 (Rep Jerry 
Knowles). The Department was actively engaged in assisting the LBFC with their research 
requests over the past year. The report once released will be available via the LBFC website, 
www.lbfc.state.pa.us   
 
To view HR 929, click here. 
 
Personnel Update 
 
Deborah Ethridge started on 6/10/15 as a Clerk Typist in the Bureau of Advocacy.  She can be 
reached at 717-783-8975, dethridge@pa.gov.  
 
Joyce O’Brien is retiring on 6/29/15 as Director of the Aging and Disability Resources 
Office.  Her last day of employment is 6/12/15 as she will be taking vacation time.  We wish 
Joyce well in retirement! 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/Senate_bio.cfm?id=1044
http://www.lbfc.state.pa.us/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0929&pn=4097
mailto:dethridge@pa.gov
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Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here. 
 
Schuylkill County: Walk with Ease Exercise Program 
Offering a great program that reduces the pain of arthritis, increases strength & balance and 
improves overall health. 
Location: Schuylkill Haven Senior Neighborhood Center 
     340 Haven Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972 
Dates: June 22, July 31, 2015 (pre-registration required) 
Time:  8:30-9:30am 
Please contact:  Kathy at 570-624-3017 
For more information, click here.  
 
Lynn Guiser, Dietician, Speaking at Wayne Senior Centers 
Lynn Guiser, MS, RD/LD, Dietitian, will be a new member to the Wayne AAA staff. 
She has been revising menus to include new, creative, and healthier meal options and will be 
meeting with each of our senior groups to talk about the new menus, as well as new Dietary 
Guidelines.   
 
Please join us for lunch, by calling 570-253-4262 at least 2 days in advance. If you need 
transportation please call 570-253-4280.  All programs are 11:30 a.m. – noon on the following 
dates: 
 
July 16- Northern Wayne Senior Group (Crosstown Hwy, Lakewood) 
July 22- Honesdale Senior Center (323 Tenth Street; 570-253-4262) 
August 07- Hamlin Senior Center (Rt. 590, Township Building; 570-689-3766) 
August 19- Hawley Senior Center (Bingham Park; 570-226-4209) 
 
PrimeTime Health Wayne County Senior Center: Prescription Drug Safety.  
Charlotte Myers, Certified Prevention Specialist of Wayne County Drug & Alcohol Commission 
will speak about how medications and alcohol can affect you in adverse ways, medication safety 
and local programs for properly discarding medications. 
 
Additionally, the Wayne County District Attorney Janine Edwards will also be speaking and will 
have detectives available at each of the center locations so bring in expired medications.  
 
All programs will be from 11:15 a.m. to noon. The detectives will be available from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon Please call 570-253-4262 at least 2 days in advance to register for lunch, or please call 
570-253-4280 for transportation. 
Locations for presentations are: 
 
June 17, 2015          Honesdale Senior Center (323 Tenth Street; 570-253-4262) 
June 18, 2015          Northern Wayne Senior Group (Crosstown Hwy, Lakewood) 
 
 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1505525/jun_5%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
https://www.facebook.com/#!/Schuylkillhavenseniorcommunitycenter
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Wayne Area Agency on Aging offers speaker on Rheumatology 
Dr. Mark Cruciani will present at the following centers on rheumatology, which is a specialty that 
focuses on joint, muscle and bone disorders, including autoimmune diseases (diseases of the 
immune system). Join us at any of our centers to learn more about rheumatology and 
osteoarthritis.  All programs will be from 11:30 a.m. – noon 
 
July 8, 2015  Hawley Senior Center (Bingham Park; 570-226-4209) 
July 30, 2015   Hamlin Senior Center (Rt. 590, Township Building; 570-689-3766) 
August 6, 2015  Northern Wayne Senior Group (Crosstown Hwy, Lakewood) 
August 19, 2015 Honesdale Senior Center (323 Tenth Street; 570-253-4262) 
 
If you would like to join us for lunch, please call 570-253-4262 at least 2 days in advance. If you 
would like transportation please call 570-253-4280. For more information visit our website by 
clicking here. 
 
Bureau of Aging Services 
 
Creative Aging Pilot Highlighted at Legislative Arts and Culture Caucus 
The Creative Aging pilot project, conducted by the Pennsylvania Department of Aging (PDA) 
and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts (PCA), was highlighted at the June Pennsylvania 
Legislative Arts & Culture Caucus meeting, chaired by Senator Jay Costa. Creative Aging is a 
program where older adults who attend senior community centers learn to articulate life 
experiences and stories through various art mediums such as painting, dance and poetry.  The 
Creative Aging pilot program paired 14 PCA professional teaching artists with senior community 
center administrators throughout the state to provide training and implement evidence-based, 
cultural Creative Aging programs at the centers.   
 
You can click here, to view a video is available that highlights one of Creative Aging pilot 
projects.  Senior community center administrators who would like more information at Creative 
Aging should contact PDA at RA-PAAgingServices@pa.gov or call (717) 772-1221.  Additional 
information on Creative Aging is found at http://www.arts.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
Attract New and Younger Senior Community Center Members with Free Monthly 
Presentations 
Interactive Series Targets Baby Boomers and Beyond 
The Pennsylvania Department of Aging (PDA) is proud to announce the return of MindMatters in 
Fall 2015.  MindMatters, produced by WITF, Harrisburg’s Public Broadcasting Station and NPR 
affiliate, is a series of interactive presentations designed to help senior community centers 
across the state provide new and innovative programming that attracts new members -- 
particularly from the sizeable baby boomer generation.  Monthly presentations are easy to 
access and require only a computer with broadband internet access and a screen/TV.  The 
series was piloted in early 2015 with topics including world history, personal fitness, 
Pennsylvania politics, and travel.  If your center was unable to attend all of the sessions, each 
presentation has been recorded and is available upon request. 
 
Each presentation includes an opportunity to provide feedback on the program and early survey 
responses showed high satisfaction levels as audience members raved about the presentations, 
with virtually all saying they'd attend another, and more than 93 percent saying they'd 
recommend it to a friend. 
 

http://aging.waynecountypa.gov/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ9U0ApyR50
mailto:RA-PAAgingServices@pa.gov
http://www.arts.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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The series is being provided by the PDA at no cost to participants along with all production and 
marketing materials by PDA and WITF.  More information about the new series is forthcoming.  
 
To participate in this monthly program, email RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov or for further details 
or questions, contact Suzanne Bellotti at (717) 772-1221. 
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
McKean County 
Event: A Day in the Park 
Description: A free day geared toward individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, as well as service providers and professionals, to promote learning, awareness of 
resources, socialization, and fun across the 9 county service area for Milestone HCQU 
Northwest (McKean, Cameron, Elk, Potter, Clearfield, Jefferson, Warren, Forest, Erie counties). 
Location: Wildcat Park in Ludlow, PA 16333 (between Kane and Sheffield) 
Date: Friday, June 19 
Time: 9am – 2:30pm 
Contact: Joanne Cook – jcook@milestonepa.org 
 
Elk County and surrounding counties 
Event: Aging/IDD County Team Conference 
Description: A 1-day ($10 reg. fee) conference featuring presentations on “Signs and 
Symptoms of Physical Illness” and “Common Chronic Health Conditions” with Personal Care 
Credits available. 
Location: Johnsonburg Fire Hall – 99 Clarion Rd., Johnsonburg, PA 
Date: Wednesday, June 24 
Time: 9am to 2:30pm 
Contact: Milestone HCQU Northwest – (814) 728-9400 
Registration: June 17 
 
Delaware County  
Event: 2015 Caregiver Series “Creative Tools for Caregiving”  
Description: This is the last of the six session program for caregivers to bring their loved ones 
with them so they can participate in meaningful activities that can be taken home such as 
mosaics, fitness and the art of storytelling.  This final session is: Relaxation Techniques: The 
Keys to Stress Free Living. Your loved one will participate in a Fitness Activity.  
Location: Friendship Circle Senior Center  
Date: June 17  
Time: 4:15pm to 5:45pm  
Contact: Email -- dschumacher@scs-delco.org or  
Phone -- 610-237-6222 ext. 57 
 
Berks County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: This presentation introduces programs and platforms that include handcycles, 
racing chairs, adaptive skis, and other advancements in technology, along with inclusive fitness 
programs; it is possible for anyone who has a disability to increase their fitness level.  
Date: June 16, 2015 
Time: 9:00 am to 10:15 am 
Contact:     E-mail – blllink@mail.com  

mailto:RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov
mailto:jcook@milestonepa.org
mailto:dschumacher@scs-delco.org
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/berks-county/cross-training-meetings/2015-meetings/
mailto:blllink@mail.com
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       Phone / text – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: June 12 - Event is FREE to everyone; email, call or text if you require 
accommodations. 
 
Event: Understanding Nursing Home Transition  
Description: A program featuring presentations by Sharon Wilkes, Division Director of 
Transition of Transition Planning for the Office of Long Term Living, Department of Human 
Services; Stephanie Quigley, Nursing Home Transition Program Director for the Berks County 
Center for Independent Living and Patricia Cortez, Assessment Supervisor for the Berks County 
Area Agency on Aging.  
Location: The Highlands at Wyomissing, 2000 Cambridge Avenue, Wyomissing, PA 
19610. 
Date: June 24, 2015 
Time: 8:15 am 
Contact: E-mail – abarlet@countyofberks.com  

Phone – 610.478.6500, ext. 5523 
Registration Deadline: June 17 - Event is FREE to everyone; email or call if you require 
accommodations. 
 
Lancaster County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: This program will present information about Pennsylvania's Telecommunication 
Device Distribution Program (TDDP) which provides specialized telephone equipment, FREE, to 
eligible Pennsylvanians who have disabilities which may impede them from having independent 
access to landline telephone services and demonstration on exercise programs and low stress 
activities to help you and the people you help gain physical conditioning and satisfaction. 
Additionally, Yvonne Garris, Fresh Outlook Coach will also present a “pecha kucha.”  
Location: Blair Room at United Way, 630 Janet Avenue, Lancaster, PA 17601. 
Date: June 18, 2015 
Time: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  

Phone / text – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: June 16 - Event is FREE to everyone; email, call or text if you require 
accommodations. 
 
Event: Series on balance and fall prevention 
Description:  A four-part series on balance and fall prevention, this program consists of 
identifying what makes up good or poor balance, addressing the fear of falling, why balance 
testing is valuable and exercises for better balance.  The series dates and topics include: 
 June 17 – Understanding the Benefits of Balance Testing 
 July 15 – Exercises for Better Balance 
Location:  The Long Community at Highland, 600 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 in 
the Brightwood Dining Room 
Time:  10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Contact:  Email – blllink@mail.com 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Lebanon County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: Information about Pennsylvania's Telecommunication Device 

http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/berks-county/events/june-24-understanding-nursing-home-transition-presentation-at-the-highlands-at-wyomissing/
mailto:abarlet@countyofberks.com
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/18-2/cross-training-meetings/2015-meetings/
mailto:blllink@mail.com
mailto:blllink@mail.com
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Distribution Program (TDDP) which provides specialized telephone equipment, FREE, to eligible 
Pennsylvanians who have disabilities which may impede them from having independent access 
to landline telephone services. 
Location:  Linden Village, 100 Tuck Court, Lebanon, PA.  
Date: June 18, 2015 
Time: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com   

    Phone / text – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: June 16 - Event is FREE to everyone; email, call or text if you require 
accommodations. 
 
Event: Advocating for Equality seminars 
Description: Two free seminars on housing rights, fair housing, and empowering individuals 
with disabilities. The morning iteration is designed for case managers, social workers and 
advocates; the evening event is designed for the general community. 
Location: Lebanon Community Library 
Date: June 22, 2015 
Time: 9:00 am to 11:00 am (morning session) and 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm (evening session) 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  

Phone / text – 717.380.9714 or call LHOP at 717.291.9945, ext. 7 
Registration Deadline: To register for the morning session, visit www.lhop.org. It is not 
necessary to register for the evening session. Both sessions are FREE to everyone; email, call 
or text if you require accommodations.  
 
Lehigh/Northampton Counties 
Event: Northeastern Region Positive Practices Event 
Description: Gain understanding of Compassion Fatigue, develop knowledge about difference 
between Burn Out and Compassion Fatigue, gain insight into Quality Initiatives from IDD 
Providers. 
Location:  Bethlehem Christian Training Center, 529 E. Broad Street in Bethlehem 
Date:  June 19, 2015 
Time:  10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Phone – Heather Coleman (610) 435-9050 or Sharon Falzone (570) 207-9192 
Registration Deadline:  June 12, 2015 
 
Fayette/Greene/Washington 
Event:  Powerful Tools For Caregivers Series 
Description:  This free program helps family caregivers reduce stress, improve self-confidence, 
communicate feelings better, balance their lives, and increase their ability to make tough 
decisions and locate helpful resources.  Workshop trainers are Michelle Rockwell, Pennsylvania 
Link Coordinator and Kristen Jackson, Southwestern PA Area Agency on Aging. 
Location:  Hickory UEP Church, 210 Main Street, Hickory, PA 
Date:  Tuesdays, June 2 – July 7, 2015 
Time:  1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – staley@hky.com 
                 Phone – (724) 356-4042 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Somerset County 
Event:  Elder Justice Day Seminar 

mailto:blllink@mail.com
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/lebanon-county/events/june-22-free-seminars-on-housing-rights-fair-housing-empowering-individuals-with-disabilities-at-the-lebanon-community-library/
mailto:blllink@mail.com
mailto:staley@hky.com
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Description:  This free program is designed to inform, protect and help prevent older adults 
from abuse and financial exploitation.  Experts will be on hand from across the state along with 
local leaders to talk about types of abuse and how it can be prevented.  Lunch will be provided. 
Location:  Somerset Church of the Brethren, 606 Plank Road, Somerset, PA 
Date:   June 25, 2015 
Time:  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (Registration begins at 9:30 a.m.) 
Contact:  phone – (814) 443-2681, Missy Beam 
Registration Deadline:  June 19, 2015 
 
Indiana County 
Event:  Cross Training on Waivers, Programs & Guidelines for Agencies & Caregivers 
Description:  Speakers include Fran Chervenak, PA Health Law Project and Jamie Harper, 
Senior Care Indiana.  Event is free and includes lunch. 
Location:  Aging Services, Inc., 1055 Oak Street, Indiana, PA 
Date:  June 18, 2015 
Time:  10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (registration begins at 9:30 a.m.) 
Contact:  Email – palinkcoordinator5@gmail.com 
                 Phone – (724) 237-1242 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Blair County 
Event:  Dementia and Aging Series – Day 1 
Description:  Sponsored by the Blair County Quality Assurance Group and PA Link, this is a 
two session presentation.  Morning presentation is an overview of Dementia and aging, health 
aspects, screening assessment and diagnosis.  Afternoon session is a presentation on quality of 
life, support for optimal aging and end of life planning. 
Location:  Penn State Altoona, The Devorris Downtown Center, 1431 12th Avenue, Altoona 
Date:  June 18, 2015 
Time:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  (Part 1) 
 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  (Part 2) 
Contact:  Email – skarns@sasmg.org 
                 Phone – (814) 949-2912, ext. 209 
Registration Deadline: Until session is filled 
 
Event:  Dementia and Aging Series – Day 2 
Description:  This morning only session will address the ‘reality’ and perceptions of those living 
with Dementia, the stages, and the role of caregivers who provide safety and support. 
Location:  Penn State Altoona, The Devorris Downtown Center, 1431 12th Avenue, Altoona 
Date:  June 19, 2015 
Time:  9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – skarns@sasmg.org 
                 Phone – (814) 949-2912, ext. 209 
Registration Deadline:  Until session is filled 
 
Allegheny County 
Event:  Resources for Individuals with Disabilities under 60 
Description:  Part of the APPRISE/Allegheny Link 2015 Lunch and Learn Series, this 
presentation will cover a number of services that are available to individuals with disabilities who 
are under the age of 60 to help them maintain their independence in the community.  This is a 
panel discussion with time for question and is free of charge.   
Location:  Human Services Building, 1 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 

mailto:palinkcoordinator5@gmail.com
mailto:skarns@sasmg.org
mailto:skarns@sasmg.org
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Date:  June 25, 2015 
Time:  11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – mckendreew@fswp.org 
                 Phone – 1-(866) 730-2368       
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
 
Mercer County 
Event:  Social Capital and Community Building 
Description:  Workshop is designed to examine the concept of social capital in greater depth 
and explore ways and means to help people build more opportunities for relationships.  Ideal for 
professional and family caregivers, this event is free includes networking lunch and is 
sponsored by Pennsylvania Link. 
Location: Carnegie Alumni Center, 260 South Broad Street, Grove City, PA 
Date: June 25, 2015 
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – bfriedman@ccrinfo.org 
                 Phone – (724) 431-3639 
Registration Deadline:  June 19, 2015 
 
Chester County 
Event: Centenarian Birthday Party 
Description: The Link will sponsor the Chester County Department of Aging’s 3rd Annual 
Centenarian Birthday Party and will educate attendees on the Link and the Link’s project, 
“Hospital to Home.”  
Location: The Downingtown Country Club, 93 Country Club Rd, Downingtown, PA 19335 
Date: June 24  
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Contact: E-mail - buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com  
               Phone – 484-364-6981 
 
Franklin County: 
Event:  Veteran Town Hall Meeting 
Description:  An event where Veterans learn about existing/new services available in Franklin 
County.  Information will be shared such as Compensation, Benefits, Healthcare, Education, 
Housing and Homeless services, Employment and Outreach services.  Representatives will be 
available to meet with from county, state and Federal organizations. 
Location:  Waynesboro Senior Center – Waynesboro, PA 
Date:  June 16, 2015 
Time:  6:00 -7:30 PM 
Contact: E-mail –  jdslep@franklincountypa.gov  
    Phone –   717-263-4326 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Announcements 
 
EPA Information on Environment and Healthy Living 
Are you aware that the United States Environmental Protection Agency provides easy-to-read 
fact sheets regarding environmental health issues?  Topics such as Age Healthier & Breathe 
Easier to Disposal of Medicines and Elder Gardening can be found by clicking here. 

mailto:mckendreew@fswp.org
mailto:bfriedman@ccrinfo.org
mailto:buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com
mailto:jdslep@franklincountypa.gov
http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/index.htm
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Fact sheets are available in large print and in multiple languages.  Fact sheets can be ordered 
online at: http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/order.htm 
 
Innovation in Caregiving Award 
The Innovation in Caregiving Award recognizes individuals who, in the course of caring for an 
older adult in a private home or a residential setting invented a device or technique that solves a 
caregiving challenge, or found a new application for an existing device or technique that 
supports caregiving of older adults and eases the burden on caregivers. Those assisting 
younger individuals with disabilities may apply for the award if their device or technique is 
helpful to the care of adults aged 60 and older. The application deadline is June 30, 2015. 
Apply for the 2015 Award 
 
Messiah Lifeways and Harrisburg Magazine SAGE Awards  
Awards to honor savvy, active, growing, and enlightened older adults, age 55 and better, who 
have made important contributions to the economic, cultural, spiritual, and social progress of the 
Greater Capital Region. We are currently seeking outstanding nominees who are transforming 
the lives of others, who are improving the quality of life for all persons in our region, or who are 
creating a new sense of purpose in the third age of their life. Past winners have included a 
National Geographic instructor, several Peace Corps volunteers, a food pantry founder, a state 
Senator, renowned philanthropists, and "a re-wired" executive. The key to the SAGE Awards is 
that it highlights persons who are changing the conversation about aging and inspiring people to 
think about retirement as a time of purpose and zest! We are especially eager to meet people 
who have done interesting things in recent years - at age 55 or better 
  
Completed applications may be emailed to kbisbee@messiahlifeways.org  or faxed to 717-796-
8155. The deadline for this year’s entries is June 22. After a panel of judges reviews all of 
this year’s nominees, as many as six recipients may be honored at an awards celebration 
dinner scheduled for on Thursday, November 12, 2015 at Messiah Lifeways at Messiah 
Village.  To access the nomination form, click here. 
 
PA Association of Senior Centers Northeast Region Annual Meeting 
The PA Assoc. of Senior Centers (PASC) Northeast Region is holding its annual meeting on 
Friday, June 5, at the West Side Active Adult Senior Center, 1004 Jackson Street, Scranton, 
from 10am - 3pm. The cost is $20.00 for PASC members and $25.00 non-members. 
 
For further information, contact Leslie Berger at 570.420.3745 OR 
lberger@monroecountypa.gov.  
 
National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 40th Annual Conference 
July 11-15, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA 
Please save the date; more information can be found by clicking here.   
 
Funding Opportunities 
 
Funding Opportunity Announced for Navigators in Federally-Facilitated Marketplaces  
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has announced the availability of funding 
to support Navigators in Federally-facilitated Marketplaces (FFM), including State Partnership 
Marketplaces. Grantees will be selected for a three year project period, and a total of up to $67 
million is available for the first year of the award. The funding opportunity announcement is open 
to eligible individuals, as well as private and public entities, applying to serve as Navigators in 
states with a FFM. It is open to new and returning HHS Navigator grant applicants, and 

http://epa.gov/aging/factsheets/order.htm
http://www.benrose.org/award/2015-InnovationAward-Entry.cfm
mailto:kbisbee@messiahlifeways.org
https://www.messiahlifeways.org/images/uploads/documents/HBG_SAGEballot3_2015.pdf
mailto:lberger@monroecountypa.gov
http://www.n4aconference.org/


12 
 

applications are due by June 15, 2015. 
 
Click here for more information. 
 
In the News 
 
Advocates urge state to move slowly on changing long-term care services 
Post-Gazette 
 
Governor Wolf Announces Fee Waivers for Volunteers Seeking Background Checks 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 
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