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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 
May 1, 2015 
 
Message from the Acting Secretary 
 
During his inauguration, Governor Wolf said he does not want to be part of the first generation 
of Pennsylvanians who have to tell their children they have to go elsewhere to achieve success. 
He said that in order to build a better Pennsylvania, his administration will be dedicated to three 
simple things: jobs that pay, schools that teach and government that works.   April 29, 2014, 
marked Governor Wolf’s first 100 days in office.  During these days, Governor Wolf has taken 
concrete actions and introduced bold proposals to secure a better future for Pennsylvanians. 
Governor Wolf’s first 100 days are highlighted in this video: http://youtu.be/DsNhYzNRCBE 
 

As has been mentioned in prior Wrap-Ups, the month of April was the time for countless 
organizations across the Commonwealth to pause and recognize the individuals who volunteer 
for them.   Likewise, the PA Department of Aging also paused to offer our gratitude and 
appreciation to volunteers who ensure, in particular, that older Pennsylvanians are treated with 
the dignity and respect they deserve.  On Wednesday of this week, I had the awesome 
privileged to recognize two very special volunteers.   
 
First, I attended the APPRISE Annual Conference.  APPRISE is Pennsylvania’s SHIP (State 
Health Insurance Program), which ensures that our Medicare beneficiaries, their families or 
caregivers are educated and empowered to make informed choices about their health 
insurance.  In addressing the over 125 conference attendees, on behalf of the Department, I 
thanked the local coordinators and lead volunteers present for their efforts, which last year 
resulted in over 200,000 beneficiaries being served, over 700 volunteers contributing over 
77,000 hours of service, and perhaps most impressively, due to the combined effort of the 
APPRISE program to meet the state’s performance benchmarks, Pennsylvania’s state ranking 
has improved over the last several years from 41st to 21st to 16th currently.  At that time, I was 
honored to bestow the Secretary’s Award to Joanne McDermitt of Beaver County.  The 
Secretary’s Award recognizes the efforts of a particular APPRISE Local Coordinator for his/her 
all around excellence in the areas of collaboration, innovation, performance and client service.  
As a local APPRISE Coordinator, Ms. McDermitt works tirelessly with her local staff and 
volunteers to counsel Medicare beneficiaries while also ensuring that the APPRISE Program is 
represented at countless meetings, legislative senior expos, health fairs, farmer market 
distribution sites, open enrollment events  and the list of stakeholder engagement and 
partnership activities goes on and on.  Ms. McDermitt successfully recruits and trains new 
volunteers while managing to retain those already committed to sharing their skills with others.   
She also manages to multi-task as she provides care management and assessment services to 
older residents of Beaver County who desire to access home and community based services.  
Because of her leadership skills, compassion and commitment, the county met all of its Key 
Performance Measures, which in-turn helped Pennsylvania as a whole to improve its overall 
state ranking.   We tip our hat to Ms. McDermitt for her faithful and selfless service. 
 

http://youtu.be/DsNhYzNRCBE
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Also on Wednesday, I had the privilege to present the 7th and last of our Volunteer Spotlight 
Awards.  During an event at the Mifflin County Courthouse, Lewistown, we gathered with friends 
and family to honor Kenneth Goodling for his volunteer service with the AARP Income Tax 
Preparer Program.   With his wife of nearly 60 years, Dot, along with two of his daughters and a 
granddaughter by his side, I was honored to recognize Mr. Goodling for his extraordinary 
service to help hundreds of lower to moderate income seniors with their tax returns.  After 
working as a teacher and principal for over 30 years in the Mifflin County School District, Mr. 
Goodling began sharing his skill set with seniors in Mifflin County who turned to the AARP Tax-
Aide program in Lewistown.  In partnership with the Mifflin/Juniata Area Agency on Aging, he 
leads a group of trained preparers to alleviate the anxiety that is often associated with 
completing complex tax forms. His quick wit, kind smile, confident handshake – not to mention 
his incredible knowledge base – combined with his calm demeanor and peaceful presence is 
comforting to all who come to him for assistance, guidance and support.   We tip our hat also to 
Mr. Goodling and his team for their leadership and tax preparation assistance.   Lastly, with 
appreciation to Department’s volunteer coordinator, Troy Dunston, and all who helped make this 
year’s campaign a success, please be certain to visit our webpage for more details on the 
Volunteer Spotlight Awards as well as information on volunteer opportunities throughout the 
state. 
 
Finally, today is May 1st … and is thus the first day of Older American’s Month.  Each May, the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and its Administration for Community Living 
(ACL) celebrates Older Americans Month to recognize older Americans for their contributions to 
the nation.  This year is the 50th Anniversary of the Older Americans Act. The theme for Older 
Americans Month 2015 is Get into the Act, and the focus is on how older adults are taking 
charge of their health, engaging in their communities and making a positive impact on the lives 
of others.  Throughout the month, in cities, towns and boroughs across the 67 counties of our 
Commonwealth, local Area Agencies on Aging and other community partners have planned 
events and programs designed to raise awareness of the importance of community engagement 
as a tool for enhancing the wellbeing of older adults.  While I look forward to joining in the 
celebration with many local AAAs and stakeholder groups, I am equally grateful for and 
appreciative of the responsibility we share to together promote healthy aging, increase 
community involvement for older Pennsylvanians, and tackle important issues like the 
prevention of elder abuse.    
 
Teresa Osborne 
Acting Secretary 
 
News: Protective Services, Ombudsman, APPRISE and Volunteer Spotlight  
Be sure to read the latest profiles of our award winners for Protective Services and Ombudsman 
Awards and APPRISE Bravo Awards in our general News section as well as profiles of our 
Volunteer Spotlight Award winners on our dedicated Volunteer News page. 
 
Personnel Update 
 
David Schwille is the Acting Administrator for the Luzerne/Wyoming Counties Bureau for Aging 
until the vacant position is filled.  Mr. Schwille is the Human Services Administrator for Luzerne 
County and can be reached at dschwille@ohs.luzerne.pa.us, 570-826-8800.  Albert Petrole, 
Fiscal Administrator for the Luzerne County Office of Human Services, had been serving as 
Acting Administrator. 
 
 

http://acl.gov/
http://www.aging.pa.gov/Pages/News.aspx#.VUO17ZMprqs
http://www.aging.pa.gov/Pages/National-Volunteer-Week.aspx#.VUO1wJMprqs
mailto:dschwille@ohs.luzerne.pa.us
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Legislative Update 
 
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION: 
The General Assembly is in recess until Monday May 4th.  No aging related bills are currently on 
the calendar.   
 
PENDING LEGISLATION /  NEW LEGISLATION: 
HB 1046: By Rep. Harkins- The bill would permit the attachment of an individual’s state income 
tax return and or lottery winnings for the payment of delinquent court-ordered fees and 
restitutions. This bill goes to the House Judiciary Committee for possible consideration. NOTE – 
This is a reintroduction of HB 1347 from the 2013-14 Legislative Session.  
 
To view HB 1046, click here. 
 
HR 300 – Rep Kinsey – A resolution recognizing May 2015 as “Older Americans – Get into the 
Act” month in Pennsylvania.  
 
To view HR 300, click here. 
 
UPCOMING COMMITTEE HEARING: 
House Aging and Older Adult Services –On May 6, 2015 at 9:30 am, the Committee will hold 
an Informational Hearing on AARP’s Legislative initiatives for the 2015-16 Legislative Session. 
The meeting will be held in Room 39 East Wing, PA Capitol.    
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here.  
 
LEADER TRAINING in the Chronic Disease Self-Management Program, Lawrence County 
When: Tuesday & Wednesday May 12 &13 AND Tuesday & Wednesday May19 and 20  
Where: CHALLENGES—Options in Aging,  
 Shenley Square Plaza  
 2706 Mercer Rd.   
 New Castle, PA 16105  
Time:  9:00 am to 4:00 pm each day 
Fee: None 
 
Stanford University Chronic Disease Self–Management Program (CDSMP) – an evidence-
based program designed to help others to coordinate their chronic disorders, manage their own 
health, stay active, and take charge!  We are looking for people who are motivated to help 
themselves and to assist others. 
 
You do not need any previous teaching or healthcare experience but you must plan to 
attend all four days in order to be certified. 
 
You will receive all materials, handouts, supplies, and refreshments during your training. After 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=1046&pn=1364
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0300&pn=1360
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1494099/apr_17%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
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completing the four day training you will be able to co-lead the six week CDSMP workshop in 
your community. Don’t miss a chance to be a part of this life changing program! 
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Indiana County 
Event:  Senior Citizen Law Day 
Description:  Hosted by Patrick Dougherty, Indiana County District Attorney, Aging Services, 
Inc., and Pennsylvania Link this is a free seminar on Elder Abuse & Protective Services, 
Financial Fraud & Scams, Estate Recovery, Safe Driving and Consumer Rights. 
Location:  Kovalchick Convention & Athletic Center, Indiana, PA 
Date:  May 5, 2015 
Time:  10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Phone – 724-349-4500 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Fayette County 
Event:  “Ethics in Caring for Older Adults with Disabilities” 
Description:  Free Cross Systems Training sponsored by ID-DD Aging Coalition of Fayette 
County and Pennsylvania Link 
Location:  General George Marshall AMVETS Post #103, 123 Buttermilk Lane, Hopwood, PA 
Date:  May 6, 2015 
Time:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Phone – 724-430-4603 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Allegheny County 
Event:  Medicare Basics – Understanding the Medicare System 
Description:  APPRISE/Allegheny Link Lunch and Learn Series is presenting a free overview of 
the Medicare Health System including eligibility, enrollment criteria and how various 
components of Medicare coordinates with non-Medicare health care benefits. 
Location:  Human Services Building, 1 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
Date:  May 7, 2015 
Time:  11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – mckendreew@fswp.org 
     Phone – 1-866-730-2368 
Registration Deadline - N/A 
 
Westmoreland County 
Event: Westmoreland Community Action’s Mental Health Programs presents “The 4th Annual 
Day of Learning” 
Description:  Sponsored in part by Pennsylvania Link, agency staff will learn more about 
mental health programs in Westmoreland County. 
Location:  University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg- Wagner Room, 150 Finoli Drive, 
Greensburg, PA  15601 
Date:  May 8, 2015 
Time:  8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Phone – 724-552-0305, ext. 1 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
 

mailto:mckendreew@fswp.org
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Armstrong County 
Event:  Meet & Greet with First Responders 
Description:  Sponsored in part by Pennsylvania Link, seniors and persons with disabilities 
have the opportunity to network with First Responders and learn about safety. 
Location:  Rayburn Township Fire Hall, 102 Water Tower Road, Kittanning, PA   
Date:  May 14, 2015 
Time:  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – hsitosky@havinpa.org 
     Phone – 724-919-8402 
Registration Deadline:  May 8, 2015 
 
Clearfield County 
Event Name: Dining with Diabetes – a program for adults with Type 2 Diabetes and their 
families 
Description: A program offered by Penn State Cooperative Extension that consists of a series 
of classes to help you understand some of the most important things you need to know to best 
manage your Type 2 Diabetes ($40 for individual and $55 for family; Medicare and Medicaid 
beneficiaries receive free registration) 
Location:  Morrisdale Class   DuBois Class 
  God’s Clearview Ministry   Church of Our Saviour 
  1946 Pardee Rd   400 Liberty Blvd. 
  Morrisdale, PA 16858   DuBois, PA 15801 
Date: Morrisdale class – May 21, 28 and June 4, 11, 25 (3 month follow-up class TBA) 
          DuBois class – June 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 (3 month follow-up class TBA) 
Time: Morrisdale class – 1:30pm to 4:00pm 
          DuBois class – 12:00noon to 2:30pm 
Contact: Robin Kuleck – (814) 765-7878, ext. 2 
Registration deadline: Morrisdale class – May 15th 
                                      DuBois class – May 26th 
Register online at http://extension.psu.edu/diabetes or call (814) 765-7878 
 
Clearfield County 
Event Name: “Pieces of Hope” Vigil 
Description: Hosted by Skills of Central PA and Skills Psychiatric Rehabilitation Program, this 
free event is being held in honor of May being Mental Health Awareness Month and is meant for 
those who are celebrating wellness, those who are picking up the “Pieces of Hope” to reach 
recovery, and remember those who lost their struggle to mental illness (see flyer) 
Location: Lower Witmer Park in Clearfield (in case of rain, the vigil will be held at the Joseph 
and Elizabeth Shaw Public Library at 1 S Front St., Clearfield) 
Date:   Thursday, May 7th 
Time:  4:00pm to 5:00pm 
Contact:  Sara Mays – smays@skillsgroup.org  
 
Lancaster, Lebanon and Berks County 
Special Project Workshops – Event Flyer 
Columbia-Montour County 
Event: Aging/ID Conference  
Description: Area Agency on Aging, PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources and the CMSU 
Behavioral Health Developmental Services are working together to provide a conference.   
Location: Country Cupboard Lewisburg        
Date: Monday June 8, 2015 

mailto:hsitosky@havinpa.org
http://extension.psu.edu/diabetes
mailto:smays@skillsgroup.org
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1480255/special_projects_workshops_pdf
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Time: 7:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Contact:  E-mail – lrosbach@CMAAA15.org 
Phone – 570-784-9272 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Delaware County 
Event:  2015 Caregiver Series “Creative Tools for Caregiving” 
Description:  Six session program for caregivers to bring their loved ones with them so they 
can participate in meaningful activities that can be taken home such as mosaics, fitness and the 
art of storytelling. 
Location:  Friendship Circle Senior Center 
Dates:   
 May 06: Hoarding and Helping Older Adults Reduce Clutter.  Your loved one will 
 participate in a Creative Arts Project - Watercolor Painting  
 May 20: Non-Traditional Caregivers: You can do it!  Your loved one will participate in the 
 Art of Storytelling  
 June 03: What Does Good Nutrition Look Like? Feeding yourself and your loved one.  
 Your loved one will learn about “Home Remedies” while  participating in a Cognitive 
 Stimulation Activity. 
 June 17: Relaxation Techniques: The Keys to Stress Free Living.  Your loved one will 
 participate in a Fitness Activity. 
Time:  4:15 pm to 5:45 pm 
Contact: Email -- dschumacher@scs-delco.org or  
Phone -- 610-237-6222 ext. 57 
                         
Berks, Lancaster and Lebanon County 
Event: Series on balance and fall prevention 
Description:  A four-part series on balance and fall prevention, this program consists of 
identifying what makes up good or poor balance, addressing the fear of falling, why balance 
testing is valuable and exercises for better balance.  The series dates and topics include: 
 May 20th – Addressing the Fear of Falling 
 June 17th – Understanding the Benefits of Balance Testing 
 July 15th – Exercises for Better Balance 
Location:  The Long Community at Highland, 600 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 in 
the Brightwood Dining Room 
Time:  10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Contact:  Email – blllink@mail.com 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
McKean County  
Event Name: Resources for McKean Co. Veterans (training) 
Description: A free half-day session packed with information and resources for professionals 
and organizations working with Veterans who are residents of McKean Co.  
Location: Commons Room at the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford, Bradford, PA 
Date:  Wednesday, May 20, 2015 
Time: 8am - noon 
Contact: LASizemore@mckeancountypa.org or JERolick@mckeancountypa.org   
Registration Deadline:  TBA 
 
Northampton County 
Event:  Intimacy and Aging Program 

mailto:lrosbach@CMAAA15.org
mailto:dschumacher@scs-delco.org
mailto:blllink@mail.com
mailto:LASizemore@mckeancountypa.org
mailto:JERolick@mckeancountypa.org
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Description:  This free program (registration required) will educate participants about the 
difference between sex and sexuality, demystify common myths and misinformation about 
sexuality and aging, and increase comfort when discussing aging and sexuality.   
Location:  Fowler Family Southside Center, 511 East Third Street Bethlehem 
Date:  Friday, May 15 
Time:  9:00am to 11:00am 
Contact:  Email – jasonadams@lehighcounty.org 
Phone -- 610.782.3034 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean and Potter Counties 
Event Name: LIFT’s 5th Annual Youth Transition Conference 
Description: A free conference (supported in part by PA Link) open to all students in LIFT’s 
service area who have an IEP and are interested in a day full of information and resources on 
person-centered transition support as it pertains to school, higher education, employment and 
independent living.  
Location: Christian Missionary Alliance Church – Sizerville Rd., Emporium, PA 
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 
Time:  9:00am to 2:00pm 
Contact: LIFT - (814) 781-3050, ext. 200 
Registration Deadline:  By invite only 
 
Lycoming & Clinton County 
Event: Focused on hoarding 
Description:  This training features expert Cory Chalmers on A&E's "Hoarders", Hoarding & 
Biohazard Expert, Trainer, and Public Speaker, President/CEO Steri-Clean, Inc. & Crime Scene 
Steri-Clean, LLC.  
Location:  Country Cupboard, Lewisburg 
Date:  Friday, May 22 
Time:  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Contact:  Email -- schurch@usaaa17.org 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Columbia-Montour County 
Event: Aging/ID Conference  
Description: Area Agency on Aging, PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources and the CMSU 
Behavioral Health Developmental Services are working together to provide a 
conference.  Details on topics pending.   
Location: Country Cupboard Lewisburg        
Date: Monday June 8, 2015 
Time: 7:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Contact: E-mail – lrosbach@CMAAA15.org 
Phone - 570-784-9272 
 
The PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources, in partnership with agencies that support 
individuals with intellectual disabilities, is hosting conferences throughout the state.   
  Lehigh and Northampton County 

June 5, 8:30 to 4:30, at the Best Western in Bethlehem.  
Contact Kimberly Melusky, at KimberlyMelusky@lehighcounty.org  
There will be a $40 registration fee for this conference 

 

mailto:jasonadams@lehighcounty.org
mailto:schurch@usaaa17.org
mailto:lrosbach@CMAAA15.org
mailto:KimberlyMelusky@lehighcounty.org
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Lehigh/Northampton County 
Event:  Aid and Attendance for VA pensions 
Description: Lehigh County Veterans Affairs will provide information on Aid and Attendance for 
VA pensions. 
Location:  Fowler Family Southside Center, 511 E. Third Street, Room 605 in Bethlehem 
Date:  May 13, 2015 
Time:  10:00 a.m. 
Contact:  Email – kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org 
Phone – 610-782-3096 
Registration Deadline: May 12, 2015 
 
Lehigh/Northampton County 
Event:  Intimacy and Aging 
Description:  Terri Clark, MPH, CHES will educate participants about the difference between 
sex and sexuality, demystify common myths and misinformation about sexuality and aging, and 
increase comfort when discussing aging and sexuality.  
Location:  Fowler Family Southside Center, 511 E. Third Street, Room 605 in Bethlehem 
Date:  May 15, 2015 
Time:  Registration at 8:30 a.m. Workshop from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Contact:  Email – jasonadams@lehighcounty.org   
Phone – 610-782-3034 
Registration Deadline:  Friday, May 8, 2015 
 
Lehigh/Northampton County 
Event:  Dual Diagnosis: Working with Individuals with Challenging Behaviors 
Description: LINK and the Lehigh & Northampton Aging/ID Team is partnering to provide a 
conference to educate professionals and caregivers about individuals who are aging and 
diagnosed with mental health issues and/or an intellectual disability. Registration fee is $40.00. 
Location:  Best Western Lehigh Valley Hotel & Conference Center, 300 Gateway Drive in 
Bethlehem 
Date:  June 5, 2015 
Time:  8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org  
Phone – 610-782-3096 
Registration Deadline:  Friday, May 22, 2015  
 
Lebanon County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: Mary Stoneroad, Operations Manager, Maximus - Pennsylvania 
Independent Enrollment Broker: an overview of the wavier programs and how Maximus 
provides quality enrollment services for the people with whom you work. The meeting will be 
held at The Clubhouse at Juniper Village at Lebanon, 1125 Birch Road, Lebanon, PA 17042. 
Date: May 8, 2015 
Time: 8:30 am to 9:45 am 
Contact: blllink@mail.com  
Phone or Text: 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: May 6  
 
Berks County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  

mailto:kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org
mailto:jasonadams@lehighcounty.org
mailto:kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/lebanon-county/cross-training-meetings/2015-meetings/
mailto:blllink@mail.com
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Description: Amy Mayer-Ames is the Area Manager for AHEDD, a specialized human resource 
organization serving the community as a catalyst in the employment and development of people 
with disabilities. Amy’s cross-training presentation will include an overview of AHEDD; an 
outcome-focused agency which has pioneered performance based contracting in the provision 
of employment services to increase industry-wide accountability. The meeting will be held at 
Country Meadows at Wyomissing, 1800 Tulpehocken Road, Wyomissing, PA 19610. 
Date: May 19, 2015 
Time: 9:00 am to 10:15 am 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  
Phone / text – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: May 15 
 
Chester County 
Event: Centenarian Birthday Party 
Description: The Link will sponsor the Chester County Department of Aging’s 3rd Annual 
Centenarian Birthday Party and will educate attendees on the Link and the Link’s project, 
“Hospital to Home.”  
Location: The Downingtown Country Club, 93 Country Club Rd, Downingtown, PA 19335 
Date: June 24th  
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Contact: E-mail - buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com  
               Phone – 484-364-6981 
 
Jefferson County  
Event: “Trauma: Facilitating Positive Outcomes for Older Adults” 
Description: A free education session to help those who work with older adults, including 
family members and caregivers, better understand trauma and its impact on older adults. 
Location: Penn Highlands Brookville Education Conference Center 
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015                
Time: 12:15pm – 4:00pm             
Contact: Nancy Florio – (814) 849-1850 or NLFlorio@phhealthcare.org 
Registration Deadline: May 6th – limited to 35 attendees 
 
Cumberland County 
Event:  Improving Aging Services for LGBT Older Adults 
Description:  This workshop will include information on the culture, needs and concerns of 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) older adults, information on why LGBT older 
adults are less likely to access health and social services and information on best practices, 
policy and practice areas for increasing inclusiveness and safety for LGBT older adults. 
Location:  Giant Food Store Community Room, 3301 Trindle Road, Camp Hill, PA 
Date:  Thursday, May 28, 2015 
Time:  10:00 AM to 2:30 PM (lunch included) 
Contact: E-mail – thelink@ccpa.net 
     Phone – 717-240-7887 
Register: Click Here   
 
Lebanon County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: Mary Stoneroad, Operations Manager, Maximus - Pennsylvania 
Independent Enrollment Broker: an overview of the wavier programs and how Maximus 
provides quality enrollment services for the people with whom you work. The meeting will be 

mailto:buckschestermontgomerylink@aim.com
https://aarp.cvent.com/AARPPALGBTAgingServices052815
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/lebanon-county/cross-training-meetings/2015-meetings/
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held at The Clubhouse at Juniper Village at Lebanon, 1125 Birch Road, Lebanon, PA 17042. 
Date: May 8, 2015 
Time: 8:30 am to 9:45 am 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  
Phone / text – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: May 6 - Event is FREE to everyone; email, call or text if you require 
accommodations. 
 
Berks County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: Amy Mayer-Ames is the Area Manager for AHEDD, a specialized human 
resource organization serving the community as a catalyst in the employment and development 
of people with disabilities. Amy’s cross-training presentation will include an overview of AHEDD; 
an outcome-focused agency which has pioneered performance based contracting in the 
provision of employment services to increase industry-wide accountability. This meeting will be 
held at the Berks County Community Foundation (Community rooms A & B), 237 Court Street, 
Reading PA 19601. 
Date: May 19, 2015 
Time: 9:00 am to 10:15 am 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  
Phone / text – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: May 15 - Event is FREE to everyone; email, call or text if you require 
accommodations. 
 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: During this double-feature “cross-training program, Natalie Zimmerman, Haven 
Behavioral Hospital of Eastern PA will identify its services for adults suffering from bipolar 
disorder, depression and other psychiatric disorders. Also, Dana Robertson, Manager of the 
Community Homeless Assessment and Referral Team (CHART) in Lancaster, PA. CHART’s 
mission is to provide coordinated assessment and referral services to all households 
experiencing homelessness in Lancaster County, PA. Matt Blank, MBC Building and 
Remodeling will also present a “pecha kucha.” The meeting will be held at Juniper Village at 
Mount Joy, 607 Hearthstone Lane, Mount Joy, PA 17552. 
Date: May 21, 2015 
Time: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  
Phone / text – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: May 15 - Event is FREE to everyone; email, call or text if you require 
accommodations. 
 
Bureau of Aging Services 
 
Care Transitions Summit  
About the Summit: The Pennsylvania Department of Aging, through the Long Term Living 
Training Institute, is pleased to invite AAA representatives to a summit to discuss the 
development and implementation of community based care transitions projects across 
Pennsylvania. The day-long agenda includes both general and breakout sessions.  Registrants 
may attend any of the listed sessions; breakout sessions have been divided into three tracks 
which are specifically geared to meet the needs of AAAs in different stages of Care Transitions. 
Pre-registration is required, but you do not have to pre-pay in order to attend. Your agency can 
be billed after the training. 

mailto:blllink@mail.com
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/berks-county/cross-training-meetings/2015-meetings/
mailto:blllink@mail.com
http://berkslancasterlebanonlink.org/18-2/cross-training-meetings/2015-meetings/
mailto:blllink@mail.com
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Tuesday, May 12, 2015 
Penn Stater Conference Center, State College, PA 

 Track 1 - AAAs not currently involved or in the early stages of Care Transitions 

 Track 2 - AAAs who are working towards the development or implementation of a 
program 

 Track 3 - AAAs with an established Care Transitions program, or past provider 
experience 
 

Cost: $65.00 per person registration fee (includes materials, continental breakfast, lunch, and 
breaks).  Registration Form   Complete form and fax to (717) 541-4217, or email scanned 
registration form to Margot@ltltrainingpa.org or Bonnie@ltltrainingpa.org, or mail to: 
P4A, 525 S. 29th St., Harrisburg, PA  17104 
 
Announcements 
 
Older Americans Month 
Department of Aging Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Older Americans Act 
 
 Event  
 Capitol Complex: East Wing Rotunda 
 Monday, May 4, 2015 
 Noon 
 
Legislators and older adults from Central Pennsylvania will join Acting Secretary of Aging 
Teresa Osborne to celebrate Older Americans Month and 50 years since the enactment of the 
Older Americans Act. We invite you all to attend. 
 
Volunteer Opportunity 
MOM-n-PA, a team of dedicated dental professionals committed to providing free dental care 
services to those in need, will hold their annual two-day free dental care clinic in Harrisburg, PA 
on May 29-30, 2015. 
The MOM-n-PA mission provides treatment to individuals and families who cannot afford dental 
care on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
For more information, click here. 
 
MOM-n-PA expects several hundred individuals to attend this year’s event so having enough 
volunteers on hand to help is critical. In fact, lay/community volunteers (not dental/medical 
professionals) are MOM-n-PA’s greatest need!   
 
If you would like to volunteer in this very worthwhile event, please be sure to register as soon as 
possible. Please share this information with your family, friends and neighbors!     
 
 
Innovation in Caregiving Award 
The Innovation in Caregiving Award recognizes individuals who, in the course of caring for an 
older adult in a private home or a residential setting invented a device or technique that solves a 
caregiving challenge, or found a new application for an existing device or technique that 
supports caregiving of older adults and eases the burden on caregivers. Those assisting 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1494126/care_transitions_summit_reg_form_3-30-15_pdf
mailto:Margot@ltltrainingpa.org
mailto:Bonnie@ltltrainingpa.org
http://www.mom-n-pa.com/
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younger individuals with disabilities may apply for the award if their device or technique is 
helpful to the care of adults aged 60 and older. The application deadline is June 30, 2015. 
Apply for the 2015 Award 
 
Messiah Lifeways and Harrisburg Magazine SAGE Awards  
Awards to honor savvy, active, growing, and enlightened older adults, age 55 and better, who 
have made important contributions to the economic, cultural, spiritual, and social progress of the 
Greater Capital Region. We are currently seeking outstanding nominees who are transforming 
the lives of others, who are improving the quality of life for all persons in our region, or who are 
creating a new sense of purpose in the third age of their life. Past winners have included a 
National Geographic instructor, several Peace Corps volunteers, a food pantry founder, a state 
Senator, renowned philanthropists, and "a re-wired" executive. The key to the SAGE Awards is 
that it highlights persons who are changing the conversation about aging and inspiring people to 
think about retirement as a time of purpose and zest! We are especially eager to meet people 
who have done interesting things in recent years - at age 55 or better 
  
Completed applications may be emailed to kbisbee@messiahlifeways.org  or faxed to 717-796-
8155. The deadline for this year’s entries is June 22. After a panel of judges reviews all of 
this year’s nominees, as many as six recipients may be honored at an awards celebration 
dinner scheduled for on Thursday, November 12, 2015 at Messiah Lifeways at Messiah 
Village.  Nomination form, click here. 
 
2015 Pennsylvania Homecare Association Annual Conference 
The future of homecare is now! With new and innovative demonstrations, cutting-edge 
technology and an unprecedented focus on home and community-based services as the cost-
effective and preferred care, homecare and hospice agencies are poised to become the solution 
to the ongoing question of how to keep people healthy and at home in the community and out of 
the hospital and other costly institutions.  
 
Registration is now open! Click here to download the full conference brochure. Click here to 
register online. 
 
PA Association of Senior Centers Northeast Region Annual Meeting 
The PA Assoc. of Senior Centers (PASC) Northeast Region is holding its annual meeting on 
Friday, June 5, at the West Side Active Adult Senior Center, 1004 Jackson Street, Scranton, 
from 10am - 4pm. The cost is $25.00 for PASC members and$30.00 non-members. 
 
This is a great opportunity to network with other senior center managers, experience stress 
relief, tour the center and check-out the renovations and have a great lunch. More information to 
come... 
 
The following counties comprise the Northeast Region:  Bradford, Carbon, Clinton, Columbia, 
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Montour, Pike, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Wayne, and 
Wyoming. 
For further information, contact Leslie Berger at 570.420.3745 OR 
lberger@monroecountypa.gov.  
 
National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 40th Annual Conference 
July 11-15, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA 
Please save the date; more information can be found by clicking here.  
 

http://www.benrose.org/award/2015-InnovationAward-Entry.cfm
mailto:kbisbee@messiahlifeways.org
https://www.messiahlifeways.org/images/uploads/documents/HBG_SAGEballot3_2015.pdf
http://www.pahomecare.org/_files/live/PAHomecare_2015Brochure_Web-Print_-_FINAL.pdf
http://www.memberspahomecare.org/scripts/4disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/2008.html?Action=Conference_Detail&ConfID_W=2008&
mailto:lberger@monroecountypa.gov
http://www.n4aconference.org/
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Benefit Outreach Specialists: BDT is looking to hire a Project Manager  
Position Summary:  
The Project Manager is responsible for overseeing the Project Coordinators and for the 
management of the various project phases, processes, communications, and evaluation. The 
Project Manager is accountable for the overall implementation of their projects, and primary 
management of external project partnerships. The Project Manager will oversee critical and 
high-profile programs, including the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Certified Application Counselor 
Program and BenePhilly; a joint citywide initiative between BDT and the Office of the Mayor.  
To apply: Please submit your resume, cover letter, and a writing sample to jmather@bdtrust.org  
 
Funding Opportunities 
 
John A. Hartford Foundation 
The Foundation has been a champion of research and education in geriatric medicine, nursing, 
and social work.  Under its new strategic plan, the Foundation focuses its grant making in the 
following five areas: 

 Interpersonal Leadership in Action:  empowering health care professionals, individually 
and collectively to use their geriatrics expertise and change how health care is delivered 
to our aging society 

 Linking Education and Practice:  training current practitioners in today's best care, 
building into education the skills needed for tomorrow's care 

 Developing and Disseminating Models of Care:  supporting evidence-based innovations 
to improve health outcomes for older adults while lowering costs 

 Tools and Measures for Quality Care: promoting measures, standards, and health 
information technology that support appropriate care for older adults, particularly those 
with multiple chronic conditions and complex medical and social needs 

 Public Policy & Communications:  advancing the Foundation's nonpartisan mission and 
the work of grantees through communications, advocacy, and research that inform the 
development of effective health and aging policies 
 

For a summary of recent grants, click here.  
 
For more information, click here.  
 
Connelly Foundation Grant 
The Connelly Foundation aims to both help the disadvantaged gain the capabilities for self-
reliance and to enrich the community life through cultural engagement and civic enterprise.  
 
Written proposals from nonprofit organizations are accepted and reviewed by Connelly 
Foundation throughout the year.  With the exception of Foundation Initiatives, there are no 
deadlines. The Connelly Foundation requires prospective grantees to use the Philanthropy 
Network Greater Philadelphia Common Grant Application Form and also the Common Report 
Form after the grant has ended.  To access these forms (along with two other specific 
application instructions) please go to the downloadable forms section of their website.   

For more information, click here.  

Home Instead Senior Care Foundation 
The mission of the Foundation is to enhance the lives of aging adults and those who care for 
them by offering community grants to not-for-profit organizations dedicated to serving seniors.  
A list of recent community grant awards is available for viewing.  Projects and programs must 

mailto:jmather@bdtrust.org
http://www.jhartfound.org/grants-strategy/strategic-plan/
http://www.jhartfound.org/grants-strategy/funding-guidelines/
http://www.connellyfdn.org/InitiativesOverview.aspx
http://www.connellyfdn.org/DownloadableForms.aspx
http://www.connellyfdn.org/Mission.aspx
https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/grant-awards/
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provide direct care, service, or treatment to seniors and the most preferred applications are 
those that meet critical or basic needs of older adults.  
 
Letters of Inquiry are accepted 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For consideration in the biannual 
granting process—Spring and Fall Grant Cycle—Letters of Inquiry for fall grants must be 
received by the Foundation no later than Midnight (CT) May 1, while those for spring grants 
must be received no later than Midnight (CT) November 1.  Grants are awarded in amounts 
ranging from $5,000 to $25,000. Grant requests of more than $25,000 will be considered 
only in special circumstances.  Please read the Letter of Inquiry Guidelines.   
 
For more information, click here. 
 
Funding Opportunity Announced for Navigators in Federally-Facilitated Marketplaces  
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has announced the availability of funding 
to support Navigators in Federally-facilitated Marketplaces (FFM), including State Partnership 
Marketplaces. Grantees will be selected for a three year project period, and a total of up to $67 
million is available for the first year of the award. The funding opportunity announcement is open 
to eligible individuals, as well as private and public entities, applying to serve as Navigators in 
states with a FFM. It is open to new and returning HHS Navigator grant applicants, and 
applications are due by June 15, 2015. 
 
The 2015 Funding Opportunity Announcement expands the project period from 12 months to 36 
months. The multi-year grant award will be funded in 12-month increments and continued 
funding will be contingent on the grantee continuing to meet all Navigator program requirements 
and on funding availability. This change is designed to provide greater consistency for Navigator 
grantee organizations and their staff from year to year, reducing yearly start up time and 
providing for a more efficient use of grant funds. Navigator grant applicants should describe how 
they intend to assist consumers who are uninsured or underinsured and consumers who are 
likely to be eligible for or enrolled in coverage through a Marketplace. Applicants should also 
describe how they plan to assist persons seeking to re-enroll in coverage through a Marketplace 
and provide post-enrollment assistance. 
 
Click here for more information. 
 
Webinar 
 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015; 2:30pm – 4:00pm Eastern Time 
A Cross-Systems Approach to Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Older Americans: 
Certified Older Adult Peer Specialists 
Presenters:  

 Dr. Cynthia Zubritsky, University of Pennsylvania 

 William Boyer, Pennsylvania Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

 Kevin Trenney, Peer Support & Advocacy Network 

 Markisha Rhodes, Threshold Rehabilitative Services  
 
Registration: To sign up for this webinar, click here. 
 
When you enter this page, please click on the highlighted word "Register" on the Event Status 
line. Enter your information on the registration form and then click the Submit box located at the 
bottom right corner. 

https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/how-to-apply/inquiry-guidelines/
https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/how-to-apply
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZGdl9XozHUVuiMq4ILFdCS-L-pH4QVzwN0Zq9En0uCoGt-IdSetdlXYuPe5TfBLC3JH0_f8jJzZev5tpjwhmNQI3oTzBJESUTINsg9gkdSaaS8kGHN1qz7ka6BCeBJPC6yMqifru9pYcNUvMXhfaHTzAvKwGY26O88YHPHnOp3IUEg7xEJ-zZhVH6Ira44XXMkeMtRnEAY28dAl5B_T875BeuxFrGOHJ2C32VVYR960=&c=_O-d1iPIn48Sqg4BfioLkkE8GmbUNQEqkQrdPTire_547vjYF8MjtQ==&ch=PCtPBiSozGt1EjnQq04eKwmJDCU2mV8ZsLIs0kB3PL_VE3OhnCFIQQ==
https://jbsinternational.webex.com/jbsinternational/onstage/g.php?MTID=eb269948211827398311c89ca469fee0e
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In the News 
 
Awards, honors for Lehigh Valley residents (Volunteer Spotlight Award) 
The Morning Call (Allentown) 
 
Meals on Wheels Celebrates its Superhero Volunteers… 
TheValleyLedger.com (Lehigh Valley) 
 
Wolf’s budget expands long-term care for Pennsylvania’s seniors: PennLive Letters 
The Patriot News 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Drew Wilburne in the Press Office drwilburne@pa.gov. 
 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-lehigh-valley-people-watch-0426-20150425-story.html
http://www.thevalleyledger.com/wordpress/?p=4767
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2015/05/wolfs_budget_expands_long-term_1.html#incart_river
mailto:drwilburne@pa.gov

