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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 
April 3, 2015 
 
Message from the Acting Secretary 
 
One of Governor Wolf’s top priorities as Governor is to protect our seniors, provide them with 
health choices and ensure they are able to remain in their homes and with their families as they 
age.  This Administration is dedicated to ensuring that our most vulnerable residents remain 
active and engaged, and most importantly protected from all forms of abuse and neglect.   
 
Since the passage of Act 70 in 2010 (The Adult Protective Services Act), the Department of 
Aging has been working closely with the Department of Human Services (formerly Public 
Welfare) to provide protective services to adults with disabilities between the ages of 18 and 59.   
For the past several years, Area Agencies on Aging have been lending their expertise and 
support to this important initiative.  Acting Secretary of Human Services, Ted Dallas, and I are 
grateful for and appreciative of the on-going efforts of the aging network to work with us and 
other engaged stakeholders as together we further develop and enhance our statewide adult 
protective services system.   
 
An important aspect of having a comprehensive and effective adult protective services program 
that is consistent and uniform is having a standard, statewide telephone number to call in order 
to report cases of abuse and neglect.  Our Protective Services Hotline (1-800-490-8505) will 
continue to be used for this purpose; and the initial Report of Need for Protective Services will 
continue to be completed by the local AAA. Aging Program Directive 15-24-01 outlines the 
specifics of this process. 
 
We are committed to assuring the public that referrals are received and investigations are 
initiated in a timely manner.  To this end, recently the Department of Human Services completed 
its procurement process for Liberty Healthcare Corporation to serve as the statewide entity 
responsible for investigating adult protective services cases and coordinating necessary 
supports.  As of Wednesday, April 1st, Liberty Healthcare Corporation staff is available 24/7 to 
accept referrals from the local AAAs and to ensure an investigation is launched.  This is critically 
important work and our capacity to build, strengthen and manage the growth of our 
Commonwealth’s adult protective services infrastructure is dependent upon our shared 
commitment to collaborate, communicate and advocate on behalf of those who cannot.    
 
Since day one serving in this capacity of Acting Secretary of Aging, I have been deeply 
impressed with the level of commitment and passion displayed by my colleagues.  I have had 
the pleasure of meeting with a variety of individuals and groups who share a common interest in 
and concern for older Pennsylvanians.  In addition, many former Secretaries of Aging have 
connected with me in order to offer support and share words of wisdom.  While their individual 
and collective kindnesses are deeply appreciated, the opportunity to spend some time with one 
particular former Secretary of Aging is worthy of special recognition.  Alma Jacobs served as the 
Secretary of Aging from 1985-1987.  During her tenure of service she took an active role in 

http://www.aging.pa.gov/publications/aging-program-directives/Pages/Protective-Services-Intake-and-Investigation.aspx
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educating others about the benefits and rights available to them, with a particular focus on then 
newly created PACE (Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract for the Elderly) Program.  Former 
Secretary Jacobs visited every county in the state, hearing the concerns of the elderly, offering 
assistance and connecting them to services and programs.  She traveled throughout the state 
on the PACE Bus, which made stops at senior high-rises, senior centers, local pharmacies and 
any and every location where seniors congregated.  Each venue afforded her the opportunity to 
uphold the motto of her former department: “We care. We communicate. We advocate.  We 
respond to the needs of the elderly.”    
 
This past Monday, I was honored to gather at the PACE facility in Harrisburg with former 
Secretary of Aging, Brian Duke, Tom Snedden (PACE Director), Im Ja Choi (Executive Director 
and Founder of Penn Asian Senior Services), along with several staff from the Department and 
staff from Magellan to recognize former Secretary Jacobs for her endless work in advocating on 
behalf of senior citizens.  For over thirty years, because of the firm foundation she helped to lay, 
the PACE program continues to provide much needed prescription drug coverage to hundreds 
of thousands of individuals age 65 and older who meet the program’s income requirements.  As 
former Secretary Jacobs pointed out to those who gathered that “90 is the new 70”, I marveled 
at her palpable passion and captured her kind words of wisdom: “Throughout my life, I have 
seen the need for communicating, and that is my way,” she said.  “You need to be a people 
person to listen and learn what the problems are in the community and do something about it.  
This has been my goal: to help wherever I can help.”    Powerful words spoken by a genuinely 
incredible woman …. may her tireless, self-less efforts to help seniors, women and anyone else 
in need continue to motivate and inspire us and serve as an example for the next generation of 
leaders in the field of aging to emulate.   
 
Teresa Osborne 
Acting Secretary 
 
LIHEAP Application Deadline Extended 
Governor Tom Wolf announced that Pennsylvanians struggling to pay home heating bills will 
now have until May 1 to apply for financial help through the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  
 
The federally-funded program was slated to end today, April 3, but the Wolf Administration 
decided that given the severity and duration of this winter, Pennsylvania would extend the 
program, giving people extra time to apply for funding. 
 
Individuals can apply for a LIHEAP grant online at www.compass.state.pa.us or in person at 
their local county assistance office. They may also call the statewide toll-free hotline at 1-866-
857-7095 with questions about the program. 
 
The official press release can be found at the Pennsylvania Pressroom. 
 
Legislative Update 
 
House & Senate Action 
The House returned to session this week at which time they passed by a vote of 198-3, HB 264, 
(Rep. Mustio), the Care Facility Carbon Monoxide Alarms Standards Act.  
 
To view HB 264, click here. 
  

http://www.compass.state.pa.us/
http://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DPW_details.aspx?newsid=143
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0264&pn=0695
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The Senate will return on April 13th at which time they are expected to consider SB 514 (Sen. 
Vance). This bill amends the Generic Equivalent Drug Law to provide for the substitution of an 
interchangeable biological product for a brand name biologic product.  
 
To view SB 514, click here. 
 
New & Pending Legislation 
The following bills have recently been introduced:  
 
HR 185 by Rep. Hennessey – A Resolution recognizing the month of May 2015 as "Older 
Pennsylvanians Month" in Pennsylvania. 
 
To review this resolution, click here.  
 
Committee Meetings Held: 
House Aging and Older Adult Services – April 1, 2015.  The committee unanimously passed HB 
753, (Rep. Culver), a bill that would establish a Long Term Care Council under the Department 
of Aging.  The bill now goes before the full House for consideration. 
 
To view HB 753, click here. 
 
Upcoming Committee Hearings 
No aging committee meetings are currently on the schedule.    
 
Personnel Update 
 
Colin Holmes is retiring on 4/7/15 as the Administrator for the Lackawanna County Area 
Agency on Aging.  Colin has been the Administrator since 2012 and his service in various 
capacities to the County totals over 21 years.  We thank Colin for his commitment to 
Lackawanna County’s older adults and wish him well in retirement.  William Browning is Acting 
Administrator until the position is filled.  Mr. Browning is Lackawanna County’s Director of 
Human Services and can be contacted at 570-963-6740, browningw@lackawannacounty.org.  
 
Beverly Sullivan is retiring on 4/10/15 as the Administrator for the Beaver County Area Agency 
on Aging, where she has served as Administrator since 2005.  We wish Bev a wonderful 
retirement and thank her for her contributions to the aging network and citizens of Beaver 
County. 
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitoring 
behavioral health, and managing medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your 
local Area Agency on Aging, click here.  
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Lancaster, Lebanon and Berks County 
Special Project Workshops – Event Flyer 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0514&pn=0509
http://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/15R/PDF/PA15RHR00185FIL.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0753&pn=1052
mailto:browningw@lackawannacounty.org
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1489090/apr_3%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1480255/special_projects_workshops_pdf
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Columbia-Montour County 
Event: Aging/ID Conference  
Description: Area Agency on Aging, PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources and the CMSU 
Behavioral Health Developmental Services are working together to provide a conference.   
Location: Country Cupboard Lewisburg        
Date: Monday June 8, 2015 
Time: 7:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Contact:  E-mail – lrosbach@CMAAA15.org 
                 Phone – 570-784-9272 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Delaware County 
Event:  2015 Caregiver Series “Creative Tools for Caregiving” 
Description:  Six session program for caregivers to bring their loved ones with them so they 
can participate in meaningful activities that can be taken home such as mosaics, fitness and the 
art of storytelling. 
Location:  Friendship Circle Senior Center 
Dates:  
 April 08: Communication Strategies for Managing Difficult Behaviors.  Your loved one 
 will participate in a Creative Arts Project - Mosaics!  
 April 22: I Never Saw This Coming – Grief and Loss in My Life as a Caregiver. Your 
 loved one will explore “Out West” while participating in a Cognitive Stimulation Activity  
 May 06: Hoarding and Helping Older Adults Reduce Clutter.  Your loved one will 
 participate in a Creative Arts Project - Watercolor Painting  
 May 20: Non-Traditional Caregivers: You can do it!  Your loved one will participate in the 
 Art of Storytelling  
 June 03: What Does Good Nutrition Look Like? Feeding yourself and your loved one.  
 Your loved one will learn about “Home Remedies” while  participating in a Cognitive 
 Stimulation Activity. 
 June 17: Relaxation Techniques: The Keys to Stress Free Living.  Your loved one will 
 participate in a Fitness Activity. 
Time:  4:15 pm to 5:45 pm 
Contact: Email -- dschumacher@scs-delco.org or  

    Phone -- 610-237-6222 ext. 57 
                         
Clearfield County 
Event:  Senior Active Living Expo 
Description:  This free expo will provide area residents with information on the numerous and 
varied programs and services available from local, state, and federal government agencies, as 
well as area businesses, clubs and other active lifestyle organizations. Lunch is provided. 
Location:  Treasure Lake Church in DuBois, PA 
Date:  Wednesday, April 8 
Time:  10:00am to 1:00pm 
Contact:  Phone – 814-375-4688 
Registration Deadline:  N/A 
 
Clearfield County 
Event:  Veterans Health Summit 
Description:  This free event is designed for veterans and their families and caregivers; 
however healthcare providers are also welcome to attend. 

mailto:lrosbach@CMAAA15.org
mailto:dschumacher@scs-delco.org
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Location:  Central Resource Center – Assembly Room at Penn Highlands DuBois, 204 
Hospital Avenue, DuBois, PA 
Date:  Wednesday, April 8 
Time:  5:30 pm 
Contact:  Email – cjcarnahan@phhealthcare.org 
                Phone – 814-375-3428 
Registration Deadline:  Friday, March 27 
 
Butler County 
Event:  “Advanced Directives, Living Wills & Power of Attorney”  
Description:  For seniors and caregivers, this free program is part of the Educational Dinner 
Series and features Laurel Hartshorn, Elder Law Attorney. 
Location:  Tanglewood Center (Coleman Hall), 10 Austin Avenue, Lyndora 
Date:  Thursday, April 9 
Time:  5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Contact:  Email – register@anrinfo.org 
                Phone -- 724-431-3619 
Registration Deadline:  March 27 
 
Pike County 
Event:  “Were you prepared for this winter?”  
Description:  A program to help you prepare for potential weather related emergencies and 
creating a backup plan will be offered.  Presenters are members of Pike County Emergency 
Management Team. 
Location:  Pike County Training Center 
Date:  April 14 
Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Contact:  Email -- bleary@pikepa.org 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Lancaster County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting 
Description: A 4-part series on balance and fall prevention; the first session is entitled “Pieces 
of the Balance Puzzle.”  
Location: The Long Community at Highland, 600 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 17601, 
Brightwood Dining Room. 
Date: April 15, 2015 
Time: 10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com 
                Phone – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: N/A  
 
Lancaster County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: The presenter will identify the symptoms, treatments and how is MS diagnosed, 
and will also share information about the programs and services of the PA Keystone Chapter of 
the National MS Society.  
Location: Mt. Hope Nazarene Retirement Community, 3026 Mount Hope Home Road, 
Manheim, PA 17545. 
Date: April 16, 2015 
Time: 1:00 pm to 2:15 pm 

mailto:cjcarnahan@phhealthcare.org
mailto:register@anrinfo.org
mailto:bleary@pikepa.org
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Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com 
                Phone – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: April 14   
 
Berks County 
Event: Partners’ Network cross-training meeting  
Description: The presenter will share information about the programs and services of the 
agency.  
Location: Berks County Home, 1011 Berks Road, Leesport, PA 19533 
Date: April 21, 2015 
Time: 9:00 am to 10:15 am 
Contact: E-mail – blllink@mail.com  
                Phone – 717.380.9714 
Registration Deadline: April 17  
 
Berks, Lancaster and Lebanon County 
Event: Series on balance and fall prevention 
Description:  A four-part series on balance and fall prevention, this program consists of 
identifying what makes up good or poor balance, addressing the fear of falling, why balance 
testing is valuable and exercises for better balance.  The series dates and topics include: 
 April 15th  – Pieces of the Balance Puzzle 
 May 20th – Addressing the Fear of Falling 
 June 17th – Understanding the Benefits of Balance Testing 
 July 15th – Exercises for Better Balance 
 
Location:  The Long Community at Highland, 600 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 in 
the Brightwood Dining Room 
Time:  10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Contact:  Email – blllink@mail.com 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Lebanon County 
Event:  Cross-training 
Description:  The presenter will define the “Telecommunications Device Distribution Program” 
which provides phones for people who are blind, deaf, have low vision or hearing loss and there 
will be a “pecha kuccha” presentation. 
Location:  Linden Village, 100 Tuck Court, Lebanon, PA 
Date:  Friday, April 10 
Time:  8:30 am 
Contact:  Email – blllink@mail.com 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Indiana County 
Event:  “Cents and Sensibility” Train the Trainer program 
Description:  A guide to money management program developed by the Pennsylvania 
Assistive Technology Foundation in conjunction with Widener University primarily for people 
with disabilities, this training is designed to help people live independently.   Agencies or 
organizations in Armstrong, Indiana and Westmoreland Counties interested in making the 
course available to seniors, caregivers and people with disabilities are encouraged to register 
staff or volunteers.  Materials and training are free.  
Location:  The Chestnut Ridge Resort, 3528 Fairway Court, Blairsville, PA 

mailto:blllink@mail.com
mailto:blllink@mail.com
mailto:blllink@mail.com
mailto:blllink@mail.com
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Date:  Thursday, April 23 
Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Contact:  Email – palinkcoordinator5@gmail.com 
                Phone -- 724-237-1242 
Registration Deadline:  April 10 
 
Lehigh and Northampton County 
Event:  Emergency Preparedness Workshop 
Description:  This is a workshop follow up to view firsthand how a plan works, feel the emotion 
of implementing a plan, and challenge the methodology to see if you are comfortable and on 
track with your own emergency plan 
Location:  Fowler Family Southside Center Room 605, 511 East Third Street, Bethlehem 
Date:  Thursday, April 30 
Time:  8:30 am to 11:30 am 
Contact:  Email – kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org 
Registration Deadline: 
 
Lehigh County 
Event:  Intimacy and Aging Program 
Description:  This free program (registration required) will educate participants about the 
difference between sex and sexuality, demystify common myths and misinformation about 
sexuality and aging, and increase comfort when discussing aging and sexuality.   
Location:  Fowler Family Southside Center, 511 East Third Street Bethlehem 
Date:  Friday, May 15 
Time:  9:00am to 11:00am 
Contact:  Email – jasonadams@lehighcounty.org 
                 Phone -- 610.782.3034 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
Lycoming & Clinton County 
Event: Focused on hoarding 
Description:  This training features expert Cory Chalmers on A&E's "Hoarders", Hoarding & 
Biohazard Expert, Trainer, and Public Speaker, President/CEO Steri-Clean, Inc. & Crime Scene 
Steri-Clean, LLC.  
Location:  Country Cupboard, Lewisburg 
Date:  Friday, May 22 
Time:  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Contact:  Email -- schurch@usaaa17.org 
Registration Deadline: N/A 
 
The PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources, in partnership with agencies that support 
individuals with intellectual disabilities, is hosting conferences throughout the state.  
 

 Lehigh and Northampton County 
June 5, 8:30 to 4:30, at the Best Western in Bethlehem.  
Contact Kimberly Melusky, at KimberlyMelusky@lehighcounty.org  
There will be a $40 registration fee for this conference 

 Wayne County  
April 22 at the Ladore Salvation Army Camp  
Contact Juliann Doyle at JDoyle@waynecountypa.gov  

 Luzerne, Wyoming and Carbon County 

mailto:palinkcoordinator5@gmail.com
mailto:kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org
mailto:jasonadams@lehighcounty.org
mailto:schurch@usaaa17.org
mailto:KimberlyMelusky@lehighcounty.org
mailto:JDoyle@waynecountypa.gov
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April 30 at Genetti’s in Wilkes-Barre 
Contact Dawn Edwards at adrc@aginglw.org 

 
McKean County 
Event: Training on Treatment of Veterans with PTSD, Secondary Stress and Addiction Issues 
Description: A presentation on PTSD and other issues affecting veterans, this training is 
intended for providers and offers 6 CAC/CPS credit hours (approved by PCB). 
Location: First Presbyterian Church, 12 Church St., Port Allegany, PA 
Date: Friday, April 17, 2015 
Time: 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Contact: Cassandra Ryder, phone: 814-642-2910 
Registration Deadline: April 10, 2015, registration required (limited to 35 participants) 
Cost: $30 (includes refreshments, lunch and training materials) 
 
Columbia-Montour County 
Event: Aging/ID Conference  
Description: Area Agency on Aging, PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources and the CMSU 
Behavioral Health Developmental Services are working together to provide a 
conference.  Details on topics pending.   
Location: Country Cupboard Lewisburg        
Date: Monday June 8, 2015 
Time: 7:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Contact: E-mail – lrosbach@CMAAA15.org 
                Phone - 570-784-9272 
 
Blair County 
Event:   Emergency Preparedness for People with Disabilities Symposium 
Description:  Designed for agencies who work with people with disabilities, this free program 
includes: Insights from Garrett Barbosa, retired FDNY 911 Ground Zero First Responder, Kathie 
Snow “People First Language”, “Hazard Mitigation Planning” and “Blair County’s Emergency 
Enrollment Program for People with Disabilities”.      
Location:  Blair County Convention Center, 1 Convention Center Drive, Altoona, PA 
Date:  April 8, 2015 
Time:  8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Contact:  Email - mgillin@blairco.org 
                 Phone – 814-693-3023 
Registration Deadline:  April 1, 2015 
 
Butler County 
Event:  Advanced Directives, Living Wills & Power of Attorney Seminar 
Description:  Free program for seniors and caregivers featuring Laurel Hartshorn, Elder Law 
Attorney. 
Location:  Tanglewood Center (Coleman Hall), 10 Austin Avenue, Lyndora, PA 
Date:  April 9, 2015 
Time:  5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – register@anrinfo.org 
                 Phone – 724-431-3619 
Registration Deadline:  March 27 
 
 
 

mailto:adrc@aginglw.org
mailto:lrosbach@CMAAA15.org
mailto:mgillin@blairco.org
mailto:register@anrinfo.org
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Westmoreland County 
Event:  Free Cross Systems Training for Aging Systems, IDD, Behavioral Health and 
Substance Abuse Providers 
Description:  All-day program designed to empower service providers with practical skills and 
knowledge regarding: Trauma Symptoms and Behavioral Manifestations, Suicide Prevention, 
Legal Issues and Pet Therapy. 
Location:  Westmoreland Manor, 2480 South Grande Blvd., Greensburg, PA 
Date:  April 15, 2015 
Time:  8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Email – scasario@co.westmoreland.pa.us 
                  Phone – 724-830-4477 
Registration Deadline:  April 3 
 
Mercer County 
Event:  Social Security Disability Seminar 
Description:  Free program featuring Attorney Dennis Liotta, Partner at Edgar Snyder & 
Associates - over 20 years of experience helping injured workers and people with physical and 
mental disabilities in Pennsylvania. 
Location:  Legacy Banquet Center, 1946 Mercer Grove City Road, Mercer, PA 
Date:  April 22, 2015 
Time:  9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Contact:  Email – efriedman@ccrinfo.org 
                  Phone – 724-431-3639 
Registration Deadline:  April 13 
 
Indiana County 
Event:  “Cents and Sensibility” Train the Trainer Program 
Description:  Money Management program developed by Pennsylvania Assistive Technology 
Foundation with Widener University for agencies and organizations in Armstrong, Indiana and 
Westmoreland counties interested in making course available to seniors, caregivers and people 
with disabilities.  Materials and training are free. 
Location:  The Chestnut Ridge Resort, 3528 Fairway Court, Blairsville, PA 
Date:  April 23, 2015 
Time:  9:00 a.m. to Noon 
Contact:  Email – palinkcoordinator5@gmail.com 
                 Phone – 724-237-1242 
Registration Deadline:  April 10 
 
Bureau of Advocacy  
 
Pennsylvania Empowered Expert Residents Graduations 
 
The Office of Human Services, Inc. serving Cameron, Elk and McKean Counties:  
A PEER graduation was held at the Pinecrest Manor Nursing Home in St Mary’s, PA, on March 
23.   This is the second PEER graduation for Pinecrest Manor.  Jan Brown, regional 
ombudsman, and 23 residents, family members and facility staff were in attendance. A brief 
explanation of the Ombudsman and PEER programs was given by Jill Jovenitti and Angie 
Switzer, local ombudsmen.  PEERs were presented with a certificate of completion, a PEER 
badge, a door sign, and a gift bag. Refreshments from a local bakery were provided following 
the graduation ceremony.  Elk County currently has one volunteer and now has 10 PEERs at 
Pinecrest Manor.  

mailto:scasario@co.westmoreland.pa.us
mailto:efriedman@ccrinfo.org
mailto:palinkcoordinator5@gmail.com


10 
 

 
Lackawanna County 
CORRECTION:  The following article is being re-printed from last week’s Friday Wrap-up dated 
March 27, 2015.  We regret that inaccurate information regarding the number of volunteers was 
provided.  Corrected information is listed below.  
 
Seven PEERs graduated on March 18 at the Scranton Health Care Center. PEERs were 
presented with certificates of recognition from PA Senator John Blake and PA State House 
Representative Sid Michaels Kavulich. William Courtright, the Mayor of Scranton, presented 
each PEER with a Proclamation and a Certificate from Lackawanna County Commissioners Jim 
Wansacz, Patrick O'Malley, and Edward Staback, was presented by Commissioner Patrick 
O'Malley. PEERs were also presented with certificates of completion for training sessions, a 
purple badge, a Star Fish Pin, and a PEER door sign. The program concluded with the PEER 
Prayer. Residents, family members, and facility staff were also in attendance. Guests were 
invited to a social following the ceremony. The Lackawanna County long-term care ombudsman 
program has 17 volunteers and has trained 273 PEERs since 2002 in 20 facilities.  
 
The State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Office congratulates and welcomes all of the PEERs! 
 
Announcements 
 
Innovation in Caregiving Award 
The Innovation in Caregiving Award is made possible through a gift to the Benjamin Rose 
Institute on Aging by an Emerita Board Member. Up to three award winners will receive a 
commemorative plaque and a check for $1,000. 

The Innovation in Caregiving Award recognizes individuals who, in the course of caring for an 
older adult in a private home or a residential setting invented a device or technique that solves a 
caregiving challenge, or found a new application for an existing device or technique that 
supports caregiving of older adults and eases the burden on caregivers. Those assisting 
younger individuals with disabilities may apply for the award if their device or technique is 
helpful to the care of adults aged 60 and older. 

Elizabeth H. (Betty) Rose created several devices that made it easier for caregivers to assist 
older adults. Her efforts resulted in improvements in care and increased comfort for those 
receiving care. 

Betty realized that caregivers are often creative problem solvers as well. She intended this 
award to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of these individuals who serve on the 
frontlines of caregiving. The application deadline is June 30, 2015. 

Apply for the 2015 Award 

Perspectives on Aging and the Brain Conference 
April 9, 2015 at the University of Scranton, Scranton, PA 
 
This course is designed for the healthcare team, especially, physicians, orthopaedic surgeons, 
gerontologists, advanced practitioners, nurses, occupational therapists, physical therapists, 
neurosurgeons, neurologists and those that work in the social aspects of healthcare.  
Register Today! 

http://www.benrose.org/award/2015-InnovationAward-Entry.cfm
https://cmetracker.net/GEISINGERCME/Catalog?EventID=118012
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2015 Pennsylvania Homecare Association Annual Conference 
The future of homecare is now! With new and innovative demonstrations, cutting-edge 
technology and an unprecedented focus on home and community-based services as the cost-
effective and preferred care, homecare and hospice agencies are poised to become the solution 
to the ongoing question of how to keep people healthy and at home in the community and out of 
the hospital and other costly institutions.  
 
Registration is now open! Click here to download the full conference brochure. Click here to 
register online. 
 
PA Adult Day Service Association Annual Conference  
Visit their newly updated website, www.padsa.org, and register now for the conference held at 
Seven Springs Mountain Resort in Seven Springs, PA on Thursday, April 30 to Friday, May 1.  
 
Hotel reservations are being offered at a discounted rate of $134 per night (plus tax). Identify 
yourself as a member of PADSA and do so before April 1. Call 1-800-452-2223 or fax at 814-
352-2010. For anyone interested in extending their stay through the weekend, the hotel will 
honor the same rates so that you can enjoy all the fun that is offered at the resort. Visit their 
website at www.7springs.com. The conference, entitled, "The Shape of Things to Come: ADS in 
PA" is bound to once again bring you informative sessions.  
 
Full conference is $150.00 for members of PADSA but single day and non-member rates are 
available. For more information, sponsorship or advertising opportunities please contact the 
conference coordinator, Tina Hess at thess@goodnewsconsulting.com or 717-843-1504. 
 
National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 40th Annual Conference 
July 11-15, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA 
Please save the date; more information can be found by clicking here.  
 
Community Events in McKeesport, PA 
The Aging Institute at UPMC McKeesport Resource Center is hosting a number of community 
events on a wide array of aging topics; i.e. Advance Care Planning, Powerful Tools for 
Caregivers, etc… For more information, click here. 
 
Fundamentals of Gerontology: What Every ASA Member Should Know 
The American Society on Aging announces their online certificate program, Fundamentals of 
Gerontology: What Every ASA Member Should Know. This course, created in collaboration with 
the USC Leonard Davis School of Gerontology, is offered exclusively to ASA members. 

Bob Stein, President & CEO, American Society on Aging invites all other board members to 
identify a minimum of one professional from their organizations, or communities of practice, who 
would benefit from learning the fundamental concepts of gerontology by participation in this 
program.  Please also pass this information along to any of your colleagues who would enhance 
their practices with this intensive program. 
 
The cost to ASA members is $500 for the online course and certificate of completion.  
 
For program details, full descriptions of the modules or to register visit www.asaging.org/USC-
gero.  
 
 

http://www.pahomecare.org/_files/live/PAHomecare_2015Brochure_Web-Print_-_FINAL.pdf
http://www.memberspahomecare.org/scripts/4disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/2008.html?Action=Conference_Detail&ConfID_W=2008&
http://www.padsa.org/
http://www.7springs.com/
mailto:thess@goodnewsconsulting.com
http://www.n4aconference.org/
http://www.upmc.com/Services/AgingInstitute/news-and-events/pages/community.aspx
http://www.asaging.org/USC-gero
http://www.asaging.org/USC-gero
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Funding Opportunities 
 
Connelly Foundation Grant 
The Connelly Foundation aims to both help the disadvantaged gain the capabilities for self-
reliance and to enrich the community life through cultural engagement and civic enterprise. The 
Foundation provides grants to nonprofit organizations and institutions based in and serving 
Philadelphia and the counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and Montgomery. The Foundation 
welcomes the opportunity to support the good civic works performed by non-profit and faith-
based organizations in the fields of Education, Health and Human Services, Arts and Culture 
and Civic Enterprise. Examples of good civic works include: 
 

 Compassionate services that provide for life essentials of food, shelter and clothing 

 Access to primary health care for the underinsured 

 Provisions to ensure safety and mobility for those who are physically disabled 

 Cultivating an appreciation of ethnic diversity, art and beauty 

 Encouraging civility and the belief in the dignity of each person 
 
Written proposals from nonprofit organizations are accepted and reviewed by Connelly 
Foundation throughout the year.  With the exception of Foundation Initiatives, there are no 
deadlines. The Connelly Foundation requires prospective grantees to use the Philanthropy 
Network Greater Philadelphia Common Grant Application Form and also the Common Report 
Form after the grant has ended.  To access these forms (along with two other specific 
application instructions) please go to the Downloadable Forms section of their website.   

For more information, please visit http://www.connellyfdn.org/Mission.aspx  

Walmart Foundation 
The Walmart Foundation meets the needs of the underserved by directing charitable giving 
toward nonprofit organizations through the following core areas of focus: Hunger Relief & 
Healthy Eating, Sustainability, Women's Economic Empowerment and Career Opportunity. 
 
The National Giving Program awards grants of $250,000 and above. Submit program ideas 
using the Letter of Inquiry (LOI) format only. Please read the National Giving Guidelines before 
beginning your application.   
 
The State Giving Program provides grants to 501(c)(3) organizations, ranging from $25,000 to 
$250,000.  Be sure to read the State Giving Guidelines and State Giving FAQs prior to applying.  
Applications are accepted during designated periods, or cycles, only. All states have two 
application cycles annually. Each state is assigned to either application cycles 1 and 3 or 
application cycles 2 and 4. Organizations may only apply for funding in the designated cycles 
assigned to their state (see application cycle timeline).  
 
The Community Grant Program supports the needs of communities by providing grants to local 
organizations. The 2015 grant cycle begins February 1, 2015 and the application deadline to 
apply is December 31, 2015.  Awarded grants range from $250 to $2,500.    Please read the 
Community Grant Guidelines before beginning your application.  
 
Home Instead Senior Care Foundation 
The mission of the Foundation is to enhance the lives of aging adults and those who care for 
them by offering community grants to not-for-profit organizations dedicated to serving seniors.  
A list of recent community grant awards is available for viewing.  Projects and programs must 

http://www.connellyfdn.org/InitiativesOverview.aspx
http://www.connellyfdn.org/DownloadableForms.aspx
http://www.connellyfdn.org/Mission.aspx
http://foundation.walmart.com/our-focus/hunger/
http://foundation.walmart.com/our-focus/hunger/
http://foundation.walmart.com/our-focus/sustainability/
http://foundation.walmart.com/our-focus/womens-empowerment/
http://foundation.walmart.com/our-focus/career-opportunity/
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/national-giving
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/national-giving-guidelines
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/state-giving
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/state-giving-guidelines
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/state-giving-faqs
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/state-giving
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/local-giving
http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/local-giving-guidelines
https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/grant-awards/
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provide direct care, service, or treatment to seniors and the most preferred applications are 
those that meet critical or basic needs of older adults.  
 
Letters of Inquiry are accepted 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For consideration in the biannual 
granting process—Spring and Fall Grant Cycle—Letters of Inquiry for fall grants must be 
received by the Foundation no later than Midnight (CT) May 1, while those for spring grants 
must be received no later than Midnight (CT) November 1.  Grants are awarded in amounts 
ranging from $5,000 to $25,000. Grant requests of more than $25,000 will be considered 
only in special circumstances.  Please read the Letter of Inquiry Guidelines.   
 
For more information, please visit https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/how-to-
apply  
 
Webinar 
 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day - Toward a Global Framework on its 10th Anniversary   
This 1-hour event will take place on Friday, May 22, 2015, at 10:00 AM (PT), 1:00 PM (ET). 
Registration will open April 15, 2015, and space will be limited. Stay tuned for more updates! 
 
**If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Christina Reese in the Press Office chreese@pa.gov. 
 
In the News 
 
The Delaware County Office of Services for the Aging offers volunteer programs for those 
looking to make a difference 
Daily Times 
 
** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Christina Reese in the Press Office chreese@pa.gov. 
 

https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/how-to-apply/inquiry-guidelines/
https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/how-to-apply
https://www.homeinsteadseniorcarefoundation.org/how-to-apply
mailto:chreese@pa.gov
http://www.delcotimes.com/lifestyle/20150329/the-delaware-county-office-of-services-for-the-aging-offers-volunteer-programs-for-those-looking-to-make-a-difference
http://www.delcotimes.com/lifestyle/20150329/the-delaware-county-office-of-services-for-the-aging-offers-volunteer-programs-for-those-looking-to-make-a-difference
mailto:chreese@pa.gov

