
1 
 

 
  
Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 
February 20, 2015 
 
Message from the Acting Secretary 
 
Governor Tom Wolf recently signed Executive Order 2015-04 establishing the Governor’s Office 
of Transformation, Innovation, Management and Efficiency (GO TIME), which will coordinate 
efforts driven by agency heads with input from state employees.   Governor Wolf’s executive 
order also directed state agencies to immediately generate $150 million in cost savings for the 
2015/16 fiscal year to help address Pennsylvania’s $2.3 billion deficit.    
 
When signing this Executive Order, Governor Wolf explained that “tackling (the deficit) starts 
with state government finding innovative ways to increase efficiencies and streamline 
management.”  GO TIME is intended to motivate interagency coordination and collaboration in 
order to maximize efficiency, modernize state government operations, and provide the highest 
quality services.  In addition to better coordinating and broadening employee input, GO TIME 
initiatives will also include pursuing new opportunities to partner with the private sector and 
better leverage collective buying and purchasing power.    
 
In order to make this initiative work, the Executive Order forms a steering committee, which is 
led by the Secretary of Administration and calls for the heads of state agencies to identify key 
staff to form innovative teams, solicit employee input, enhance interagency coordination, and 
emphasize public-private partnerships.  At the Department of Aging, our staff is already 
engaged with other state agencies in order to identify opportunities for improvements and 
innovations.   Like so many other state agencies, we have many dedicated employees who 
show their commitment each day to those we serve.  In the spirit of the GO TIME initiative, our 
individual and collective efforts will now be channeled to ensure that we operate more efficiently 
while using the limited resources entrusted to our care well and wisely.  
 
As Governor Wolf reminded us that state government is a big organization and in any 
organization there should always be opportunities for improvement, I recalled the words of a 
dear mentor who would say to me often that an opportunity is never really lost … it’s just waiting 
to be found.  With appreciation for all engaged in this process, I trust that together we will find 
and take advantage of the opportunities that will allow us to become a more efficient 
government that works.   
 
Teresa Osborne 
Acting Secretary 
 
Stay Safe in Cold Weather 
This reminder comes as the National Weather Service has issued weather advisories and 
warnings throughout much of the state. 
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Since cold weather is particularly dangerous for older adults, Pennsylvania’s 52 Area Agencies 
on Aging will be checking in on some of their more vulnerable service recipients. The 
department urges all Pennsylvanians to check on their neighbors during cold spells such as this 
one. Residents who have a concern about an older neighbor during extreme weather should 
contact their local Area Agency on Aging. 
  
Other cold weather tips include: 

 Stay warm – Avoid going outside when possible and always bring enough clothing in 
case you are stranded outside. 

 Stay safe – Wear boots with non-skid soles. Use space heaters correctly. 

 Stay healthy – Stretch before going outdoors and pace yourself when shoveling snow. 
Older adults with special medical needs should keep on them a list of medications 
including dosage, medical providers and allergies. 

 
For extensive information on managing cold weather, visit health.pa.gov or call 1-877-PA-
HEALTH. Visit www.readypa.org for more information on emergency preparedness. 
 
Personnel Update 
 
Lindsey Bennett is starting on 2/23/15 as a Program Specialist contractor in the Older Adults 
Protective Services Program in the Bureau of Advocacy’s Protective Services Division.  Lindsey 
can be reached at c-libennet@pa.gov, 717-772-1498. 
 
Bill Barbour is starting on 2/25/15 as a temporary Aging Services Specialist, assisting in the 
Education and Outreach Division.  Bill can be reached at wbarbour@pa.gov, 717-772-2935. 
 
Legislative Update  
 
House & Senate Action 
The PA General Assembly returns on Monday, February 23, 2015. The Senate is scheduled to 
be in session Monday through Wednesday while the House will be in Monday through Friday at 
which time they are expected to consider HB 466 a Liquor Code bill.   
 
Pending Legislation /  New Legislation: 
The following bills have recently been introduced this past week. To review any of these bills in 
detail visit www.legis.state.pa.us  and click on the “Legislation Quick Search” tab and enter the 
bill number.   
  
SB 434 – Sen. Brewster – Requires facilities for older adults to search an applicant's name on 
the Pennsylvania State Police registry of offenders and sexually violent predators prior to 
admission. 
 
SB 473 – Sen. Rafferty – An act providing for tax credits to employers against their corporate 
net income tax liability for hiring employees 55 years of age or older for full-time employment.  
 
HB 497 – Rep. Goodman – Amends Title 51 (Military Affairs), in miscellaneous provisions, 
providing for exclusion of veterans' benefits from income calculations. 
 
HB 493 – Rep.  Goodman – Amends the State Lottery Law, in Pharmaceutical Assistance for 
the Elderly, further defining "income."  
 

http://www.aging.pa.gov/local-resources/area-agencies-on-aging
http://www.health.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx#.VN4GtVPF8eU
http://www.readypa.org/
mailto:c-libennet@pa.gov
mailto:wbarbour@pa.gov
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
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HB 494 – Rep. Goodman – Amends the Taxpayer Relief Act, in senior citizens property tax and 
rent rebate assistance, further providing for the definition of "income."  
 
HB 511 – Rep. Bizzarro – Amends Title 42 (Judiciary), in sentencing, further providing for 
sentences for offenses against elderly persons. 
 
Upcoming Committee Hearings:  
House Aging and Older Adult Services- Voting Meeting: On Wednesday, February 25, 
2015, the Committee is having a meeting to vote on HB 264, the Care Facility Carbon Monoxide 
Alarms Standards Act. HB 264 establishes standards for installation of carbon monoxide 
detectors in long-term care facilities, personal care homes and assisted living residences where 
the main heating system is powered by fossil fuels. 
 
In addition, Frank Byrne, President and CEO of the Pennsylvania LIFE Provider Alliance 
(PALPA), will also provide an overview of LIFE program as part of the Committees continuing 
informational hearings for Members. The meeting will be held in Room G-50, Irvis Office 
Building, PA Capitol Complex 9:00-10:00 AM.  Hearings are generally broadcast on PCN or via 
the PA General Assembly website. 
 
To views HB 264 (Rep. Mustio), click here. 
 
Governor’s Budget Address: Tuesday, March 3, 2015, (The address will be broadcasted on 
PCN. (Additional details will be provided in the next Friday Wrap-Up) 
 
House Appropriations Hearing for the Department of Aging: Monday, March 9, 2015 
3:00-4:30 PM 
 
Senate Appropriations Hearing for the Department of Aging:  Tuesday, March 24, 2015 
3:00-4:30 PM  
 
Education and Outreach Office 
 
Volunteer Spotlight Award Nominations 
This year, April 12-18, is recognized as National Volunteer Week throughout the U.S. First 
established in 1974 and signed into law by President Nixon that same year, National Volunteer 
Week is about inspiring, recognizing and encouraging people to seek out imaginative ways 
to engage in their communities. It’s also about demonstrating to the nation that by working 
together, we have the fortitude to meet our challenges and accomplish our goals.  In 
Pennsylvania as well as and other states in the nation, volunteers are a vital resource for 
organizations to draw upon to help those in need.  
 
Like last year, the theme is “Celebrate Service” and in celebration of this most important event, 
the Department of Aging would like to honor the outstanding contributions made by the 
dedicated and passionate volunteers within Pennsylvania’s aging network, through the 2nd 
annual “Volunteer Spotlight” award. To do this, your assistance is requested in nominating 
worthy candidates for consideration.  
 
Nominees can be associated with any of the volunteer-related programs administered through 
the AAAs and nominations are limited to two individuals per county.   
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/Index.cfm?CteeBody=H&Code=32
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0264&pn=0268
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0264&pn=0268
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Please complete the nomination form and send it, along with the requested documentation, to 
Troy Dunston at tdunston@pa.gov by 5:00 PM, Friday, March 20, 2015.   
 
For those who will participate in this endeavor, please be as specific as possible in your 
responses when completing the nomination form(s).   
 
Awardees will be selected at the conclusion of the nomination period, with the selections being 
announced in early April 2015. After the award recipients are announced, the Department will 
be honoring each volunteer in a variety of ways such as recognition from the PA Secretary of 
Aging, an announcement on the PDA website and a local news feature/article.       
 
PrimeTime Health  
The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention activities 
for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, chronic 
conditions, fall risk, exercise, and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, monitor behavioral 
health, and manage medications. To view upcoming programs offered through your local Area 
Agency on Aging, click here. 
 
February is Heart Health Month!   
To view Heart Health activities which have taken place throughout the state, click here. 
 
Some programs are still available in your community: 

 
Clearfield County 

Blood pressure checks are scheduled for February 24 at 11:00 AM 
 
Coalport Center for Active Living 
Healthy Steps in Motion; February 24, March 5, 12, 19 AND 26 
 
Karthaus Center for Active Living 
Blood Pressure Checks on February 25 
Healthy Steps in Motion; February 23 at 11:15 AM 
 
Kylertown Center for Active Living 
Healthy Steps in Motion; February 23 at 11:00 AM 
 
Houtzdale Family Service Center 
Red Cross Readiness Kit; February 25  
 
Mahaffey Center for Active Living 
Healthy Steps in Motion; February 23 and 26 at 10:30 AM 
 
DuBois Senior and Community Center 
Lung Screening Information w/ Candy Cole, Penn Highlands DuBois; February 26, 11:00 
AM  
 

Elk, Cameron, and McKean Counties 
Nurse Educators will be presenting Heart Programs at several community centers. For more 
information, please call (800) 672-7145 or click here for dates & locations. 
Click here to view: Eat for Your Heart information sheet.   
 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1480285/2015_natl_vol_week_nomination_form_docx
mailto:tdunston@pa.gov
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1480254/feb_20%2C_2015_-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
http://www.aging.pa.gov/Pages/News.aspx#.VOdeV1PF8eU.com


5 
 

2015 Day of Dance will be hosted by the Women’s Health Center of Penn Highlands 
Healthcare on Saturday, March 14, 2015, at Sacred Heart Community Center from 10 a.m. – 
noon. Day of Dance is a national event across nearly 80 cities in the country.  The event 
provides women and their families the opportunity to come and learn about health with a central 
focus on heart health awareness and dancing as a fun and enjoyable means of exercise.  
 
PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 
 
Luzerne County 
On Tuesday, February 24, 2015, from 9:30 am to 11:30 a training and networking meeting will 
be held at the Timber Ridge Health Care Center 1555 East End Boulevard, Wilkes-Barre.  
Presentation by Jean McGuinness, from Step by Step Inc., as well as review of how Link 
partner agencies can assist consumers to apply for a variety of state programs, such as 
LIHEAP, Rent Rebate, and Medicare Extra Help (LIS).  Please RSVP to Lead Link Coordinator 
Dawn Edwards adrc@aginglw.org.  
 
Luzerne and Lackawanna County 
A webcast will be held on March 3, 2015 from 9:00 to 11:00 am, on Preventative and 
Gynecological Care for women living with disabilities.  Participants may join at one of two 
locations:  Anthracite Center for Independent Living, 8 West Broad Street Hazleton, or 
Northeast Pennsylvania Center for Independent Living, 1142 Sanderson Avenue Scranton.  The 
presenter is Dr. Stephen H. Corey, M.D., Gynecologist and Co-Director of the Center for 
Women with Disabilities Magee Women’s Hospital.  Dr. Corey is leading a program to teach and 
train other hospitals and medical centers to provide services to women with disabilities.  To 
RSVP email Dawn Edwards at ADRC@aginglw.org.    
 
McKean and Clearfield County: 
There will be a FREE seminar on Transportation Options for all PA Link partners in Cameron, 
Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, and Potter Counties (Service Area 4). Link partners are 
encouraged to attend to gain valuable information on the vast array of public and private pay 
transportation options that exist in this region. Service coordinators, discharge planners, social 
workers, case managers, therapists, health care professionals, veterans’ reps, human service 
providers, and many others will find the information provided during this seminar invaluable 
when working with their clientele. Offered twice to ensure that Link partners from across the 
service area are able to attend, this seminar will be held once in McKean County and once in 
Clearfield County. 
 
 Friday, March 13th, 2015 
 University of Pittsburgh at Bradford - Swarts Hall Auditorium  
 300 Campus Drive, Bradford, PA 16701 
 
 Tuesday, March 17th, 2015 
 Best Western Plus Inn and Conference Center 
 82 North Park Place, DuBois, PA 15801 
 
Both sessions will open for registration at 8am, with the seminar running from 8:30am to 12noon 
(lunch is not included). If interested in attending, or for more information, please contact Mark 
Morelli, Lead Link Coordinator for Service Area 4, at mark42.link@gmail.com  or (814) 389-
7481.  Reservations are required by February 27th to ensure adequate seating.     
 
 

mailto:adrc@aginglw.org
mailto:ADRC@aginglw.org
mailto:mark42.link@gmail.com
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Lancaster, Lebanon and Berks County 
Special Project Workshops – Event Flyer 
 
Bureau of Aging Services 
 
2015 Nutrition Conference – Save the Date 
The 2015 Pennsylvania Department of Aging Nutrition Conference will be held March 16 and 
17, 2015, at the Holiday Inn in Grantville, PA. This year’s program, Too Much….Not 
Enough….Just Right:  The Inconsistencies of Seniors’ Food Choices brings to the network 
premier international speakers in the field of geriatric nutrition and sensory, or taste and smell, 
research.   
 
Attendees will have an opportunity to hear regional experts discuss program marketing, 
diabetes care, and the emotional side of eating.   Day two will bring PDA updates, including 
sanitation information and a panel presentation by the PA Department of Aging award winners.   
 
The 2015 PrimeTime Health Conference will again partner with the Nutrition Conference in 2015 
to share learning and best practices from across the Aging Network. Attendees will enjoy 
international and regional speakers on healthy eating, nutritional challenges for the older adult, 
food safety and marketing techniques as well as new evidence-based wellness programs they 
can bring to their communities.  Continuing education units, networking, success stories and 
awards will all be part of this year’s annual conference. The conference will take place March 
16-18, 2015 at the Holiday Inn, Grantville, PA.  
 
For more information on the 2015 Nutrition Conference, please contact Mona Lemanski, RD, 
LDN, CDE at 717-772-0371, or c-mlemansk@pa.gov.  
 
Announcements 
 
SeniorLAW Center to Honor 6 Pennsylvanians Over 60 Years of Age 
Nominations are being accepted until February 27, 2015. Full details and nomination form 
available at seniorlawcenter.org/6over60. 
 
RFP: Senior SNAP Enrollment Initiative 

NCOA has released a Request for Proposals for its initiative to help seniors enroll in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Through its Senior SNAP Enrollment 
Initiative, NCOA will award $1,150,000 to community-based organizations and agencies to 
assist low-income older adults in applying for and enrolling in SNAP and other benefits. 
 
NCOA seeks proposals for two categories of grants: A) Underserved Senior SNAP Access 
Grant ($25,000) and B) SNAP Enrollment Center Grant ($50,000). An online application for 
proposal submission is available here. Optional Letters of Intent to Apply are due February 13, 
and applications are due March 6. 
 
Click here for additional details on the grants. 
Click here to access the RFP. 
 
National Council on Aging releases Request for Proposals for initiative to help seniors 
enroll in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
For more information on this grant opportunity, click here. 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1480255/special_projects_workshops_pdf
mailto:c-mlemansk@pa.gov
http://www.seniorlawcenter.org/6over60
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vb1cvcKSGOQcJFNhOjD98w-_FfzWsZWkC3abjOgXsFmB5xUktub52bpnbAMYeINfZbnaeTpu00vuyZogoBmXjASdVLLvvuhIX1iR-tn9rfnL8SJIwVz6OUkf4d7XEIdhBJ7_AsZnzV6SrHdPI07DpqGfDojf-Cy-7QTbtcqSp1kiycJ3zoxd1Q==&c=hidJZCTpksD8m7uAGVx5WRgcs4NoFYqTqLAJ8z9-MLNYU22cI4L-mQ==&ch=vzCpIKY34boWDPB52fIGBZlCOdM1xNIR80G9pH8XRBxxgLqWTrkX6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vb1cvcKSGOQcJFNhOjD98w-_FfzWsZWkC3abjOgXsFmB5xUktub52SbGYW_hfz4sJgLwwCiJt4VRESUJbwoUfHaJyGgX-Hn0UBDbk24xMdmGEcfZ982K66I7WO9dOmWG79VtWGg85d2ByuafpHe6M4yTm-pyVZ-h2BYtc8BvehN7BaiCnPQ_amDSNhkK-FsI74EplxVQIlsNEz8emavUta6G8mx8xHSN0hHDvTzSAu5uSG10N-bzJ7vGFMNxvPoK-JcP3dp1fmY=&c=hidJZCTpksD8m7uAGVx5WRgcs4NoFYqTqLAJ8z9-MLNYU22cI4L-mQ==&ch=vzCpIKY34boWDPB52fIGBZlCOdM1xNIR80G9pH8XRBxxgLqWTrkX6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vb1cvcKSGOQcJFNhOjD98w-_FfzWsZWkC3abjOgXsFmB5xUktub52ZVnDVJAaN4-y5cXxI6J5y6PRGO_C5k1qEipYRDTx_9T0-i07-Zkah6FgubKa-nCBSDHPwhyqcxVaRyRgas1TNzzovMg8eiQtbMz3tB5fS9OmAVG4JJLDXOLbMFu8duVVoVkpXrwVJSMefjLBGnmHUP0QlMTzCTFETkKTrGvFX8sYZX263CYy4MEh-bhe8_ob0DuDHIk_qfl0lJkWdkWWJQ=&c=hidJZCTpksD8m7uAGVx5WRgcs4NoFYqTqLAJ8z9-MLNYU22cI4L-mQ==&ch=vzCpIKY34boWDPB52fIGBZlCOdM1xNIR80G9pH8XRBxxgLqWTrkX6g==
http://www.ncoa.org/enhance-economic-security/SeniorHunger/ncoas-senior-snap-enrollment.html
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PA Adult Day Service Association Annual Conference 
SAVE THE DATE....April 30-May 1 at Seven Springs Resort.....more details to follow.  For more 
information on conference and sponsorship opportunities, contact Tina Hess at 717-843-1504 or 
thess@goodnewsconsulting.com. 
 
2015 American Society on Aging (ASA) Leadership Institute 
Learn how you can make a difference while examining your potential and growing as a leader at 
the 2015 ASA Leadership Institute. This dynamic leadership development program starts with 
self-assessments of communication and leadership styles. Next, during the nation’s largest 
multidisciplinary conference on aging, you’ll attend presentations by recognized leaders in the 
field of aging, with facilitated dialogue and networking opportunities. Participants also are 
provided with leadership literature, online learning, and guidance on how to develop a self-
directed community project focused on improving the lives of older adults and the communities 
in which they live. 
 
The program takes place primarily at ASA’s Aging in America Conference from March 22-27, 
2015, in Chicago, but also includes a preparatory web seminar, self-assessments of 
communication and leadership styles, and readings in early March. Presentations and 
discussions led by recognized leaders build on understanding diverse leadership styles to 
bridge differences and achieve improved cooperation.  
In addition to acquiring new knowledge and influential contacts, graduates will receive an ASA 
Leadership Institute Certificate of Completion, which is helpful in securing future promotions or 
advanced employment positions. Register Now! 
 
LIHEAP Assistance Now Available 
The Low Income Heating Energy Assistance Program also known as LIHEAP, helps low-income 
families pay their heating bills. LIHEAP is a grant that offers assistance in the form of a cash 
grant, sent directly to the utility company, or a crisis grant for households in immediate danger of 
being without heat. The program began accepting applications on November 3, 2014, and is 
expected to remain open until April 3, 2015. 
 
There are three different ways you can apply for LIHEAP, online, on paper, or in person. 

1. Apply for the LIHEAP benefits online by using COMPASS. COMPASS is the name of the 
website where you can apply for LIHEAP and many other services that can help you 
make ends meet. 

2. Download an application for LIHEAP benefits by clicking on the links below and return it 
to your local county assistance office, or 

3. File an application at your local county assistance office.  
 
For more information, please contact your local county assistance office or contact the LIHEAP 
hotline at 1-866-857-7095, Monday through Friday (individuals with hearing impairments may 
call the TDD number at 1-800-451-5886. 
  
2015 Direct Care Worker (DCW) of the Year Award - Due Date Extension 
In order to increase the number of nominations for the 2015 DCW of the Year award, we have 
extended the due date to March 7, 2015.  Also new this year is that all nominees submitted to 
the Department will receive a certificate of recognition from the Secretary.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Rocco Claroni at 717-772-2932 or rclaroni@pa.gov.  
 
 

mailto:thess@goodnewsconsulting.com
http://members.asaging.org/members_online/registration/register.asp?mt=li15&af=ASA
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findfacilsandlocs/countyassistanceofficecontactinformation/index.htm
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findfacilsandlocs/countyassistanceofficecontactinformation/index.htm
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findfacilsandlocs/countyassistanceofficecontactinformation/index.htm
mailto:rclaroni@pa.gov
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2015 Aging in America Conference - March 23-27, 2015 | Chicago, IL 
The annual conference of the American Society on Aging will offer five days of intensive 
learning, networking, and community-building. Aging in America is the nation’s largest 
multidisciplinary conference for professionals who work with older adults, including aging 
service providers, policymakers, social workers, senior center professionals, healthcare 
providers, caregivers, and anyone with a passion for improving the lives of older adults.  
 
With topics relating to aging in community, health and wellness, public policy, elder justice, 
caregiving, long-term services and supports, and everything in between, Aging in America is an 
important event for all who want to better understand older adults, their challenges and their 
potential. 
 
As an attendee, exhibitor or presenter you will: 

 Learn about new and innovative ideas that will help you in your work with older adults; 

 Discover practical solutions to the challenges you face on a day-to-day basis; 

 Connect with peers and leaders who will transform the way you think about aging; 

 Reach a community of professionals who collectively influence the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of older people through their everyday work. 

You will leave the conference energized and inspired by the people you meet, the discoveries 
you make, and the connections you form.  
 
Use discount code BDPA10 and save! Enter the discount code when you register and you will 
save 10% on your registration fees. Plus, if you register by January 31 you will save $50 more! 
To learn more, click here. 
 
National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 40th Annual Conference 
July 11-15, 2015 in Philadelphia, PA 
Please save the date; more information can be found by clicking here.  
 
Fundamentals of Gerontology: What Every ASA Member Should Know 
The American Society on Aging announces their online certificate program, Fundamentals of 

Gerontology: What Every ASA Member Should Know. This course, created in collaboration with 

the USC Leonard Davis School of Gerontology, is offered exclusively to ASA members. 

Bob Stein, President & CEO, American Society on Aging invites all other board members to 
identify a minimum of one professional from their organizations, or communities of practice, who 
would benefit from learning the fundamental concepts of gerontology by participation in this 
program.  Please also pass this information along to any of your colleagues who would enhance 
their practices with this intensive program. 
 
The cost to ASA members is $500 for the online course and certificate of completion.  
 
For program details, full descriptions of the modules or to register visit www.asaging.org/USC-
gero.  
 
Funding Opportunities 
 
As shared by the Administration for Community Living: 
Geriatrics Workforce Enhancement Program 
March 5, 2015:  Application Deadline  

http://asaging.org/aia
http://members.asaging.org/members_online/registration/eventSearch.asp?
http://www.asaging.org/aia
http://www.n4aconference.org/
http://www.asaging.org/USC-gero
http://www.asaging.org/USC-gero
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The Health Resources and Services Administration Bureau of Health Workforce is accepting 
applications for the FY2015 Geriatrics Workforce Enhancement Program (GWEP). The purpose 
of this funding opportunity is to establish and operate geriatric education centers that will 
implement the GWEP project to develop a health care workforce that maximizes patient and 
family engagement and improves health outcomes for older adults by integrating geriatrics with 
primary care. Special emphasis will be on providing the primary care workforce with the 
knowledge and skills to care for older adults and on collaborating with community partners to 
address gaps in health care for older adults through individual, system, community, and 
population level changes.  
The focus areas for this announcement are: 

 Transforming clinical training environments to integrated geriatrics and primary care 
delivery systems to ensure trainees are well prepared to practice in and lead these kinds 
of systems.  

 Developing providers who can assess and address the needs of older adults and their 
families/caregivers at the individual, community, and population levels.  

 Creating and delivering community-based programs that will provide patients, families and 
caregivers with the knowledge and skills to improve health outcomes and the quality of 
care for the older adult(s).  

 Providing Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias (ADRD) education to families, 
caregivers, direct care workers and health professions students, faculty, and providers. 

Click here for the full announcement 

Webinar 
 
Webinar: Help Your Clients with Medicare Stay Healthy 

NCOA will host a webinar regarding the range of services and benefits available to help keep 
people with Medicare healthy. The webinar will be held on Thursday, February 26 from 2:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. ET. Presenters Melissa Simpson with the Center for Benefits Access at 
NCOA and Cora Plass with NCOA's Chronic Disease Self-Management Education Resource 
Center will address: which preventative services are covered under Part B; details of the Annual 
Wellness Visit; and how to arrange for health promotion programs as part of person-centered 
benefits counseling. 
 
Click here to view webinar details and access registration 
 
In the News 
 
Pennsylvania Department of Aging strengthened with Fed/dollars 
Efficient Gov 
 
**If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your comments 
and suggestions to Christina Reese in the Press Office chreese@pa.gov. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMTA2LjM5OTU5ODUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDEwNi4zOTk1OTg1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzQ3MTk3JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmR1a2VAcGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1iZHVrZUBwYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://go.usa.gov/ezte
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMTA2LjM5OTU5ODUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDEwNi4zOTk1OTg1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzQ3MTk3JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmR1a2VAcGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1iZHVrZUBwYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&http://go.usa.gov/ezzj
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