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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 

Oct. 31, 2014 

 

Greetings from the Secretary 

 

Greetings All, 

 

On Monday, I visited Armstrong County where I visited senior community centers who 

received grants from Governor Tom Corbett to enhance programs and facilities.  My first 

stop was at the Kittanning Senior Community Center where I spoke with members about 

Governor Tom Corbett’s continued commitment to older adults.  I spoke about the reduction 

in the waiting list through the single largest investment in the department’s 35 year 

history, gave an update on progress with implementing the State Plan on Aging at the 

halfway mark, and made a grant announcement.  This center was awarded $12,665 to 

enhance the facility's technological capacities.  The center will use the money to purchase 

technology enhancements, upgrade its internet service, and install a Copilot system. 

 

My thanks to Goldie Reeseman, Center Manager and Jeremy Dias of Senator Don White’s 

office for being part of the event. 

 

My next stop was the Brady's Bend Senior Satellite Center in East Brady.  I enjoyed lunch 

with participants as we discussed the State Plan for Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 

Disorders, the Long-Term Care Commission, and the senior community center grants 

program.  Brady’s Bend also received a grant and will use the funds to purchase technology 

enhancements. 

 

My thanks to Marilyn McCall, Brady’s Bend Center Manager; Commissioners David K. 

Battaglia, Chair, and Richard L. Fink, Secretary and William McCall, Mayor of Parker, PA, 

and President of the AAA Advisory Board for joining all present.  

 

The last stop on Monday was the Freeport Senior Community Center, which was awarded 

$2,110 to bolster the center's technological capabilities with upgrades including internet 

access, a Wii gaming system, and an iPod Touch docking station.  Following my remarks, I 

answered questions from the audience and heard their comments. 

 

My thanks to Rosemary Trout who greeted us on behalf of Cheri Goldinger, Center 

Manager.  

 

My thanks to Janet Talerico, Executive Director, Armstrong County AAA, Nancy Wright 

Senior Center Supervisor for Armstrong County; the AAAstaff. Most importantly my 

thanks to participants at all the Centers for their hospitality.  
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The Pennsylvania Department of Aging and the Long-Term Learning Training Institute 

held a training session for new directors of Area Agencies on Aging on Tuesday and I 

participated via webinar.  I spoke about the important core competencies necessary to fulfill 

the leadership role in an Area Agency on Aging, gave an overview of the history of the 

department, State Plan on Aging and priorities for FY 2014-15.  Those participating in the 

webinar also learned about the Older Americans Act and Act 70.  My thanks to P4A for 

hosting the webinar from their offices and the PDA team for the presentations offered. 

 

I then traveled to Maryville/Rye Senior Center in Perry County where on behalf of 

Governor Tom Corbett I announced a senior community center grant award. The center 

was awarded $23,189 to improve the existing parking lot and to improve and upgrade 

portions of the cooling system.  I shared information on the Governor’s commitment to older 

Pennsylvanians.  Following my remarks, I heard comments and answered questions from 

attendees.   

My thanks to Representative Mark Keller; Perry County Commissioners Brenda Benner 

and Paul Rudy, Jr; Perry County AAA Administrator Karen Sheriff; center director Vicki 

Heisley; center board member Pam Johnson; volunteers, staff and all in attendance. 

 

The National Association of State Head Injury Administrators (NASHIA) held their 25th 

Annual Conference in Philadelphia this week.  I was invited to address the attendees on 

Traumatic Brian Injury and Older Adults on Wednesday morning.  This provided an 

opportunity to share information on the leading causes of traumatic brain injury among 

older Pennsylvanians and actions we are taking such as falls prevention programs 

including Healthy Steps for Older Adults and Healthy Steps in Motion.  My thanks to Amy 

Flaherty, President and Susan Vaughn, Founder and Director of Public Policy of the 

National Association of State Head Injury Administrators, Mark Holman, Partner, and 

Becky Wolfkiehl, Senior Government Relations Specialist with the Ridge Policy Group, 

NASHIA members and board for including me in their conference. 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, I spoke with those in attendance at the Klein Jewish Community 

Center (Klein JCC) satellite location at Congregation Adath Jeshurun in Elkins Park  This 

center received a grant earlier this year from Governor Tom Corbett in the amount of 

$104,254 to create a hub for local senior services and create a one-stop shop of coordinated 

services for older adults.   

 

My thanks to Rabbi Rachel Kobrin of Congregation Adath Jeshurun; Stephen Klein, 

Chairmen, Klein JCC ;Andre Krug, President & CEO, Klein JCC; Raechel Hammer, Vice 

President, Klein JCC; Barbara Shotz, Vice President Klein JCC; , Chairman JoshShapiro, 

Board of Montgomery County Commissioners; Sheva Cohen, Human Services Manager and 

Brian Gralnick, Director of Center for Social Responsibility of the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Philadelphia; Jennifer Barnhart, Director Health Community Impact, United Way 

of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey; Montgomery County Montgomery 

County Office of Aging and Adult Services (MCAAS) Acting Director Barbara O’Malley; 

Former Department of Aging Secretary Alma Jacobs and Representative Madeline Dean; 

and all in attendance. 

 

I joined Representative Chris Ross at The Kennett Area Senior Center in Kennett Square,  

Chester County to share news of the signing by Governor Tom Corbett of House Bill 1702 
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now Act 166, the Community Adult Respite Services Program Acton Friday. Representative 

Ross was the prime sponsor for this legislation. Through this program senior centers, adult 

day centers and licensed long term care facilities will have the ability to offer a transitional 

program for participants who need some limited assistance.   

 

On behalf of Governor Tom Corbett, I announced a grant for FY 2014-15 to the Kennett 

Area Senior Center.  The grant of $64,013 will be used to establish a senior volunteerism 

campaign targeting a slightly younger demographic of older Pennsylvanians.  The center 

will serve as a lead agent for similar initiatives at the Downingtown Area Senior Center 

and Coatesville Area Senior Center.   

 

I would like to thank Representative Chris Ross for bringing this legislation forward, and 

advocating for its passage through the General Assembly.  My thanks to center director 

Anita O’Connor; Matt Reeder, Legislative Aide for Senator Dominic Pileggi; Pam Barton, 

President PA Adult Day Service Providers; Heidi Carlson, Deputy Director of the Chester 

County Area Agency on Aging and all in attendance. 

 

Tomorrow marks the beginning of both National Family Caregiver Month and National 

Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. We are grateful to the many family caregivers 

across Pennsylvania.  Their dedication makes a difference for many of our fellow 

Pennsylvanians.  We also during the month of November join with others to enhance 

awareness of Alzheimer’s Disease.  This is the first recommendation of the State Plan for 

Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders.  We continue to build upon the outreach of the 

Pennsylvania Department of Aging and other leaders including the Alzheimer’s Association 

chapters in Pennsylvania to connect Pennsylvanians with information and support. 

 

This weekend marks the end of Daylight Savings Time in Pennsylvania; please remember 

to turn your clocks back one hour Saturday night. 

 

I wish you a safe and pleasant weekend. 

 

Brian M. Duke  

Secretary 

 

Legislative Update  

 

HOUSE & SENATE ACTION 

 

The following bill is before Governor Corbett for consideration:  

HB 2110, Lottery Profit Margin Legislation: This bill will amend the State Lottery Law to 

reduce the statutorily mandated rate of return.  This bill will in turn ensure the PA Lottery 

system has sufficient revenue to continue to fund necessary programs and services for older 

Pennsylvanians.   

 

To view HB 2110, click here.  

 

 

 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=2110&pn=4308
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This week the Governor signed the following bill into law:  

 

SB 1180: (Sen. Vance), Act providing for prescription drug monitoring; creating and 

establishing the ABC-MAP Board (A Better Care by Monitoring All Prescriptions 

Program); and providing for unlawful acts and penalties. This bill will now be known as 

Act 191 of 2014 

 

To view SB 1180, click here. 

 

PENDING LEGISLATION /  NEW LEGISLATION: 

The 2013-14 voting session ended this past Monday, October 20th. The General Assembly 

returns for housekeeping activities on November 12th and officially ends on November 30, 

2014.  

 

A reminder to vote this coming Tuesday, November 4th.  Polls are open 7am – 

8pm.  Do you need help locating your polling place? If so, click here. 

 

Education and Outreach Office 

 

Medicare Open Enrollment – Don’t Forget! 

The Pennsylvania Department of Aging’s APPRISE program is running radio ads about 

Open Enrollment for Medicare and it’s running dates; October 15 - December 7. Visit the 

following links for more information on open enrollment and how the Department of Aging 

can assist those in need. 

 

www.medicare.gov 

APPRISE 

 

PrimeTime Health  

The PrimeTime Health program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention 

activities for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, 

chronic conditions, fall risk, exercise and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, 

behavioral health, and medication management. To view upcoming programs offered 

through your local Area Agency on Aging, click here.  

 

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 

 

Lebanon County: The Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources, in concert 

with collaborative partners, Traditions of Hershey and the Red Rose Council of the Blind, 

will host a FREE “popcorn and a movie” screening of the documentary film, Going Blind: 

Coming out of the dark about vision loss on Wednesday, November 5 at 2:00 at Traditions 

of Hershey, 100 N Larkspur Drive, Palmyra, PA 17078. Call Jennifer at Traditions at 

Hershey, 717.832.7304 or email LebanoncountyLINK@mail.com for more information or to 

let us know you’re planning to attend. 

Lehigh: 

A Workshop on Emergency Planning and Partnership in Northampton County will be held 

on Friday November 7, 2014 from 8:30 – 11:30 am with registration beginning at 8:00 am.  

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=1180&pn=2393
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1174087&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=4&mode=2
http://www.medicare.gov/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=616587&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1439088/oct_3%2C_2014-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
mailto:lancastercountyLINK@mail.com
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This workshop is provided by request as a follow up from a disaster preparedness workshop 

held in June to provide attendees with the tools to develop an emergency plan for their 

business/agencies to recover and resume.  The workshop will be held at the Northampton 

Community College, Gates Center, Alumni Hall, 3835 Green Pond Road, Bethlehem.  RSVP 

to Jason Adams at jasonadams@lehighcounty.org.  There is no cost, but registration is 

limited to 40 participants.   

 

Lackawanna: 

The Veterans Outreach and Informational Fair will be on Monday, November 10, 2014 from 

10 am to 2 pm at Keystone College One College Green LaPlume PA.  Veteran Outreach and 

Informational Fair Presenters from VA Hospital will be speaking on:  Suicide 

Recognition/Prevention, Housing Opportunities for Veterans, Legal System Outreach for 

Veterans, and Local Dept. of Veteran Affairs.  For more information contact Dawn 

Edwards, Lead Link Coordinator, adrc@aginglw.org.  

 

Lancaster County: The Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources, in concert 

with collaborative partners, Senior Living at Lancaster and the Red Rose Council of the 

Blind, will host a FREE “popcorn and a movie” screening of the documentary film, Going 

Blind: Coming out of the dark about vision loss on Monday, November 3 at 2:00 at Senior 

Living at Lancaster, 120 Rider Avenue, Lancaster, PA 17603. Call 717-380-9714 or email 

LancastercountyLINK@mail.com for more information or to let us know you’re planning to 

attend. 

 

Lebanon County:  The Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources will hold its 

monthly cross-training meeting on Friday November 7, 2014 beginning at 8:30 am. Charlie 

Rush, Chief Operating Officer, Community Homes of Lebanon, Inc., will be discussing his 

organization’s mission and philosophy on providing affordable serve the needs seniors and 

the disabled persons with quality apartment options and related services. The meeting will 

be held at the Cleona United Methodist Church located at 29 East Maple Street, Cleona, 

PA 17042. Call 717-380-9714 or email LebanoncountyLINK@mail.com for more information 

or to let us know you’re planning to attend. 

 

Lehigh and Northampton:   

Training on November 12, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. on Tenant/Landlord Rights and Fair 

Housing presented by Marybeth Saporita from North Penn Legal Services. Training will be 

held at the Fowler Southside Family Center, 511 E. Third Street in Bethlehem.  For more 

information, contact Kimberly Melusky at kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org.  

 

Bureau of Aging Services 

 

Senior Bullying Training 

Columbia 

Senior Bullying training on Tuesday, November 4, 2014 from 9 am to 11 am at the 

Columbia-Montour Office of Aging, 702 Sawmill Rd. Bloomsburg, PA. 

Northumberland 

Senior Bullying training Wednesday, November 5, 2014 from 9 am to 11 am at the 

Northumberland County Area Agency on Aging, 322 North Second St. Sunbury PA.   

mailto:jasonadams@lehighcounty.org
mailto:adrc@aginglw.org
mailto:LancastercountyLINK@mail.com
mailto:lancastercountyLINK@mail.com
mailto:kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org
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 Speaker at both events is Pam Countouris, and the topics included are:  The 

Definition of Bullying; The Types of Bullying; The Impact on the Target; What 

Happens if Bullying is not Addressed and Possible Solutions.   

 

Please RSVP to Susan Church schurch@usaaa17.org. 

 

NCST Ladders of Opportunity Grant Announcement: Connecting Seniors to 

Public Transportation 

The National Center on Senior Transportation (NCST) is inviting applications for 

Connecting Seniors to Public Transportation, a new Ladders of Opportunity Grant 

Program. This competitive grant program will provide funding to communities to develop 

and test interventions designed to encourage and facilitate increased access and usage of 

public transportation and mobility options by older adults to support successful aging. Only 

local or regional private nonprofit or government organizations may apply for this funding 

opportunity.  Acceptable applicants include Councils of Government; Metropolitan Planning 

Organizations; community organizations involved in the administration, delivery or 

coordination of public transit or aging services (e.g., Area Agencies on Aging, Public 

Transit, Community Action Agencies, Centers for Independent Living).  Grant proposals 

are due on November 7, 2014.   Click here for more information about the grant proposal.  

 

Pennsylvania Association of Senior Centers (PASC) Announces 2014 Awards 

Senior Center of the Year: Oswayo Valley Senior Center 

Professional of the Year: Mike Gordon, Challenges: Options in Aging 

Volunteer of the Year: Hoyt Keiser, Wyoming County Active Adult Center 

 

Congratulations to all. 

 

Older Worker Friendly Employers Being Sought by the PA Hall of Fame of 

Champions of Older Workers Committee 

The PA Hall of Fame of Champions of Older Workers Committee is currently seeking 

nominations for employers who provide programs which support workers age 55 and older 

for the 2015 Hall of Fame Champions Award. The winner will be honored during the 

Pennsylvania Employer Awards Luncheon, held on May 6, 2015. 

 

Please submit nomination forms to Rocco Claroni, PA Department of Aging, 555 Walnut 

Street – 5th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-1919 or by e-mail to rclaroni@pa.gov. To download 

a nomination form or to find out more about the criteria for the award, click on the link 

below. 

 

Nomination Form 

 

2015 Nutrition Conference – Save the Date 

The 2015 Pennsylvania Department of Aging Nutrition Conference will be held March 16 

and 17, 2015 at the Holiday Inn in Grantville, PA. This year’s program, Too Much….Not 

Enough….Just Right:  The Inconsistencies of Seniors’ Food Choices brings to the network 

premier international speakers in the field of geriatric nutrition and sensory, or taste and 

smell, research.   

 

mailto:schurch@usaaa17.org
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDE0LjM3MDE2NTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAxNC4zNzAxNjU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM3MzQwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YmR1a2VAcGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1iZHVrZUBwYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&105&&&http://seniortransportation.net/AboutNCST/LaddersofOpportunityGrantProgram.aspx
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1432909/hall_of_fame_2015_nomination_form_doc
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1432909/hall_of_fame_2015_nomination_form_doc
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Attendees will have an opportunity to hear regional experts discuss program marketing, 

diabetes care, and the emotional side of eating.   Day two will bring PDA updates, including 

sanitation information and a panel presentation by the PA Department of Aging award 

winners.   

 

The 2015 Prime Time Health Conference will again partner with the Nutrition Conference 

in 2015 to share learning and best practices from across the Aging Network. Additional 

information about the 2015 Prime Time Health Conference will be available in future 

editions of the Friday Wrap-Up.  

 

For more information on the 2015 Nutrition Conference, please contact Mona Lemanski, 

RD, LDN, CDE at 717-772-0371, or c-mlemansk@pa.gov.  

  

Nominations for Nutrition Service Awards 

The Pennsylvania Department of Aging announces the opening of nominations for the 2015 

Secretary’s Award for Excellence in Nutrition for Older Pennsylvanians (individual) and the 

Pennsylvania Department of Aging Award for Best Practices in Nutrition for Older 

Pennsylvanians (program). 

  

The Secretary’s Award recognizes people who work to enhance nutrition programs within 

Pennsylvania’s aging network.  This includes Department of Aging funded nutrition service 

program meals such as congregate meals served in senior community centers or satellite 

centers and home delivered meals served to homebound consumers.  Individuals or 

organizations which have made a commitment to improve the quality of health and life of 

older Pennsylvanians through new or innovative nutrition services are eligible for this 

award. 

 

The Best Practice in Nutrition Award recognizes programs that highlight novel approaches 

to enhance nutrition within Pennsylvania’s aging network.  This includes Department of 

Aging funded nutrition service program meals such as congregate meals served in senior 

community centers or satellite centers and home delivered meals served to homebound 

consumers.  Organizations which have made a commitment to improve the quality of health 

and life of older Pennsylvanians are eligible for this award. 

This award recognizes novel programming, partnerships, or community outreach in two 

areas: 

 

1. Congregate Meal programs, including senior community center programs or other 

congregate programs which enhance the meal program; 

2. Home Delivered Meal programs.   

 

Nominations for these awards are to be submitted by December 12, 2014. 

 

Award nomination forms can be accessed from the following links: 

Secretary’s Award for Excellence Nomination Form 

Best Practice’s Nomination Form 

 

For more information, please contact Mona Lemanski, RD, LDN, CDE at 717-772-0371, or 

c-mlemansk@pa.gov.  

mailto:c-mlemansk@pa.gov
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435113/secretary%27s_award_nomination_form_2015_aug_25%2C_2014_doc
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435112/best_practice_nomination_form_2015_aug_25_2014_docx
mailto:c-mlemansk@pa.gov
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NISC Programs of Excellence Webinar 

Did you miss the Aging Unleashed! 2014 Senior Center Conference? We’re bringing one of 

the presentations to you via webinar! Three of last year’s NISC Programs of Excellence 

Awardees will present on their outstanding programs. Register 

 

Announcements 

 

LIHEAP Begins on November 3 
The Low Income Heating Energy Assistance Program also known as LIHEAP, helps low-

income families pay their heating bills. LIHEAP is a grant that offers assistance in the 

form of a cash grant, sent directly to the utility company, or a crisis grant for households in 

immediate danger of being without heat. The program will begin accepting applications on 

November 3, 2015 and is expected to remain open until April 3, 2015. 

 

There are three different ways you can apply for LIHEAP, online, on paper, or in person. 

1. Apply for the LIHEAP benefits online by using COMPASS. COMPASS is the name of the 

website where you can apply for LIHEAP and many other services that can help you make 

ends meet. 

2. Download an application for LIHEAP benefits by clicking on the links below and return 

it to your local county assistance office, or 

3. File an application at your local county assistance office.  

For more information, please contact your local county assistance office or contact the 

LIHEAP hotline at 1-866-857-7095, Monday through Friday (individuals with hearing 

impairments may call the TDD number at 1-800-451-5886. 

Department of Health: Ebola: Inquiry re: Travelers from West African Countries 

“The department, in coordination with our partners at the state and local level, are 

monitoring all travelers from the West African countries of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 

Leone who arrive at five designated airports in the U.S. and then travel into the 

commonwealth. We are not releasing specific, identifying information concerning these 

individuals at this time. They are not showing any signs or symptoms and at this time pose 

no public health threat.  The current protocols we have in place through EMS and 911 

operators will be able to quickly identify a potential Ebola patient and all necessary 

precautions will be taken. This includes ensuring EMS providers are properly donned 

before arriving to transport the patient and that the hospital will be alerted that a potential 

patient is in route allowing, them to have time to prepare to receive the patient.  Providing 

the location and identities of these travelers will not increase our ability to prepare quickly 

and efficiently. Should anything change, we will certainly reach out to you and let you 

know.” 

 

 

 

 

http://go.ncoa.org/e/48252/sc-programs-of-excellence-html/c57s/8136041
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findfacilsandlocs/countyassistanceofficecontactinformation/index.htm
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findfacilsandlocs/countyassistanceofficecontactinformation/index.htm
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findfacilsandlocs/countyassistanceofficecontactinformation/index.htm
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Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program Income Guidelines Increased to 

Accommodate Social Security Cost-of-Living Increases 

The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65 and older; 

widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people with disabilities age 18 and older. As a 

result of House Bill 1067, which Governor Corbett signed into law on Oct. 22, income 

eligibility guidelines for the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program have changed so that 

income increases due solely to Social Security cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) will no 

longer disqualify claimants from receiving rebates. For more information, visit 

www.revenue.state.pa.us or you may access the full press release by clicking here. 

 

2015 Direct Care Worker (DCW) of the Year Award - Due Date Extension 

In order to increase the number of nominations for the 2015 DCW of the Year award, we 

have extended the due date to March 7, 2015.  Also new this year is that all nominees 

submitted to the Department will receive a certificate of recognition from the Secretary.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Rocco Claroni at 717-772-2932 or rclaroni@pa.gov.  

 

Step-by-Step Video on How to Complete the PACE/PACENET Application – 

Delaware County Office of Services for the Aging (COSA)  

This video may be helpful for any consumer who is looking to complete the 

PACE/PACENET application. Please feel free to share this video with anyone who may 

benefit. To view the video, click here. 

 

Crisis Counseling Hotline Established in Response to Pennsylvania State Police 

Shooting in Pike County 

The Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare (DPW) announced that a crisis counseling 

hotline is now available to those affected by the recent state police shooting in Pike County. 

Anyone coping with issues related to this incident is encouraged to call:  1-800-985-5990. 

 

The phone number is available to all Pennsylvanians to help ease the stress related to this 

situation. Trained professionals will take phone calls to provide emotional support for 

callers. The TTY number of for deaf or hearing impaired individuals is:  1-800-846-8517. 

Help is also available by texting 66746. 

 

Grant Announcements 

 

Two Grant Opportunities Announced: 2015-16 Pennsylvania AmeriCorps State 

Grants & 2015 AmeriCorps VISTA Project   

 

2015-16 Pennsylvania AmeriCorps State Grants: The Governor’s Office of Citizen 

Service and the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), the 

Pennsylvania Department of Aging (PDA) is pleased to announce two new grant funding 

opportunities available to Pennsylvania’s Aging Network. The grants are intended to 

enable community and faith-based organizations, government agencies, and educational 

institutions to improve lives, strengthen communities, and foster civic engagement through 

service and volunteering as well as develop and expand services and programs that help 

bring low-income individuals out of poverty.  

 

Details regarding the application process for these grants are as follows: 

http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/
http://www.pa.gov/Pages/NewsDetails.aspx?agency=REVENUE&item=16233
mailto:rclaroni@pa.gov
http://www.delcosa.org/site/479/videos.aspx
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2015-16 Pennsylvania AmeriCorps State Grants - All organizations planning to apply for 

AmeriCorps State Funding must notify PennSERVE of their intent to apply. 

The Intent to Apply must be received no later than Friday, November 14, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. 

This includes New, Recompeting, and Continuation applicants. Applications are due 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. Find the application by clicking here. 

For more information, please contact PennSERVE by clicking here. 

 

Pennsylvania Events 

 

The 10th Annual Pennsylvania Culture Change Coalition  

The 2014 ACCORD an annual all-day learning event, will take place Nov. 6, 2014 at The 

Double Tree Hilton (301 W Dekalb Pike King of Prussia, PA 19406) To learn more and 

register, go to www.paculturechangecoalition.org. The theme for the year is "It's a 

Wonderful Life." Limited space; register early! Registration deadline: Oct. 30, 2014 

 

Balancing Incentive Program Regional Feedback Meeting 

These meetings, held at various locations, will discuss how people can improve their 

knowledge and understanding of community supports. This meeting is not public and 

requires an RSVP to c-lmoslak@pa.gov by varying dates.  

 

What is the Balancing Incentive Program (BIP)? 

 

 The Balancing Incentive Program (BIP) is a federally funded program that allows 

states to receive additional Medicaid funds for community based (waiver and certain 

non-waiver) programs.  These programs support persons with intellectual 

disabilities, autism, physical disabilities, mental health concerns, and older 

Pennsylvanians.   This program is scheduled to run through September 30, 2015.  

 States who receive this funding commit to improving education, understanding and 

access to long term supports in their state.    

 To learn more about the Balancing Incentive Program, please visit 

www.balancingincentive.org on the internet.   

 

Scranton 

Meeting will be held at Allied Services on November 13, 2014; the meeting will last from 

10:00am until 1:00pm. The meeting address is 475 Morgan Highway, Scranton PA 18501. 

Space will be limited to 50-100 participants. Due date for registration is November 7, 2014. 

Registration forms can be found by clicking here. 

 

Philadelphia 

Meeting will be held at Vision for Equality on November 18, 2014; the meeting will last 

from 10:00am until 1:00pm. The meeting address is The Cast Iron Building, 718 Arch 

Street, 6N, Philadelphia, PA 19106. Space will be limited to 50-70 participants. Due date 

for registration is November 12, 2014. Registration forms can be found by clicking here. 

 

Westmoreland 

Meeting will be held at Westmoreland Manor on December 2, 2014; the meeting 

will last from 10:00am until 1:00pm. The meeting address is 2480 South Grande 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1459296/2015-16_pennserve_rfa_final_%281%29_pdf
http://www.dli.state.pa.us/pennserve
http://www.paculturechangecoalition.org/
mailto:c-lmoslak@pa.gov
http://www.balancingincentive.org/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1459299/nepa_meeting_flyer_docx
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1459300/philadelphia_meeting_flyer_docx
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Boulevard, Greensburg, PA 15601. Due date for registration is November 24, 2014. 

Space will be limited to 50-100 participants. Registration forms can be found by 

clicking here. 

 

Harrisburg 

Meeting will be held at Pattan on December 8, 2014; the meeting will last from 

1:00pm until 4:00pm. The meeting address is 6340 Flank Drive, Harrisburg, PA 

17112. Space will be limited to 50-100 participants. Due date for registration is 

December 2, 2014. Registration forms can be found by clicking here. 

 

St. Mary’s 

Meeting will be held at the North Central PA Regional Planning and Development 

Commission on December 11, 2014; the meeting will last from 12:30pm until 

3:30pm. The meeting address is 651 Montmorenci Road, Ridgeway, PA 15853. 

Space will be limited to 50-100 participants. Due date for registration is December 

11, 2014. Registration forms can be found by clicking here. 

 

Webinar 

 

Options Counseling Webinar 

The Options Counseling Webinar has been uploaded onto the LTLTI website. The cite 

features Options Counseling and what is meant by person-centered planning. This service 

is offered by PA Link Partners in all 15 service areas. Options Counselors must take online 

modules and attend a classroom training session in order to provide counseling. The 

webinar provides Options Counselors with instructions on how to document their work so 

they can be reimbursed using Link funds. This service can be performed by AAA and non-

AAA organizations. For registration and more information, go to 

http://www.ltltrainingpa.org. For direct webinar access, select the ‘Resource Archive’ tab, 

then ‘Options Counseling Training Folder,’ and then select the ‘Show All’ tab. The most 

recent webinar will be displayed first. 

 

In The News  

 

Two state grants bring in $111K for Pennridge Community Center 

Montgomery Media 

Local senior centers receive additional grant money 

The Kittanning Paper 

CCAAA to offer “10 Keys”™ Program at Curwensville Civic Center 

Gant Daily 

 

** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your 

comments and suggestions to Christina Reese in the Press Office chreese@pa.gov 
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