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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 

September 26, 2014 

 

Greetings from the Secretary 

  

Greetings All, 

 

Last Saturday, I joined 900 other walkers at the Walk to End Alzheimer’s hosted by the 

Greater Pennsylvania Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association on City Island in Harrisburg.  

The event brought together persons living with Alzheimer’s, their caregivers, family 

members, and advocates.  I provided remarks and spoke about Governor Tom Corbett’s 

continued commitment to older adults through his creation of the Alzheimer’s Disease 

Planning Committee, and acceptance of the Pennsylvania State Plan for Alzheimer’s 

Disease and Related Disorders.  Thank you to all who helped coordinate the event, and to 

all the walkers for their participation. 

 

Monday marked the first day of fall.  Each year, the Falls Free Initiative® sponsors Falls 

Prevention Awareness Day, and this year’s theme was Strong Today, Falls Free® 

Tomorrow.  On Tuesday, a legislative breakfast was held to promote and increase public 

awareness about how to prevent and reduce falls among older adults. The breakfast and 

concurrent informational event in the East Wing Rotunda were due to a partnership 

between the departments of Aging and Health and the Injury and Violence Prevention 

Network (IVPN) and Genesis Rehab Services. At the breakfast, I gave an overview of the 

programs in place to aid older Pennsylvanians in preventing falls and discussed the new 

falls prevention awareness brochure that the Department of Aging recently published.  In 

addition, a falls prevention expo was held in the East Wing Rotunda, featuring educational 

and outreach materials from our department as well as Department of Health and IVPN 

members.   

 

My thanks to House Aging and Older Adults Services Committee Chair Tim Hennessey for 

his remarks at the breakfast; Representative Frank Farry for hosting the breakfast and 

presenting a resolution in the House emphasizing the importance of falls prevention; My 

thanks to Representatives Eddie Day Pashinski,Rose Marie Swanger, Lee James, Mary Jo 

Daley, and Pam Snyder for their attendance; Department of Health for organizing the 

breakfast and hosting a table at our East Wing Rotunda event; Rebecca Tarbert of Genesis 

Rehab Services; American Trauma Society/PA Division; the Pennsylvania Council on Aging 

PA Physical Therapy Association, Pennsylvania Optometric Association and Peak Mobility. 

 

On Wednesday, the Department, on behalf of Governor Tom Corbett, convened the first 

annual Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Forum in Harrisburg (for news 

coverage, please see the local FOX and CBS clips).  During our opening session, Governor 

Corbett provided remarks by video and welcomed participants to this inaugural Forum.  

http://s3.amazonaws.com/TVEyesMediaCenter/UserContent/312661/4012748.6188/WPMT_09-25-2014_04.07.46.mp4
http://s3.amazonaws.com/TVEyesMediaCenter/UserContent/312661/4016451.9017/WHP_09-24-2014_18.14.45.mp4
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The Forum brought together leading experts from government, educational institutions, 

providers, state associations and advocacy groups across Pennsylvania.  Together more 

than 150 participants identified action steps to carry out the recommendations and goals of 

the Pennsylvania State Plan for Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders. Our day 

included a keynote address by Randi Chapman, Director of State Affairs for the Alzheimer’s 

Association National Office, who spoke about other state Alzheimer’s disease plans and how 

Pennsylvania’s plan is unique.  Also featured was an art exhibit, called Memories in the 

Making®, an art program of the Alzheimer’s Association, which gives persons with 

Alzheimer’s disease or other dementia a channel for expressing themselves through art.  

We also heard from Barbara Overholser who gave a presentation on Making Sense of 

Alzheimer’s described as “a creative space for people to understand the past, present and 

future of Alzheimer’s disease. It is an evolving forum, a gallery of ideas, a museum without 

walls.” To learn more about this initiative produced by the Penn Neurodegenerative 

Disease Ethics and Policy Program click here. 

 

We are thankful for Governor Corbett’s continued commitment to older Pennsylvanians, 

and especially thank him for creating the Alzheimer’s Disease Planning Committee. My 

thanks to the members of this Committee, facilitators, the Greater Pennsylvania and 

Delaware Valley Chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, Senator Randy Vulakovich and 

Representative Tim Hennessey for their remarks related to their work on the Plan, and all 

with the Pennsylvania Department of Aging and the Long Term Living Training Institute 

who helped plan and coordinate this important Forum. 

I traveled to Lehigh and Northampton Counties on Thursday to attend and speak at two 

events.  The first event was in Allentown at the Cedar View Senior Center.  I spoke about 

Governor Corbett’s commitment to ensuring that older Pennsylvanians receive services and 

programs available to assist them in remaining active in their community.  I also gave an 

overview of the department, an update on the Pennsylvania State Plan for Alzheimer’s 

Disease and Related Disorders (ADRD) Plan, and information on the senior community 

center grants. 

 

My thanks to Executive Director Donna Zimmerman, Lehigh County Office of Aging and 

Adult Services; Housing Manager Sandy Hackman and her staff; and all in attendance. 

 

Following my remarks in Allentown, I traveled to Bethlehem to address a joint meeting of 

the Advisory Councils of the Northampton County Area Agency on Aging and Lehigh 

County Office of Aging and Adult Services. The event was hosted at Meals on Wheels of 

Northampton County.  I provided an overview of the department, including our 35th year 

anniversary. I also spoke about our priorities for FY 2014-15 and gave information on the 

ADRD Plan.  My thanks to John Mehler, Northampton County AAA Administrator; Donna 

Zimmerman of the Lehigh County Office of Aging and Adult Services Allison Frantz, 

Director of Human Services for Northampton County and Kay Achenbach, Director of 

Human Services for Lehigh County; and members of the Advisory Councils. Thanks also to 

Joann Nenow, Executive Director of Meals on Wheels of Northampton County and her team 

for their hospitality. 

 

On Friday, I met and spoke to residents of Tel Hai Retirement Community in Honey Brook, 

Chester County, and provided updates from the department, including the ADRD Plan, our 

http://makingsenseofalzheimers.org/


 
3 

 

senior community center grants, and 35th anniversary.  My thanks to Chairman Tim 

Hennessey for joining me, Joe Swartz, Tel Hai President and CEO; Frank Cimbolo, Life 

Enrichment Committee Chair; Susan Garthwaite, Public Relations Coordinator; and all in 

attendance. 

 

Ephrata Manor in Lancaster County held their first Pennsylvania’s Empowered Expert 

Residents (PEER) day on Friday and I was able to attend.   The PEER program was 

implemented in 2002 to teach those who reside in long-term care facilities about their 

rights and how to advocate and maintain their rights for themselves as well as their fellow 

peers.  The graduating PEERS were presented with certificates to identify them as PEERS.  

Ephrata Manor Administrator Heather Brand provided remarks.  Congratulations to 

Charlie Anderson and Ruth Miller, first PEERs at Ephrata Manor.  My thanks to Heather; 

Sheri Snyder, Care Management/Ombudsman Supervisor; and all who helped coordinate 

my visit. I wish you a safe and pleasant weekend. 

 

Brian M. Duke 

Secretary 

 

Governor Corbett Signs Bill Changing Department of Public Welfare’s Name to 

Department of Human Services 

Governor Tom Corbett signed House Bill 993, officially changing the name of the 

Department of Public Welfare (DPW) to the Department of Human Services. The bill also 

establishes a tip line for recipient and provider fraud. 

 

For more information, visit www.dpw.state.pa.us     

 

Legislative Update  

 

HOUSE & SENATE ACTION 

 

The General Assembly passed three aging related resolutions this week.  

 

- HR 977 By Rep. Frank Farry: A Resolution recognizing September 23, 2014, as 

"National Falls Prevention Awareness Day" in Pennsylvania. 

 

To view HR 977 click here 

 

- SR 446, "National Falls Prevention Awareness Day" by Senator Vulakovich: 

Resolution recognizing September 23, 2014, as "National Falls Prevention 

Awareness Day" in Pennsylvania 

 

To view SR 446 click here.  

 

- HR 1001 By Rep. Stephen Kinsey. A Resolution designating Sept. 18, 2014, as 

"Falls and Flu Prevention and Awareness Day" in Pennsylvania.  

 

To view HR 1001 click here.  

 

http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0977&pn=4021
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=R&billNbr=0446&pn=2293
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20130&cosponId=15069
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In addition, the House passed HR 929, Elder Abuse Task Force Study that will direct 

the LBFC to conduct a study of the existing network of elder abuse task forces in the 

Commonwealth and to assess the feasibility of expanding the network statewide.  

 

To view HR 929 click here.  

 

The PA General Assembly is now in recess until Monday, October 6, 2014.  

 

NEW LEGISLATION: 

 

No aging related legislation was introduced this week.  

 

Personnel 

 

Ray Harber is resigning on 9/26/14 from his Financial Representative contractor position in 

the Quality and Compliance Division’s South Central Region, Bureau of Quality Assurance. 

 

Education and Outreach Office 

 

PrimeTime Health  

The PrimeTime Health Program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention 

activities for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, 

chronic conditions, fall risk, exercise and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, 

behavioral health, and medication management. To view upcoming programs offered 

through your local Area Agency on Aging click here. 

 

Ready! Get Set! Go! Medicare Annual Open Enrollment is Just around the Corner 

During the Medicare annual open enrollment period, October 15 to December 7, all 

Medicare beneficiaries have the option to change their Medicare plans for the coming year 

to better match their needs. This includes anyone using original Medicare, Medicare 

Advantage or Part D prescription drug plans. There are some changes to Medicare 

enrollment this year so it is essential that beneficiaries investigate their needs, review their 

current plans and evaluate the best fit for them. 

 

If a beneficiary enrolls between October 15 and December 7, 2014, the effective coverage 

date for elected plans begins January 1, 2015. However, first time enrollees, those people 

turning 65 before or during the annual open enrollment period, will need to select a plan 

which will cover them from the date of enrollment to the end of 2014 as well as coverage 

that will begin January 1, 2015. 

 

It is wise to prepare in advance by evaluating their present Medicare choices. Beneficiaries 

will be notified by their current insurer of changes in cost and regulations in their plan 

whether it is a Medicare Advantage, Medigap or Part D prescription plan. They should not 

assume that what they selected last year or the year before will remain the same. Plans 

come and go, especially when Medicare makes changes to how they pay the plans. 

Beneficiaries should make sure that their plan will be around in 2015. If not, they should 

start their search early for a replacement. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0929&pn=3874
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1436635/sept_12%2C_2014-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
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Insurers can change plan benefits, provider networks and what they charge beneficiaries 

per month. They will send them an annual notice of change letter that tells them what is 

new or changed in premiums and annual deductibles, co-pays or co-insurance, out of pocket 

cost for drugs, and whether their doctor still participates in their plan. 

 

Not only do the plans change yearly, but it is anticipated that there will be changes in costs 

for Medicare Part B (medical insurance) and prescription drug Part D. Part B premiums 

have remained stable over the past three years. In 2013 and 2014 the monthly premium 

was $104.90, deducted from social security payments for most people. Likewise the Part B 

annual deductible has been $147.00 for 2013 and 2014. Information on the premium and 

deductible for 2015 should be available by the time Medicare annual open enrollment 

begins October 15.  

 

Prescription drug Part D plans will see slight changes in deductibles and premiums. The 

Part D initial yearly deductible increases by $10 to $320. The Office of Health and Human 

Services, a federal agency, also recently reported the Part D monthly premiums will remain 

relatively stable at $31 for a basic prescription drug plan in 2015. This is close to the 

reported average premium of $30 for the past four years (2011-14). 

 

Medicare recipients reaching the drug donut hole will benefit from lower costs in 2015. The 

gap in prescription drug coverage starts when someone reaches the initial coverage limit, 

estimated at $2,960 in 2015. It ends when they have spent $4,700, when catastrophic 

coverage begins. During the donut hole, all costs are covered by individuals out of their own 

pocket. It is anticipated that the donut hole will close by 2020.  

 

If beneficiaries want to make changes to their present plans, they can use the tools on 

www.medicare.gov. They can enter their drugs and preferred pharmacy. The program will 

tell them what plans are right for them and compare the costs. Beneficiaries can, if they 

choose to, enroll right then. Changing Medicare Supplement plans (Medigaps), making 

changes to Medicare Advantage plans, or switching from a Medicare Advantage plan to 

Original Medicare may be more involved and require more research. Give APPRISE a call, 

and a state trained counselor will be able to assist you. During the annual open enrollment 

period APPRISE counselors will be making group presentations at senior centers, libraries 

and other locations throughout the county. Visit www.aging.state.pa.us or call 1-800-783-

7067 for a current list of locations where you may attend one of these most informative 

meetings. 

 

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 

 

Northampton County: 

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources (Northampton County) and CARIE are 

partnering to host a workshop on Aging with Dignity – Creating Welcoming Services for 

LGBT Adults on Friday, October 3, 2014 from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. The goal of the training is 

to gain more insight into providing services to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

adults. This will be accomplished by increasing participants’ knowledge, as well as 

clarifying attitudes and beliefs with regard to sexuality and aging issues so that staff can 

provide quality care to all clients. The event is free, but registration is required and limited 

http://www.medicare.gov/
http://www.aging.state.pa.us/
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to 80 participants. Workshop to be held at the Northampton Community Center, Gates 

Center Alumni Hall Room 130, 3835 Green Pond Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18020.  To register, 

Register by contacting Jason Adams at 610-782-3034 or emailing 

jasonadams@lehighcounty.org before Friday, September 26, 2014 

 

Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean and Potter:   

The Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources will bring a FREE seminar on 

OSHA in the Healthcare Setting to north central PA on October 7th and October 8th. The 

October 7th offering will be held at Penn Highlands DuBois (located at 100 Hospital Ave., 

DuBois, PA 15801) from 8:30am to 11:30am.  October 8th will feature two offering in 

McKean county with the morning session scheduled for 8:30am to 11:30am at Bradford 

Regional Medical Center (located at 116 Interstate Parkway, Bradford, PA 16701), and the 

afternoon session scheduled for 12:30pm to 3:30pm at Sena Kean Manor (located at 17083 

Route 6, Smethport, PA 16749). All presentations all cover: ergonomics and safe patient 

handling; workplace violence and the hospital e-Tool; occupational hazards in long-term 

care and the nursing home e-Tool; and information on the National Emphasis Program. 

Time will be provided for a Q&A session during which other OSHA-related questions can be 

addressed. Reservations are recommended to ensure adequate seating. For more 

information, or to RSVP, please contact Mark Morelli, at mark42.link@gmail.com or (814) 

389-7481. 

 

Butler County: 

The PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources encourages providers and community 

members to share their voice on transportation accessibility in Butler County by attending 

a meeting to discuss Human Service Transportation in Butler County on Wednesday, 

October 8, 2014, from 9am to 11am, at the Butler County Staff Development Center located 

at 227 West Cunningham Street, Butler, PA 16001. The meeting is hosted by Butler County 

Community Action and will help the Alliance for Transportation Working in Communities 

(ATWIC) gain a better understanding of local transportation issues a create a truly regional 

coordinated transportation plan. This is a great opportunity to share insights on 

transportation barriers impacting those who rely on county-based human service agencies 

for behavioral and mental health services as well as housing assistance, workforce 

development training and other resources. Parking is available in the Tier Parking Garage 

located on West Cunningham Street. Light refreshments will be available. Please RSVP by 

Wednesday, October 1, 2014, to Monica O’Donnell at 724-431-3619 or 

modonnell@anrinfo.org.  

 

Schuylkill: 

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources will be sponsoring a partner meeting and 

training in Schuylkill County on Tuesday, October 14, 2014 from 10:00 am to 11:30 am at 

the Pinebrook Personal Care Home and Retirement Center 2 Woodbridge Rd. Orwigsburg.  

Erin Walters, Aging Services Specialist from PA Department of Aging will present on Adult 

Protective Services.  There will also be updates on PA ADRC, and time for networking.  

Please RSVP to c-vhinkle@pa.gov.      

 

Clearfield County: 

The Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging, Inc., a partner to the PA Link to Aging and 

Disability Resources, is teaming up with the American Association of Retired Persons 

mailto:jasonadams@lehighcounty.org
mailto:mark42.link@gmail.com
mailto:modonnell@anrinfo.org
mailto:c-vhinkle@pa.gov
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(AARP) to offer individuals in Clearfield County aged 50 and older the opportunity to take 

the AARP Driver Safety Program course. The course was developed by AARP to educate 

drivers on ways to remain safe on today’s roads. Additionally, it provides a three-year 

discount on the eligible course graduate’s car insurance. The original, eight-hour class will 

be held at the Coalport Center for Active Living, located in the Glendale Medical Center 

Complex, 850 Rear Main St., Coalport, PA. The course will be held into two sessions – 

October 6th and October 7th, with both sessions running from 5:00pm to 9:00pm. A 

refresher course will be available for those whose previous training has passed the three-

year mark. This four-hour refresher course will be offered on October 14th from 5:00pm to 

9:00pm at the Coalport Center for Active Living. The AARP Driver Safety Program course 

is open to all drivers age 50+. AARP members pay $15 while non-AARP members will pay 

$20. Checks should be made payable to AARP and are to the given to the instructor on the 

first day of the class. As class size is limited, registration is required and is taken on a first-

come, first-served basis. You may register by contacting the Coalport Center for Active 

Living at 814-672-3574, or by contacting the Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging office 

at 814-765-2696 or 1-800-225-8571. It is important to note that couples who both have a 

driver’s license are required to each be certified in the program in order to be eligible for the 

discount, and that AARP membership is not a requirement for taking the courses. 

 

Butler County: 

In observance of October being Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Victim Outreach 

Intervention Center (VOICe), a partner to the Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability 

Resources, is seeking original artwork for inclusion in an art show that will celebrate the 

strength of domestic violence survivors and their families. Artwork will be on display at the 

Art Center for the Associated Artists of Butler County (Rittelmann Gallery located at 334 

S. Main St., Butler, PA 16001) with viewing scheduled from October 22nd through 25th and 

October 29th through November 1st. An Artists Reception and Candlelight Vigil will be 

held on Friday, October 24th from 7pm to 9pm at the Art Center. Artwork from all ages and 

levels of experience is welcome and it should reflect the journey and healing experience of 

survivors of domestic violence and/or their children. Submission of artwork is FREE and 

entries can be dropped off on October 18th from 12p to 4p at the Art Center. VOICe does 

reserve the right to not accept all entries. For more information, please contact Gloria at 

(724) 283 – 8700. 

 

Lehigh County: 

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources will be sponsoring a workshop on Emergency 

Planning and Partnership in Northampton County, on Friday November 7, 2014 from 8:30 

– 11:30 am with registration beginning at 8:00 am.  This workshop is provided by request 

as a follow up from a disaster preparedness workshop held in June.  This workshop will 

provide attendees with the tools to develop an emergency plan for their business/agencies to 

recover and resume services soon after a disaster or emergency occurs.  The workshop will 

be held at the Northampton Community College, Gates Center, Alumni Hall, 3835 Green 

Pond Road, Bethlehem.  RSVP to Jason Adams at jasonadams@lehighcounty.org.  There is 

no cost, but registration is limited to 40 participants.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:jasonadams@lehighcounty.org
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Bureau of Aging Services 

 

The Permanent Supportive Housing Award 

The Pennsylvania Departments of Aging and Public Welfare, and the Pennsylvania 

Housing Finance Agency are seeking nominations to recognize initiatives and honor 

individuals and organizations for their dedication and leadership to increasing permanent 

supportive housing opportunities for veterans in Pennsylvania. The award will be 

presented to an individual or organization, whose program offers new and creative 

approaches to supportive, accessible and affordable housing, maximizing the availability of 

services and positive opportunities for residents. 

 

Permanent Supportive Housing is a cost-effective alternative to institutional living that 

allows residents a safe, accessible, community-based home. 

 

Award Information Overview 

Organization Award Application 

Individual Award Application 

 

2014 Pennsylvania Suicide Prevention Conference 

The conference will be held in State College, PA on October 15-16, 2014. Click here for more 

information on the event. 

 

2015 Nutrition Conference – Save the Date 

The 2015 Bureau of Aging Services Nutrition Conference will be held March 16 and 17, 

2015 at the Holiday Inn in Grantville, PA. This year’s program, Too Much….Not 

Enough….Just Right:  The Inconsistencies of Seniors’ Food Choices brings to the network 

premier international speakers in the field of geriatric nutrition and sensory, or taste and 

smell, research.   

 

Attendees will have an opportunity to hear regional experts discuss program marketing, 

diabetes care, and the emotional side of eating.   Day two will bring PDA updates, including 

sanitation information and a panel presentation by the PA Department of Aging award 

winners.   

 

The 2015 Prime Time Health Conference will again partner with the Nutrition Conference 

in 2015 to share learning and best practices from across the Aging Network.  Additional 

information about the 2015 Prime Time Health Conference will be available in future 

editions of the Friday Wrap-Up.  

 

For more information on the 2015 Nutrition Conference, please contact Mona Lemanski, 

RD, LDN, CDE at 717-772-0371, or c-mlemansk@pa.gov.  

  

Nominations for Nutrition Service Awards 

The Pennsylvania Department of Aging announces the opening of nominations for the 2015 

Secretary’s Award for Excellence in Nutrition for Older Pennsylvanians (individual) and the 

Pennsylvania Department of Aging Award for Best Practices in Nutrition for Older 

Pennsylvanians (program). 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1434854/2014_psh_award_booklet_8-18-14_(2)_docx
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1434853/2014_psh_award_application-org_7-31-14_(2)_docm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1434852/2014_psh_award_application-individual_7-31-14_(3)_docm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1432316/suicide_brochure_final_pdf
mailto:c-mlemansk@pa.gov
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The Secretary’s Award recognizes people who work to enhance nutrition programs within 

Pennsylvania’s aging network.  This includes Department of Aging funded nutrition service 

program meals such as congregate meals served in senior community centers or satellite 

centers and home delivered meals served to homebound consumers.  Individuals or 

organizations which have made a commitment to improve the quality of health and life of 

older Pennsylvanians through new or innovative nutrition services are eligible for this 

award. 

 

The Best Practice in Nutrition Award recognizes programs that highlight novel approaches 

to enhance nutrition within Pennsylvania’s aging network.  This includes Department of 

Aging funded nutrition service program meals such as congregate meals served in senior 

community centers or satellite centers and home delivered meals served to homebound 

consumers.  Organizations which have made a commitment to improve the quality of health 

and life of older Pennsylvanians are eligible for this award. 

This award recognizes novel programming, partnerships, or community outreach in two 

areas: 

1. Congregate Meal programs, including senior community center programs or other 

congregate programs which enhance the meal program; 

2. Home Delivered Meal programs.   

 

 Nominations for these awards are to be submitted by December 12, 2014. 

 

Award nomination forms can be accessed from the following links: 

Secretary’s Award for Excellence Nomination Form 

Best Practice’s Nomination Form 

 

For more information, please contact Mona Lemanski, RD, LDN, CDE at 717-772-0371, or 

c-mlemansk@pa.gov.  

 

Announcements 

 

State Police to Accept Expired, Unwanted Prescription Medications 

The Pennsylvania State Police will accept unwanted, expired and unused prescription 

drugs Sat., Sept. 27, as part of National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day. The service is 

free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more information, click here. 

 

Crisis Counseling Hotline Established in Response to Pennsylvania State Police 

Shooting in Pike County 

The Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare (DPW) announced that a crisis counseling 

hotline is now available to those affected by the recent state police shooting in Pike County. 

Anyone coping with issues related to this incident is encouraged to call:  1-800-985-5990. 

 

The phone number is available to all Pennsylvanians to help ease the stress related to this 

situation. Trained professionals will take phone calls to provide emotional support for 

callers. The TTY number of for deaf or hearing impaired individuals is:  1-800-846-8517. 

Help is also available by texting 66746. 

 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435113/secretary%27s_award_nomination_form_2015_aug_25%2C_2014_doc
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435112/best_practice_nomination_form_2015_aug_25_2014_docx
mailto:c-mlemansk@pa.gov
http://www.pa.gov/Pages/NewsDetails.aspx?agency=pa%20state%20police&item=16059
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Pennsylvania Events 

 

Department of Public Welfare Hosts Free Public Suicide Prevention Training in 

Dauphin County 

In light of Suicide Prevention Month, join DPW Secretary Beverly Mackereth and 

legislators in a FREE training to identify a crisis and the warning signs that someone may 

be contemplating suicide. For the event flyer, click here. 

 

Pennsylvania Association of Senior Centers Annual Conference 

“PA Senior Centers: Our Doors Are Wide Open” is this year’s theme for the conference, 

which is held on Thursday, October 9t & Friday, October 10, 2014. There will be a Pre-

Conference workshop on Wednesday, October 8. For more information, click here. 

 

Regional Conference on Aging 

Presented by the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging from September 29 through October 1, 

2014. For more information on the conference, click here.  

 

Meals On Wheels Association of Pennsylvania - Save the date 

Save The Date:  Meals On Wheels Association of Pennsylvania Annual Conference, 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014, The Penn Stater Conference Center, State College, PA. 

For more information, contact JoAnn Nenow at 610-691-1030. 

Alternative Treatment for Brain Injury Recovery Conference 

The Acquired Brain Injury Network of Pennsylvania is holding a conference on October 11, 

2014 to explore the alternative treatments for brain injury recovery. For more information 

on the conference, click here. 

 

The 10th Annual Pennsylvania Culture Change Coalition  

The 2014 ACCORD an annual all-day learning event, will take place Nov. 6, 2014 at The 

Double Tree Hilton (301 W Dekalb Pike King of Prussia, PA 19406 ) To learn more and 

register, go to www.paculturechangecoalition.org. The theme for the year is "It's a 

Wonderful Life." Limited space—register early! Registration Deadline: Oct. 30, 2014 

 

In The News  

 

Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Forum 

FOX 

 

Department of Aging Holds Forum 

SYS-CON 

 

Falls Prevention Awareness 

ABC 

 

** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your 

comments and suggestions to Christina Reese in the Press Office chreese@pa.gov. 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1437104/harrisburg_suicide_event_flyer_pdf
http://www.pascpulse.org/2014_PASC_Conference_Brochure_final.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435109/2014_aging_conference_brochure_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435107/alternatives_conference_pdf
http://www.paculturechangecoalition.org/
http://s3.amazonaws.com/TVEyesMediaCenter/UserContent/312661/4012748.6188/WPMT_09-25-2014_04.07.46.mp4
http://www.sys-con.com/node/3197857
http://www.abc27.com/story/26605786/departments-of-aging-and-health-observe-falls-prevention-awareness-day
mailto:chreese@pa.gov

