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Proudly Serving Pennsylvanians for Over 35 Years! 

 

August 29, 2014 

 

Greetings from the Secretary 

  

Greetings All, 

On Monday and Tuesday, the Governor’s JOBS 1st Summit was held at the David 

L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh.  The purpose of the Governor’s JOBS 

1st Summit was to build on Governor Tom Corbett’s efforts to align education, 

training, and technology resources to better connect employees with employer 

needs.  Deputy Secretary David Gingerich along with Claudia Timbo and Ed 

Redfern, Jr. presented during a breakout session on the topic, Talent Pipeline of 

Older Workers.  Deputy Secretary Gingerich discussed who the older workers are 

and why they may want to remain in the workforce and the benefits of older 

individuals remaining in the workforce.  

Ed Redfern, Jr., who is a Senior Issue Specialist on Financial Security with AARP’s 

National Office in Washington, D.C., discussed why employers should be 

capitalizing on older workers and what employers will need to do to attract and 

retain older workers.  He also discussed how an employer can assess the workforce 

using AARP’s Workforce Assessment Tool.  CEO & President Claudia Timbo of 

CompanyVoice in Montgomery county provided the attendees with an employer’s 

perspective about the value of hiring and retaining older workers based on her 

experiences as an owner of several companies that employed large percentages of 

older workers during the past two decades.  My thanks to all who participated. 

On Wednesday, Department staff joined the House and Senate Aging Committees 

for a tour lead by Senate Aging and Youth Committee chairman Senator Randy 

Vulakovich  of several examples of aging services in the Pittsburgh area.  The tour 

included a stop at the home of an individual utilizing telemedicine to avoid 

unnecessary hospitalizations..  The visit was coordinated by Chuck Quinnan of the 

Pennsylvania Homecare Association as well as Nicole Fedeli-Turiano of UPMC 

Community Provider Services.  

The tour also included a visit to the Vintage Senior Community Center and was led 

by Executive Director Ann Truxell.  Vintage Senior Community Center is a 

recipient of a 13/14 Senior Community Center grant from the Department and will 

use the grant to provide for more health and wellness activities.  At the center, we 

were able to witness a demonstration of the Allegheny County Better Choices, 
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Better Health® program (also known as the Chronic Disease Self-Management 

Program, or CDSMP).  The CDSMP is a free six-week workshop that provides 

evidenced-based tools for living a healthy life with chronic health conditions, 

including arthritis, high blood pressure, heart disease, diabetes, COPD, and other 

conditions that affect your daily life. House Aging and Older Adult Services 

Committee Chair Representative Tim Hennessey and Democratic Chair Steve 

Samuelson joined in the tour.   

The committees also toured Presbyterian SeniorCare’s Oakmont Campus, which 

was led by Chief Executive Officer Paul Winkler.  Presbyterian SeniorCare is one of 

Western Pennsylvania’s largest provider of aging services  they provide services 

across the entire continuum of care ranging from independent living to palliative 

care My thanks to the hosts, all committee members, and staff. 

On Thursday, Deputy Secretary Gingerich provided testimony to the Senate Aging 

and Youth and House Aging and Older Adult Services Committees on the state of 

aging issues in Pennsylvania.  Deputy Secretary Gingerich highlighted recent 

accomplishment of the Corbett Administration and the Department in helping older 

Pennsylvanians remain in their homes and communities. Additional testimony was 

provided by the PA Department of Public Welfare, AARP Pennsylvania, the PA 

Homecare Association, LeadingAge PA, the Allegheny Area Agency on Aging, 

United Way of Allegheny and Westmoreland Counties, Gateway Health and the 

Health Underwriters Association.   

Following the informational hearing we met with staff from the University of 

Pittsburgh’s Aging Institute and received an update on their programs and current 

initiatives. In addition we met with researchers from The University of Pittsburgh’s 

Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center (ADRC) which is one of the nation’s leading 

research centers specializing in the diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease and related 

disorders. We learned about their current research initiatives in on the study of 

Alzheimer’s disease. Thank you to Taafoi Kamara, MPH, Administrative Director, 

Aging Institue of UPMC Senior Services and the University of Pittsburgh, Bennett 

Van Houten, PhD, Director of the University Center for Social and Urban Research, 

Director of Gerontology, and Associate Director of the Institute on Aging at the 

University of Pittsburgh, Deborah Brodine, MHA, MBA, President, UPMC 

Community Provider Services, Oscar Lopez, MD, Professor of Neurology and 

Psychiatry, Director, ADRC, William Klunk, MD, PhD, Distinguished Professor of 

Psychiatry and Neurology, Co-Director, ADRC, Jennifer Lingler, PhD, Assistant 

Professor of Nursing, School of Nursing and Medicine, School of Medicine, and 

Director, Outreach, Recruitment and Education Core, ADRC, Beth Snitz, PhD, 

Assistant Professor of Neurology, Co-Investigator, Clinical Core, ADRC and Chester 

Mathis, PhD, Distinguished Professor of Radiology, Pharmacology, and 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, Director, PET Center. 



 
3 

 

On Thursday, Governor Tom Corbett announced an agreement with the federal 

Department of Health and Human Services  to implement the portion of his 

Healthy Pennsylvania plan that will reform and bring financial stability to the 

state’s Medicaid program while bringing coverage to over 500,000 Pennsylvanians.  

This weekend our nation celebrates the American worker with the observance of 

Labor Day, observed the first Monday in September.  Created by the labor 

movement of the late 19th century, it was declared a federal holiday in 1894 by 

President Grover Cleveland. 

As we celebrate this year, please take a moment to think of the older worker.  Older 

workers are an important part of our workforce, and contribute greatly in the 

workplace.  We have many programs in place to aid older workers in remaining in 

their jobs and for assisting those who are returning to the workforce.  Our Senior 

Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP), for example, is for unemployed 

individuals age 55 and older.  The goal of SCSEP is for the participant to obtain an 

unsubsidized job through experience in the program.  In addition, some Area 

Agencies on Aging provide job brokerage services for SCSEP.  For more details, 

contact the Area Agency on Aging in your area. 

I wish you a safe and pleasant Labor Day weekend. 
 

Brian M. Duke 

Secretary 

 

Historic Healthy PA Program Launches to Reform Medicaid & Increase Access to 

Private Market Health Coverage 

Governor Tom Corbett made an historic announcement that the state has secured an 

agreement with the federal government to implement the portion of his Healthy 

Pennsylvania plan that will improve and bring financial stability to the state’s Medicaid 

program so that the state can increase access to quality, affordable health care through the 

private insurance market. The announcement does not affect Medicare or Medicaid long-

term care coverage. For more information, visit www.HealthyPA.com. 

 

2014-2015 Senior Community Center Grants – One week left! 

Grant applications are due no later than 5 p.m. on Sept. 8, 2014. Visit 

www.aging.state.pa.us to access the application submission instructions and required 

attachments.     

 

For questions, contact Suzanne Bellotti, Department of Aging’s Senior Center Program 

Coordinator, at mailto:RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov or (717) 783-1550. 

 

Pennsylvania Senior Centers accredited by the National Institute of Senior 

Centers 

Hometown Senior Center and Havertown Center are two of five locations under the 

umbrella of Surrey Services for Seniors in Delaware County, Pennsylvania. Another one of 

their centers, Surrey House in Berwyn, is also an accredited senior center. Surrey was 

http://www.healthypa.com/
http://www.aging.state.pa.us/
mailto:RA-paseniorcenters@pa.gov
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awarded the contract to manage Havertown Center by the Delaware County Office of 

Services for the Aging (COSA) in 2011. Surrey was founded in Delaware County in 1981 as 

a private, non-profit organization based on the concept of neighbors helping neighbors. 

From its inception, Surrey provided transportation, home and community based services, 

and an array of activities hosted in various sites around the community. 

 

Surry at Havertown 

Surrey at Havertown is located in a residential, suburban, unincorporated community 

approximately nine miles west of the center of Philadelphia. Center programs are located 

on the ground floor of the former Brookline Elementary School, an old, beautiful stone 

building. This space is approximately 8,000 square feet. The upper floors are used for a pre-

school, kindergarten, and school administrative offices.  

 

The center provides meals, transportation, health and wellness programming, arts and 

humanities classes, recreational activities, intergenerational programming, and counseling. 

The center is routinely open 40 hours per week, as well as two Monday evenings a month. 

Last year, the center served 1,033 individuals. 

 

Surrey at Hometown 

Surrey at Hometown Senior Center, located in the borough of Media, Pennsylvania, is the 

County seat of Delaware County and is located approximately twelve miles west of the 

center of Philadelphia.  

 

The center is located on the first floor of the Media Fellowship House building. The 

Victorian style building is located in a residential neighborhood. The center is routinely 

open 40 hours per week and is occasionally open on Tuesdays or Thursday evenings. The 

center also has monthly off-site evening events. Last year, the center served 602 

individuals. 

 

Older Worker Friendly Employers Being Sought by the PA Hall of Fame of 

Champions of Older Workers Committee 

 

The PA Hall of Fame of Champions of Older Workers Committee is currently seeking 

nominations for employers who provide programs which support workers age 55 and older 

for the 2015 Hall of Fame Champions Award. The winner will be honored during the 

Pennsylvania Employer Awards Luncheon, held on May 6, 2015. 

 

Please submit nomination forms to Rocco Claroni, PA Department of Aging, 555 Walnut 

Street – 5th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-1919 or by e-mail to rclaroni@pa.gov. To download 

a nomination form or to find out more about the criteria for the award, click on the link 

below. 

 

Nomination Form 

 

Proclamation  

 

 

 

mailto:rclaroni@pa.gov
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1432909/hall_of_fame_2015_nomination_form_doc
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435142/employ_older_workers_week_pdf
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September is Senior Community Center Month 

 

There are 550 senior community centers throughout Pennsylvania that provide a 

combination of health and wellness activities such as exercise classes, falls prevention 

education, preventative programs and nutritious meals.  

 

Senior community centers also provide a variety of opportunities for older adults to 

socialize, obtain information about services and supports, learn a new skill, volunteer to 

help their community or enhance their health.  Centers work closely with their Area 

Agencies on Aging to provide access to legal assistance, health screening, senior 

employment and volunteer programs.  

 

Recently, Governor Tom Corbett awarded grants totaling $2.1 million, helping 36 senior 

community centers. The grants will provide opportunities to update facilities and 

implement innovative programs to meet the needs of current and future members. The 

grant program continues this fiscal year and senior centers have until September 5, 2014, 

to apply through a competitive grant process. 

 

To learn more about senior community centers in your area, click here. 

 

Legislative Update  

 

HOUSE & SENATE ACTIVITY: 

 

The PA General Assembly is in recess until September 15, 2015.  

 

NEW LEGISLATION: 

 

HB 2443 – by Representative Jesse Topper:  This bill will require the PA Attorney General 

to submit a report to the Department of Aging each month detailing investigations and 

enforcement actions under the PA Telemarketer Registration Act that involve any 

consumers age 60 years of age or older. This bill has been assigned to the House Consumer 

Affairs Committee for consideration.  

 

To view HB 2443 go to:  

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=201

3&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=2443&pn=3989 

 

Personnel 

 

Heidi Carlson became the new Deputy Administrator for Chester County’s Department of 

Aging Services on 8/25/14.  She has worked at the Department of Aging Services since 1988 

and has overseen various programs through her responsibilities as an Aging Care 

Management Supervisor.  Heidi can be reached at 610-344-6364, hcarlson@chesco.org.   

 

Dr. J. Kenneth Brubaker is resigning on 8/29/14 from his Lead Medical Director 

contractor position with both the Department of Aging and the Office of Long-Term Living.  

http://www.aging.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/senior_centers/17960/senior_center_grants/1876749
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=2443&pn=3989
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2013&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=2443&pn=3989
mailto:hcarlson@chesco.org
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We thank Dr. Brubaker for his dedication to older Pennsylvanians and wish him well as he 

pursues other activities. 

 

Kathy Gerrity is resigning on 8/29/14 as a Human Services Program Specialist annuitant 

with the Adult Protective Services (APS) Program.  She has been providing assistance in 

the APS Southeast Region since June.  We thank Kathy for her contribution to the APS 

Program. 

 

Bill Farley is retiring as the Executive Director of the 

Bradford/Sullivan/Susquehanna/Tioga Area Agency on Aging on 8/31/14.  He has been with 

the Area Agency on Aging for 31 years.  We thank Bill for his leadership and commitment 

to older Pennsylvanians and wish him all the best in retirement.   

 

Marlea Hoyt will follow Bill as Executive Director of the 

Bradford/Sullivan/Susquehanna/Tioga Area Agency on Aging starting on 9/1/14.  She was 

the Deputy Director and has worked at the AAA for over 30 years.  Marlea can be reached 

at 570-265-6121, mhoyt@bsstaaa.org.   

 

Mary Eichelberger begins a THIS Internship with the Office of the Secretary on 9/2/14.  

“The Harrisburg Internship Semester” (THIS) is a Pennsylvania State System of Higher 

Education program in which students are placed in working relationships with 

policymakers in executive and legislative branches of state government.  Mary can be 

reached at 717-783-6210. 

 

Education and Outreach Office 

 

PrimeTime Health  

The PrimeTime Health Program focuses on health promotion and disease prevention 

activities for older Pennsylvanians with a special focus on health risk screening, nutrition, 

chronic conditions, fall risk, exercise and strengthening to prevent fall-related injury, 

behavioral health, and medication management. To view upcoming programs offered 

through your local Area Agency on Aging click here. 

 

Report by Philadelphia Corporation for Aging: Aging and the National 

Prevention Strategy 

The Philadelphia Corporation for Aging PCA has recently published "Aging and the 

National Prevention Strategy," a report describing the intersection of the National 

Prevention Strategy and the work of aging network organizations.  The report was 

authored by Kate Clark MPA, Planner for Policy and Development at PCA and 2013-2014 

Atlantic Philanthropies Health and Aging Fellow with the Office of the Surgeon General. 

To read the full report, click here.  

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources 

 

Butler: 

The PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources encourages providers and the public alike to 

take part in the multiple Butler County events scheduled to mark National Suicide 

mailto:mhoyt@bsstaaa.org
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1434483/aug_22%2C_2014-_wellness_workshops_in_pa_docx
http://www.pcacares.org/Aging-and-the-National-Prevention-Strategy-Online-Report/
http://www.pcacares.org/Aging-and-the-National-Prevention-Strategy-Online-Report/
http://www.pcacares.org/Aging-and-the-National-Prevention-Strategy-Online-Report/


 
7 

 

Awareness/Prevention Week 2014 (Sept. 8-13). All events are organized and supported by 

the Butler County Suicide Awareness Taskforce.  

 

9/8:        1pm - radio program on the Dave Mularkey Radio Show (680AM) 

9/10:   10am – marking National Suicide Prevention Day, a proclamation will be made by      

Butler County Commissioners - Public Meeting Room of the County Courthouse  

              5pm – Remembrance Rally in Diamond Park 

9/12:      9am to 12pm – Suicide Awareness Training and Resources in the Butler VA 

auditorium (to RSVP, call #724-284-5114) 

9/13:      8am to 4pm – Mental Health First Aid Training (to register, call #724-284-5114) 

              9am – Suicide Awareness Walk (starts at the Net Outreach Center located at 100 

Center Ave. in Butler) 

 

Lehigh County:  

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources is holding a training on Wednesday, September 

10, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Lehigh County Emergency Management Agency 

will be speaking about emergency preparedness and Apprise Coordinator will be speaking 

about Low Income Subsidy and the Medicare Savings Plan. The meeting will be held at the 

Fowler Family Southside Center, 511 E. Third Street in Bethlehem. Contact the Lead Link 

Coordinator for Lehigh-Northampton counties , Kim Melusky at 

kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org.  

 

Allegheny County: 

The PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources, APPRISE and the University of Pittsburgh 

Schools of Social Work and Pharmacy are sponsoring a symposium entitled Health Care in 

Our Community: Possibilities and Realities on September 23, 2014 at the University of 

Pittsburgh’s University Club in the Grand Ballroom, 123 University Place Pittsburgh, PA 

15260.  The panel discussion will run from 9:00AM to Noon where representatives from 

health provider systems, government agencies, the professional schools (law, medicine, 

public administration), and private agencies whose core mission is helping people access 

health care will create a dialogue to examine the accessibility of affordable quality health 

care in our community (and our nation) – and its cost (to the individual recipient and to the 

community).  RSVP to APRRISE’s Bill McKendree mckendreew@fswp.org. 

 

Carbon County:   

The Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources is sponsoring training on Adult 

Protective Services and Financial Exploitation on Tuesday, September 23, 2014 at the 

Lehighton Recreational Center, 243 South Eighth St. Lehighton.  Registration is from 9:30 

to 10:00 am, and the presentation from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Lunch will be compliments of 

Jim Thorpe Neighborhood Bank.  Presenters include David Shallcross, from the PA 

Attorney General’s office, Jay Miller, Security Officer from Jim Thorpe Neighborhood Bank, 

and Brian McAddarra Dir. Of Adult Protective Services in Luzerne-Wyoming.  RSVP to 

Julie Mann ccaging14@ptd.net.  

 

Northampton County 

PA Link to Aging and Disability Resources (Northampton County) and CARIE are 

partnering to host a workshop on Aging with Dignity – Creating Welcoming Services for 

LGBT Adults on Friday, October 3, 2014 from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. The goal of the training is 

mailto:kimberlymelusky@lehighcounty.org
mailto:mckendreew@fswp.org
mailto:ccaging14@ptd.net
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to gain more insight into providing services to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

adults. This will be accomplished by increasing participants’ knowledge, as well as 

clarifying attitudes and beliefs with regard to sexuality and aging issues so that staff can 

provide quality care to all clients. The event is free, but registration is required and limited 

to 80 participants. Workshop to be held at the Northampton Community Center, Gates 

Center Alumni Hall Room 130, 3835 Green Pond Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18020.  To register, 

Register by contacting Jason Adams at 610-782-3034 or emailing 

jasonadams@lehighcounty.org before Friday, September 26, 2014 

 

Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean and Potter:   

The Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources will bring a FREE seminar on 

OSHA in the Healthcare Setting to north central PA on October 7th and October 8th. The 

October 7th offering will be held at Penn Highlands DuBois (located at 100 Hospital Ave., 

DuBois, PA 15801) from 8:30am to 11:30am.  October 8th will feature two offering in 

McKean county with the morning session scheduled for 8:30am to 11:30am at Bradford 

Regional Medical Center (located at 116 Interstate Parkway, Bradford, PA 16701), and the 

afternoon session scheduled for 12:30pm to 3:30pm at Sena Kean Manor (located at 17083 

Route 6, Smethport, PA 16749). All presentations all cover: ergonomics and safe patient 

handling; workplace violence and the hospital e-Tool; occupational hazards in long-term 

care and the nursing home e-Tool; and information on the National Emphasis Program. 

Time will be provided for a Q&A session during which other OSHA-related questions can be 

addressed. Reservations are recommended to ensure adequate seating. For more 

information, or to RSVP, please contact Mark Morelli, at mark42.link@gmail.com or (814) 

389-7481. 

 

Bureau of Advocacy 

 

On August 18, 52 Pennsylvania’s Empowered Expert Residents (PEERs) from across the 

Commonwealth participated in a conference call.  PEER conference calls occur bi-monthly 

and are an opportunity for PEERs to network with their colleagues, local ombudsmen, and 

state office staff. The discussion focused on the 2014 theme for National Resident Rights 

Month:  “Better Staffing: The Key to Better Care”.   The next PEER conference call is 

scheduled for Monday, October 20. 

 

The Area Agency on Aging for the Counties of Bradford, Sullivan, Susquehanna and Tioga 

Counties hosted a Pennsylvania’s Empowered Expert Residents (PEER) graduation, on 

August 19, at the Bradford County Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Troy, PA.  

The facility has 12 active PEERs and the group is planning activities for Residents Rights 

month in October.  Present at the graduation was the facility Administrator, the Activity 

Coordinator and Area Agency on Aging staff.  Bradford, Sullivan, Susquehanna and Tioga 

Counties have 18 volunteer ombudsman and 44 PEERs. 

 

The Falling Spring Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, in Franklin County, recently 

graduated seven new Pennsylvania’s Empowered Expert Residents (PEERs).  The facility 

Administrator and Franklin County Area Agency on Aging staff addressed and 

congratulated the graduates at an evening graduation ceremony and dinner, attended by 

many friends and family members of the graduates.  The PEER group at the facility is very 

active and work with the Auxiliary to greet all new residents, assist with fundraising 

mailto:jasonadams@lehighcounty.org
mailto:mark42.link@gmail.com


 
9 

 

events, and sponsor events to educate and benefit those residing at the facility.  

Congratulations to all newly graduated PEERs! Michaux Manor, in Fayetteville, Franklin 

County also has a PEER program.  Franklin County has 10 Volunteers and 16 PEERs.  

 

On August 21, 2014, local ombudsmen from the southwest region gathered for their 

quarterly meeting in Davidsville, Somerset County.   Laurel View Village hosted the event 

at Cambridge Place for 32 staff ombudsmen and 44 volunteer ombudsmen.  The group 

received updates from the Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman and volunteer 

ombudsmen met separately with Pennsylvania Department of Aging staff to provide 

feedback on the their volunteer ombudsmen  experience.  The volunteer ombudsmen have 

provided continuous quality improvement suggestions that have been implemented to 

greatly enhance the Pennsylvania’s long Term Care Ombudsman Program. The attendees 

provided updates on their respective county programs and networked with their colleagues.  

 

 

 

Bureau of Aging Services 

 

The Permanent Supportive Housing Award 

 

The Pennsylvania Departments of Aging and Public Welfare, and the Pennsylvania 

Housing Finance Agency are seeking nominations to recognize initiatives and honor 

individuals and organizations for their dedication and leadership to increasing permanent 

supportive housing opportunities for veterans in Pennsylvania. The award will be 

presented to an individual or organization, whose program offers new and creative 

approaches to supportive, accessible and affordable housing, maximizing the availability of 

services and positive opportunities for residents. 

 

Permanent Supportive Housing is a cost-effective alternative to institutional living that 

allows residents a safe, accessible, community-based home. 

 

Award Information Overview 

Organization Award Application 

Individual Award Application 

 

2014 Pennsylvania Suicide Prevention Conference 

The conference will be held in State College, PA on October 15-16, 2014. Click here for more 

information on the event. 

 

2015 Nutrition Conference – Save the Date 

The 2015 Bureau of Aging Services Nutrition Conference will be held March 16 and 17, 

2015 at the Holiday Inn in Grantville, PA. This year’s program, Too Much….Not 

Enough….Just Right:  The Inconsistencies of Seniors’ Food Choices brings to the network 

premier international speakers in the field of geriatric nutrition and sensory, or  taste and 

smell, research.   

 

Attendees will have an opportunity to hear regional experts discuss program marketing, 

diabetes care, and the emotional side of eating.   Day two will bring PDA updates, including 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1434854/2014_psh_award_booklet_8-18-14_(2)_docx
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1434853/2014_psh_award_application-org_7-31-14_(2)_docm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1434852/2014_psh_award_application-individual_7-31-14_(3)_docm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1432316/suicide_brochure_final_pdf
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sanitation information and a panel presentation by the PA Department of Aging award 

winners. 

 

Conference registration information will be available soon. 

 

This conference also features the presentation of the Secretary’s Award for Excellence in 

Nutrition for Older Pennsylvanians (individual) and the Pennsylvania Department of Aging 

Award for Best Practices in Nutrition for Older Pennsylvanians (program), which recognizes 

the individuals and programs that highlight novel approaches. 

 

Nominations for these awards are to be submitted by December 12, 2014. 

 

Award nomination forms can be accessed from the following links: 

Secretary’s Award for Excellence Nomination Form 

Best Practice’s Nomination Form 

 

For more information, please contact Mona Lemanski, RD, LDN, CDE at 717-772-0371, or 

c-mlemansk@pa.gov.  
 
Announcements 

 

Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency’s Homeowners Energy Efficiency Loan 

Program 

PHFA Homeownership division is reaching out to organizations that work with lower 

income homeowners to make them aware of PHFA’s Homeowners Energy Efficiency Loan 

Program (HEELP). This is a 1% loan program from which homeowners can borrow between 

$1,000 and $10,000 for roof replacements, heating/cooling system repairs or replacements, 

caulking/sealing/insulating, and new windows and doors. Repayment for the maximum loan 

of $10,000 is $88/month. We make the credit-worthiness determination in house so are used 

to looking at public benefits income, which is a concern for some homeowners.  If your 

organization has a newsletter or other publication that is read by homeowners who might 

be interested in this loan, please email Pam Shenk at pshenk@phfa.org and she can send a 

half page,  ready to print ad for your publication. 

 

Apply to be a Practice Change Leader for Aging and Health 

The Atlantic Philanthropies is accepting applications for the Practice Change Leaders for 

Aging and Health Program, a nationally recognized effort to develop, support, and expand 

the influence of organizational leaders who are committed to achieving transformative 

improvements in care for older adults.  

 

Apply by Aug. 27 

ACL Funds National Resource Center on Nutrition and Aging 

“The Administration on Aging, a program division within ACL, is pleased to announce it 

has awarded a grant to the Meals on Wheels Association of America for $225,000 for the 

first year of a three year project. This grant will continue to fund the National Resource 

Center on Nutrition and Aging. 

 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435113/secretary%27s_award_nomination_form_2015_aug_25%2C_2014_doc
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435112/best_practice_nomination_form_2015_aug_25_2014_docx
mailto:c-mlemansk@pa.gov
mailto:pshenk@phfa.org
http://waystohelp.ncoa.org/site/R?i=Kx_QYrY8qoLSSPIKqrFt3w
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwODE0LjM1MDI4NjkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDgxNC4zNTAyODY5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTU1OTU4JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmR1a2VAc3RhdGUucGEudXMmdXNlcmlkPWJkdWtlQHN0YXRlLnBhLnVzJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://nutritionandaging.org/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwODE0LjM1MDI4NjkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDgxNC4zNTAyODY5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTU1OTU4JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmR1a2VAc3RhdGUucGEudXMmdXNlcmlkPWJkdWtlQHN0YXRlLnBhLnVzJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://nutritionandaging.org/
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Older Americans Act nutrition services provide healthy meals to approximately 2.5 million 

older adults every year. ACL is funding the National Resource Center on Nutrition and 

Aging to support the nutrition services programs by helping to enhance the skills, 

knowledge, and sustainability of their programs. The funding will also increase the 

availability of information about promising practices for successful integration of the 

nutrition network into the changing home- and community-based services network and 

health care arena. “ 
 

Allegheny County Area Agency on Aging Report 

Never Let a Good Crisis go to Waste: Building a Better Home Delivered Meals System. 

 

A new report, Never Let a Good Crisis go to Waste: Building a Better Home-Delivered 

Meals System is now featured on the Allegheny County Department of Human Services 

website. This report was prepared by Kathy MaCauley. To view the report click here.  

 

In April 2013, after losing its largest provider of Home-Delivered Meals (HDM), the 

Department of Human Services’ Area Agency on Aging (AAA) embarked upon a process to 

completely redesign the HDM system in only 10 weeks. In partnership with six provider 

agencies, AAA implemented a system that, in addition to providing nutritious meals, 

includes a mechanism for monitoring and responding to the physical and behavioral health 

status of the 2600 individuals served by the program.  

 

This report describes how AAA and its partner agencies used the opportunity of a crisis 

situation to strategically design and implement an HDM system that is better positioned to 

achieve its mission of helping consumers remain safe, healthy and independent in their 

own homes.  

 

Elder Justice Roadmap Released 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Department of Justice 

(DOJ) recently released the Elder Justice Roadmap.  HHS and DOJ sponsored an effort to 

gather input from public and private entities, experts from across the United States, and 

many people who address elder abuse and have a role to play in detecting and preventing it. 

The Elder Justice Roadmap is the culmination of this effort and provides a detailed, 

practical guide for teams, communities, states and national entities to engage in strategic 

planning. The Roadmap highlights five priorities and provides actionable items under each 

category.  Click here to view the Elder Justice Roadmap. 

 
The United States of Aging Survey Report 2014 

The National Council on Aging has released the results of the 2014 United States of Aging 

Survey. “In its third year, The United States of Aging Survey comprised 3,279 telephone 

interviews, including nationally representative samples of Americans 60 and older and 

adults 18-59. Find out what older people are saying about their health and financial goals 

and whether their community is prepared for an aging population. Click here to view the 

report.  

 

Family Caregivers and Technology 

The National Alliance for Caregiving recently released a white paper on family caregivers 

and technology. The report, Catalyzing Technology to Support Family Caregiving, is the 

http://www.alleghenycounty.us/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=42191
http://www.alleghenycounty.us/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=42191
http://www.alleghenycounty.us/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=42191
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015pXIUZcHuhQ-7ziWeeonEEu2D9OFEgZfVn3ur-Ey8kBUMD2WvpP3vIhXjiJbJE8Tqj7DPbEi-RkEZ0_eQ-4GCyhQryk8po07RCScLJbHYqvjB0NU5Y1cQaj8p6lJbKRXB32x0EWnwgZztzGrh41qGtAcw3GTz8BniK8za-FQ0ePDuZVcUTrlbShsgAhqRhWGL8dXD34VALK-7Vly6zPbZnyAldNpIkbH5Mrx8GPT1uR1E8rbDRmLd_KJAmoLs8bhTPr3n7I_Rro=&c=WtHJZsAkD5bQoz5APRpaAcJAA0SlljyVNQdC67BdffB4svYmUqZsZg==&ch=YqUYVqK3TwNF-dnhqYqN4IB8b_eN2TRB_sYPyqTFS4LZTALXfYC9Zg==
http://www.ncoa.org/improve-health/community-education/united-states-of-aging/2014/usa-survey-results-2014.html?utm_source=NCOAWeek_140729&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=NCOAWeek
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next step following the organization's April 2014 roundtable in Palo Alto, California. The 

roundtable included a panel of 22 national experts from Silicon Valley, government 

agencies, and the non-profit sector who identified the best next steps for moving the field of 

caregivers and technology forward. This report provides a good starting point for innovators 

who want to better understand a caregiver's needs. 

 

Click here to view the white paper. 

 

Funding Opportunity 

 

Volunteer Team Award Opportunity 

The Aging Network’s Volunteer Collaborative is soliciting success stories of volunteer teams 

working to expand your organizational capacity and/or providing critical services to your 

community's vulnerable elders. Tell your story so it can be shared throughout the Aging 

Network and beyond! Each story must address five required criteria: effectiveness, impact, 

sustainability of the initiative, replication potential so others can adopt it and the value of 

the experience to team members, the organization and the population served.   

 

Story submissions are due by September 15, 2014 and a cash award of up to $4,000 will be 

provided to the top story with $2,000 each for 2nd and 3rd place stories.  Selected 

organizations will also be featured in press releases for local markets.                         

For more information on this award opportunity and how to submit your organization’s 

story, visit www.agingnetworkvolunteercollaborative.org or click here. 

 

 

2014 Rosalinde Gilbert Innovations in Alzheimer’s Disease Caregiving Legacy 

Awards - The following is from the Family Caregiver Alliance: Applications Now Open  

 

General Information 

With continuing support from The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation, Family 

Caregiver Alliance (FCA) is pleased to oversee the annual Rosalinde Gilbert Innovations in 

Alzheimer's Disease Caregiving Legacy Awards program in its seventh year. 

 

Award Details 

Three awards of $20,000 each will be awarded to nonprofit organizations, government 

agencies or universities responding to a community need with a program or project which 

focuses primarily on family/informal caregivers of adults with Alzheimer's disease and 

related dementias. Only agencies operating within the continental United States are 

eligible to apply. One award each will be granted in the following categories: 

 Creative Expression 

 Diverse/Multicultural Communities 

 Policy and Advocacy 

Award details can be found by clicking here. Closing deadline for 2014 applications has 

been extended to Friday September 5, 2014.   

 

Benefits Data Trust 

Benefits Data Trust is pleased to announce the availability of dedicated funding to reduce  

senior hunger in America. Funding is available for two states (or municipalities ) and two  

http://www.caregiving.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Catalyzing-Technology-to-Support-Family-Caregiving_FINAL.pdf
http://www.agingnetworkvolunteercollaborative.org/
http://agingnetworkvolunteercollaborative.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8e5a58f0539f4d7433f4faafc&id=0e1c59b1dc&e=16ac3abac5
https://www.caregiver.org/gilbert-awards-general-information
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community based organizations within the chosen jurisdictions to significantly increase  

participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) among low-income  

seniors by implementing a proven model of data-driven outreach and enrollment assistance. 

 

Based on the questions received from potential applicants, BDT has developed a Frequently 

Asked Questions document; it can be found here. Additional questions can be sent by e-mail 

to partnerships@bdtrust.org.  

 

Application Deadlines: 

September 5, 2014: Responses due to Benefits Data Trust by 5:00pm ET   

October 1, 2014: Announcement of two selected jurisdictions  

 

Click here to read the complete Request for Proposals. 

 

Pennsylvania Events 

 

2014 Aging/Intellectual Disability Cross-Systems Conference 

The Pennsylvania Department of Aging and the Pennsylvania Department of Public 

Welfare are holding the 2014 Aging/Intellectual Disability Cross-System Conference on 

September 16-17, at the Holiday Inn located in Grantville, PA. For registration and more 

information on the event, click here. 

 

Regional Conference on Aging 

Presented by the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging from September 29 through October 1, 

2014. For more information on the conference, click here.  

 

Meals On Wheels Association of Pennsylvania - Save the date 

Save The Date:  Meals On Wheels Association of Pennsylvania Annual Conference, 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014, The Penn Stater Conference Center, State College, PA. 

For more information, contact JoAnn Nenow at 610-691-1030. 

Alternative Treatment for Brain Injury Recovery Conference 

The Acquired Brain Injury Network of Pennsylvania is holding a conference on October 11, 

2014 to explore the alternative treatments for brain injury recovery. For more information 

on the conference, click here. 

 

Additional Events 

 

NASUAD Home and Community Based Services Conference 

For thirty years, the nation’s long-term services and supports system has been in 

the midst of an historic shift from institutional care to individualized home and 

community services for older adults and people with disabilities. Today changes 

continue and waiver programs and services are changing too.  You are invited to 

attend one of the year’s most important national conferences, the HCBS (National 

Home and Community Based Services) conference is being held September 15-18, 

2014 in Arlington VA. For more information on the conference, click here. 

 

Webinar 

http://www.bdtrust.org/uploads/medium/file/240/081914_August_6_Webinar_QA.pdf?utm_content=bduke%40state.pa.us&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Frequently%20Asked%20Questions&utm_campaign=SNAP%20Funding%20Opportunity%3A%20%20New%20FAQ%20available%21content
mailto:partnerships@bdtrust.org
http://www.bdtrust.org/uploads/medium/file/239/rfp-2014-7-18.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1433090/2014_bb_registration_brochure_7-18-14_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435109/2014_aging_conference_brochure_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1435107/alternatives_conference_pdf
http://nasuad.org/hcbs-conference
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2014 Webinar Series on Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias 

The Administration for Community Living (ACL), Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), and the National Institute on Aging (NIA) at the National Institutes of 

Health (NIH) are hosting a webinar series to increase knowledge about Alzheimer's disease 

and related dementias. Each webinar is from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. ET and CEUs are 

available. The schedule is as follows: 

 

 September 25, 2014 - Webinar 3: Alzheimer's Research Updates 

 

Click here for more information on the webinar series 

 

Oral Health: An Overview for Older Adults  

September 17, 2014, 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. ET  

This webinar is the first in a new webinar series sponsored by Nurses Improving Care for 

Healthsystem Elders, Hartford Institute for Geriatric Nursing, and Oral Health Nursing 

Education and Practice. The series will address and promote inter-professional oral health, 

and provide tools and education that healthcare professionals can use to improve the 

quality of oral healthcare that older adults receive.  

The discussion topics for this webinar will include oral health competencies, the oral-

systemic connection, interventions, promotion, collaboration, and referrals. Register.  

 

In The News (click on the article title) 
 

Pennsylvania seeks nominations for 2014 Supportive Housing Award 

 

Senior farmers market vouchers still available 

Gant Daily 

 

More evidence adult daycare eases stress on dementia caregivers 

Reuters 

 

** If you have something you wish to include, please contact us. Kindly direct your 

comments and suggestions to Christina Reese in the Press Office chreese@pa.gov. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015pXIUZcHuhQ-7ziWeeonEEu2D9OFEgZfVn3ur-Ey8kBUMD2WvpP3vIhXjiJbJE8Tr_pnhtGUaW7E9uJfYBt2kNdU5oYhP6TbE9DL4qokct1dqa64LpAsc-GHeR31bIGeequrY2F1zPOmBi1jTVSKezBRN_0JqNrTUE-SU2wTY1QfV1Qp2t63qrI7V4KKkxv7Qe8lwGvlOtJO9A64II04LEvxsvOVPMHGZopjQlpaBoI=&c=WtHJZsAkD5bQoz5APRpaAcJAA0SlljyVNQdC67BdffB4svYmUqZsZg==&ch=YqUYVqK3TwNF-dnhqYqN4IB8b_eN2TRB_sYPyqTFS4LZTALXfYC9Zg==
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwODIxLjM1MjI4MDAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDgyMS4zNTIyODAwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTY1NDg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmR1a2VAcGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1iZHVrZUBwYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://elearningcenter.nicheprogram.org/login/index.php
http://gantdaily.com/2014/08/28/pennsylvania-seeks-nominations-for-2014-supportive-housing-award/
http://gantdaily.com/2014/08/28/senior-farmers-market-vouchers-still-available-2/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/19/us-dementia-caregivers-stress-idUSKBN0GJ21920140819
mailto:chreese@pa.gov

